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PROGRESS SUMMARY

Village Tank Cascade Systems (VTCS) in Sri Lanka are sustainable water management model which harmonizing
ecosystem components to supports diverse life forms in regions that comprises with one season excess rain and
rain deficit second rainy season. VTCS, vital for rural livelihoods, faces threats necessitating restoration.
Recognizing its uniqueness and importance, Healthy Landscape Project (Managing Agricultural Landscapes in
Socio-ecologically Sensitive Areas to Promote Food Security, Well-being and Ecosystem Health Project; HLP)
which was operational as GEF funded project has identified preparation of guidelines on enhancing ecosystem
and Eco health considerations in cascade tank restoration with stakeholder awareness enhancing on "Restoration
Guidelines" in Key Indicative Activity 4.2.1. Project documents suggest mainstreaming Land-use-system based
approach for cascade restoration planning.

As indicated in the TOR, this consultancy aim generating following two key deliverables for completion of Key
Indicative activity 4.2.1 of the Healthy Landscape Project have been undertaken.

1. Prepare set of sequential guidelines for evaluation of land-use system based / tank component base status
assessment targeting comprehensive multidisciplinary multi-stakeholder integration holistic approaches

2. Enhance awareness on related stakeholders on application of sourcebook and guidelines for systematic
restoration planning and implementation for cascade integrated landscape restoration

Consequently, agreed to complete following 5. sub activities.
Sub activity 1. Develop and submit action Plan with expected time targets

Sub activity 2. Formulate guideline for restoration planning of VTCS using LUS-based approach by developing
all model data for pilot cascade landscape

Sub activity 3. Prepare training materials
Sub activity 4. Conduct training workshops
Sub activity 5. Submission of printable version of all products (with a set of hard copy)

This is the final submission after completion of all the 5 sub activities successfully. Summary of each sub activity is
given below:



1 BACKGROUND OF THE CONSULTANCY

The Dry Zone of Sri Lanka serves as the country's food basket, with agriculture and food production systems
meeting population growth demands through various means: conversion of natural ecosystems, farming
intensification, improved crop and animal breeds, and agronomic practices. However, this process has incurred
significant health and environmental costs. Recent unplanned efforts to enhance agriculture in VTCS have led to
degradation, deforestation, loss of biodiversity, and deterioration of village tanks, alongside health risks like
pesticide overuse. Reliance on fertilizers has depleted soil fertility, increased erosion, and caused pollution. Land
use changes and intensified agriculture are major biodiversity loss drivers in cascade landscapes. Simplification
and homogenization impact human health by altering natural habitat services crucial for agriculture, reducing
wild species habitat, enhancing disease interactions, accelerating medicinal plant loss, and degrading cultural
ecosystem services and mental wellbeing. Agricultural expansion into wild habitats escalates human-wildlife
conflicts, worsened by invasive species' effects on biodiversity, ecosystems, agricultural production, and human
health. Many health impacts of unsustainable land management practices in cascade landscapes remain
undocumented and unquantified.

Numerous drivers and threats challenge the restoration, sustainability, and conservation of cascade landscapes in
Sri Lanka's dynamic socio-political and economic context. For instance, the water holding capacity of VTCS has
diminished over time, impacting irrigation availability and farm productivity. Climate change exacerbates these
issues, altering rainfall patterns and cropping cycles. Challenges include reservoir sedimentation, declining farm
viability, agricultural expansion, water pollution, invasive species, health concerns like chronic kidney disease
(CKDu), migration, lack of landscape appreciation, pesticide reliance, fertilizer dependency, soil degradation, and
human-wildlife conflicts.

A major challenge in VTCS is the absence of effective institutional mechanisms for cohesive landscape
management, exacerbated by natural boundaries crossing administrative lines. Efforts to integrate environment,
agriculture, and health in policy-making are hindered by limited awareness of ecosystem and health linkages.
Currently, there is a lack of education and awareness regarding holistic cascade management, with insufficient
institutional frameworks for participatory planning. As a result, there are few holistic management plans based
on comprehensive cascade ecology understanding, and no supportive models or guidelines for sustainable land
management approaches in village tanks.

Most interventions targeting VTCS development, often overlook ecological aspects, focusing on conventional
technical approaches instead. This neglect leads to adverse outcomes such as flooding, water scarcity, and
salinity. Limited awareness among farmers and communities exacerbates the issue. A key challenge is the lack of
understanding of cascade ecology and its links to human health across society. Poor coordination and policy
coherence hinder project success, as stakeholders work in isolation. Nationally, there's inadequate capacity
building and research partnerships to manage cascade landscapes effectively for multiple benefits, including
human health.

Agriculture and sustainable land management rely on healthy ecosystems and biodiversity, impacting human
health positively or negatively (WHO and CBD, 2015). In Sri Lanka, poor agricultural practices harm biodiversity
and ecosystem services, affecting human health. Overuse of pesticides contributes to health issues like Chronic
Kidney Disease, while simplified agricultural landscapes lead to dietary shifts and non-communicable diseases.
Unplanned land use, degradation, pollution, invasive species, climate events, and fragmentation further diminish
ecosystem services, worsening health outcomes.



Critical among Sri Lanka's ecological challenges is the degradation of cascade wetland landscapes in the Dry Zone,
impacting biodiversity and ecosystem services. These landscapes, rich in resources vital for local communities,
suffer from overexploitation, leading to species and habitat decline. Village tanks, integral to cascade landscapes,
have deteriorated due to development projects and agricultural changes, exacerbating ecosystem degradation.
Deforestation, population growth, loss of fertile lands, and increased drought severity further degrade these
landscapes, eroding traditional biodiversity conservation knowledge. Climate change exacerbates these issues,
particularly in the Dry Zone.

The Healthy Landscapes project is aiming to establish a platform for integrated and holistic sustainable land
management in VTCS landscapes based on cascade ecology principles and ecosystem services flow, including
human health outcomes. It adopts a holistic approach to VTCS landscape rehabilitation, creating multi-sectoral
platforms for sustainable management plans and guidelines. It introduces innovative SLM and agroecology
approaches, with a focus on soil health and optimized water use. The project also develops and implements
sustainable restoration models with stakeholder and local community involvement.

The project aims to scale up holistic cascade restoration guidelines following evaluation at project test sites to
neighbouring cascade landscapes in the Dry Zone and beyond. It leverages national interest through its
approaches, practices, and lessons learned.

In line with above the TOR, this assignment is to prepare sequential guidelines for evaluation of land-use system
based / tank component base status assessment targeting comprehensive multidisciplinary multi-stakeholder
integration holistic approaches and enhance awareness on related stakeholders on application of guidelines for
systematic restoration planning and implementation for cascade integrated landscape restoration. Summary of
assigned task is given in the table 2.

Table 1: Activities responsible and targeted project components

Component 4: Knowledge, information management and monitoring and evaluation

Outcome 4: Project implementation based on results-based management and application of project lessons

learned in future operations facilitated

Output 4.2. Project-related best practices, knowledge products and lessons learned systematized and

published for a variety of audiences and stakeholder groups

Key deliverables List of sub activity
Activity 4.2.1 Develop 1. Prepare set of sequential 1. Develop and submit Action Plan with
restoration guidelines on guidelines for evaluation of land- expected time targets

enhancing ecosystem and | use system based / tank component |2. Formulate guideline for restoration

eco-health considerations |base status assessment targeting planning of VTCS using LADA-WOCAT
in cascade tank restoration |comprehensive multidisciplinary approach by developing all model data
with a workshop following | multi-stakeholder integration for pilot cascade landscape

that holistic approaches

2.) Enhance awareness on related |3. Prepare training materials

stakeholders on application of 4. Conduct training workshops




guidelines for systematic 5. Submission of printable version of all
restoration planning and products (with a set of hard copy)
implementation for cascade

integrated landscape restoration.

The main tasks under taken were 1. Develop and submit Action Plan with expected time targets were already
submitted, 2. Formulation of restoration guidelines were completed and final version is attached separately 3.
Preparation of training materials for stakeholder training workshops and the following are the main
responsibilities of the consultant;

1. Initial planning and preparation of work schedules
2. Formulation of restoration guidelines for cascade landscapes
3. Prepare materials for stakeholder training workshops

4. Conduct training programs enhance line stakeholders



2 FINAL PROGRESS

Progress of Sub activity 1 - Develop and submit action Plan with expected time targets completed and already
submitted with 1t & 2" Report.

Progress of Sub activity 2 — “Restoration Guidelines on enhancing ecosystem and eco-health considerations in
cascade tank restoration” has been developed and finalized softcopies and hard copy have been submitted to
Healthy Landscape project office and a soft copy is attached separately.

Progress of Sub activity 3 - Training materials for all the training sessions and practical sessions were prepared.
List of training materials and presentations given bellow can be found in the Annexure |

1. PowerPoint presentation - Introduction to Cascade Restoration Guidelines (section 2.1.1)

2. PowerPoint presentation - Spatial setting of Village Tank Cascade Systems (VTCS) and anatomy of tank
associated components (Section 2.1.2.)

3. PowerPoint presentation — Land-use data in Sri Lanka (section 2.1.3)

4. PowerPoint presentations - GIS for Land Use System (LUS) mapping (GIS basics, GIS data models, Open-
source GIS software & free data sources, GPS & mobile apps) Section 2.1.4 —2.1.8)

5. Model formats for Questionnaire Manual (QM) approach (QM Code sheets, QM Definition sheet, LUS
change assessment, Land degradation assessment, land degradation impact assessment Status of
already implemented sustainable land management technologies and approaches (Section 2.2.1 —
2.2.8),

6.. Model formats for local level detailed Land degradation and Sustainable Land Management status
assessment (Soil assessment, Water sources assessment, Biodiversity assessment & Livelihood
assessment Key-informant data formats, community group discussion data formats) (section 2.3.1-
2.3.7)

Progress of Sub activity 4 - Conduct training workshop to Enhance awareness of related stakeholders on
application of guidelines for systematic restoration planning and implementation for cascade integrated
landscape restoration.

The training on applying cascade restoration guidelines was successfully conducted on 31 May 2024 at CeyBank
Rest, Anuradhapura. This training aimed to enhance the understanding and practical application of cascade
restoration techniques among the staff of various stakeholder agencies. Main objectives of the training was to
familiarize participants with the cascade restoration guidelines, to provide hands-on experience in applying these
guidelines and to facilitate the exchange of knowledge and best practices among participants.

The training was attended by over 25 participants from various agencies (Land Use policy Palming Department,
Provincial /District Land department, District Secretariate officials, University Academia and subject matter
specialists.

Agenda of the training workshop is given bellow.



Healthy Landscape Project
Training Workshop on Cascade Restoration Guidelines
Cey Bank Rest - Anuradhapura
315 May 2024

AGENDA

08:00 - 08:30 | Registration

08:30 - 09:00 | Opening Session

e Welcome Address — Mr. Ajith Silva, Project Manager, Healthy
Landscape Project

e Introduction of participants

09:00 - 10:00 | Introduction to Cascade Restoration Guidelines - Dr. H.K. Kadupitiya

10:00 - 10:30 | Tea Break

09:30 - 12:30 | Base Principles

e Spatial setting of Village Tank C ascade Systems (VTCS) and
anatomy of tank associated components

e Land degradation & Ecosystem analysis basics

e GIS for Land Use System (LUS) mapping

e Questionnisire Manual (QM) approach

e LUS-QM linkage development

12:30 - 13:30 | Lunch break

13:30 - 15:30 | Data need & gathering approaches
e Field investigation & Visual assessment
¢ Local knowledge integration
e Expert judgement

Data compilation and degradation mapping

15:00 - 15:30 | Tea Break

15:30 - 16:00 e Selection of priority landscape (hotspots/bright spots mapping)

e Local level detailed assessment of Land degradation (LD) and
Sustainable Land Management (SLM) practices

16:00 - 17:00 | Closing session

e Discussion

e Wrap-up

The training was stared with an opening session headed by the Healthy Landscape Project Manager who
welcomed all participants and delivered opening remarks for the training workshop.

After the opening session, introduction of cascade restoration guidelines with a PowerPoint presentation
was done to provide in-depth understanding principles and tools used for land-use system based QM
guided sun-national/ landscape level assessment approaches for hotspot mapping and detailed transect
guided local level assessment approaches.

Comprehensive training given to participants on Base Principles details on Spatial setting of Village Tank
Cascade Systems (VTCS) and anatomy of tank associated components, Land degradation & Ecosystem
analysis basics, GIS for Land Use System (LUS) mapping, Questionnaire Manual (QM) approach, LUS-QM
linkage development, Data need & gathering approaches, Field investigation & Visual assessment, Local
knowledge integration, Expert judgement, Data compilation and degradation mapping, Selection of
priority landscape (hotspots/bright spots mapping), Local level detailed assessment of Land degradation
(LD) and Sustainable Land Management (SLM) practices.



During the conduct, participants were allowed to ask questions and up-on request of the participants,
detailed clarifications on Land Use System Based approach, cascade related ecosystem services, GIS
principles, QM data collection tools were done with more examples.

Headed by the Project Manager, the closing session was conducted with discussion and feed-back
components. Some of the comments were given below.

e A professor (watershed management specialist) commented on the approach and sited that, the
approach is well aligned with watershed-based approach and with the Land Use System Based
approach, some gaps of Watershed based approach can be rectified. He also invited to introduce
this approach for university students by conducting similar sessions.

e A professor (Soil Science) commented on the training and stated he has heard on LADA approach
and the knowledge gain during the training was much appreciated, holistic approach of the
cascade restoration process was valued and willing to link for any collaborative tasks for practical
holistic application of cascade restoration guidelines.

e LUPPD staff members responded during the discussion session and mentioned that the land-use
mapping approaches can be improved to match the land use system-based mapping system
which is a key need of landscape plaining at all levels. They also requested to conduct similar
training for the staff of other districts if possible.

e The land officers commented that during the land alienation process the knowledge gained
during the training will be much helpful for minimizing environmental damages.

e Staff of divisional secretariate office appreciated the approach and agreed to provide all
necessary support for any level of field implementation programs.

Attendance sheet is separately attached.



ANNEXURE I.

TRAINING MATERIALS

2.1.1 Presentation 1 - Introduction to Cascade Restoration Guidelines
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Cascade Restoration Guidelines
Introduction to Cascade Restoration

Guidelines

Harsha K Kadupitiya
31 May2024
Anuradhapura

Land degradation & Ecosystem services
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« Principle 2. Ecological Restoration Draws on ManyTypes of Knowledge: Theinformation on status of
each land use system will be collected through questionnaire manual (Land Degradation Assessment—
QM Questionnair lided brainstorming

« Principle 3. Emlogical Restoration Practice is Informed by Native Reference Ecosystems, while
Considering Environmental Change: Land use change trends and degradation types and extent, best
practices already operational will be eval uated during sub-ational or landscape level assessmentas well
as local level transectassessment

« Principled. Eoological Restoration Supports Ecosystem Recovery Processes

« Principle5. Ecosystem Recovery is Assessed againstClear Goalsand Objectives, Using Measurable
Indicators

pleé. Ecnlogical Restoration Seeks the Highest Level of RecoveryAttainable

« Principle7. Eclogical Restoration Gains Cumulative Value when Appliedat Large Scales

+Principle8. Ecological Restorationis Part of a Continuum of Restorative Activities
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Figure 3. An illustration of the process used to map ecosystem services.
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Guiding flow
diagram of the
landscape
restoration
planning process

Mapping Land Degradation & Sustainable Land
Management
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- Prevention / Cure
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Local /field level
(Case studies)
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Methodology in brief

1. Develop Land Use System {LUS)
maps

2. Establish LUS linked QM Data
3. Form stakeholder — expert group

4. National/ subnational LADA
assessment

5. Develop degradation hotspotand
bright spot map for three project
districts

6. Local level LADA assessment

~

Incorporate country assessment

to WOCAT Global network

Integrate land use map with
other zonal maps in GIS

Link QM to eachLUS using MS
access & GIS software
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team

Train GIS and LADA team (2
international 5 local)

Complete QM database with
LADA team (Brainstorming
sessions)

Develop Land degradation
maps
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Conduct local level assessment
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and bird-eye view
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Initial planning and expert group and institutional engagernertt settings

Obtain necessary authorizations for LD and SLM assessment.
Determine stakeholder invelvement.

Develop a detailed project plan {stakeholders and key policymakers,
including activities, timeline, budget and responsibilities, based on specific
country heeds).

Secure budget for implementation.

= Obtainthe services of GIS specialists, GIS software,

= Assessdata availability and the interinstitutional agreements toe ensure

data sharing.

= Establish a coordination mechanism.

= Establish awork plan for project implementation.

= Develop a communication strategy to ensure regular feedback and
awareness of project activities and achievements among key stakeholders,

Land use mapping

Landscape (Sub-National} level Land Degradation (LD} and Sustainable
Land Managemerit (SLM} assessment

1. Land Use System {LUS) mapping & unigque ID system for LUS units

2. LD and SLM assessment using the Questicnnaire Manuels {QM)

3. Mapping questionnaire results and report development.

Land-use maps of pilot sutes

sraroy oo wruTe

o

oo

PO

GEF Landscape Hoath Project

P

e srarvE

Coding Land Use

DATA & SOURCES

Data
1 Lland vsedata

2 Adminboundary
map

3 Forestand wildlife
reserve of Sri Lanka

4 Agro-ecological
map
5 Soil Series map

6 Elevation(30m
DENM)
7 Other layers

Description

Extractfrom land vse (1:10000
scale)maps

Admin boundariesfor
province, District, DSD and GN
division

The digital map of forest and
reservation areasof Sri Lanka

Digital map vsed for

Degrad ation assessment
Digital map vsed for

Degrad ation Assessment
Used forslope rap
developraent

Water, Catchiment, population,
Rural sector maps

Source of data

Land Use Policy Planning
Department(LJPPD)
Digital Ad min map available
atNRMCwas vsed

Departmentof Forest and
Departmentof Wild Life
Conservation

Natural Resources
Management Centre, DOA.
Natural Resources
Management Centre, DOA.
Acouired frorm USGS web
site

NRIVIC data re pository

No  Lend UseSystem (LUS)

Forest- Protected

Grasslands - protected
Grasslands - unmanaged
protected
managed

| tws_io |Land use Category

rrenLand, Sea-tsland, In

and, Sea 13land, lnland-1sla

K

5

.

7

3

9 Pecennial Agriculture - Coconut
10 Parennial Agriculture - Rubbar
11 Perennial Agriculture - Tes
12 Woody Perennial Crops

13 Woody Perennial - protected

FHome Garden, Palmyra,
doned Coconut, Home Garden, Rubber, Tea, Other

] 38
| 26
4 M | 31
17 ‘ﬂo(k l 32
18 Wetland - Protected I
19 Wetland - Unmanaged [ e b
Bo  lopenweter-prosaciod |as Bav. Chanel Lagoon, Lake, Lewaya, Lagoon, Mangroos,
- T ~ 4+ Sond, Reservou, Stream, Tank, Well
21 Open Water R Open water
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Validation of LU map

¢ Checking LUS boundaries for rectification of
boundaries for recent changes or to match the
ground situation.

* Verification of the land-cover classes used in the
LUS map.

* Verification of land uses within each land-cover
class to ensure that the LUS map accurately
reflects the ground conditions.

* The accuracy of the natural capital inventory (e.g.
soil, water and vegetation).

LUS coding & Data Processing
» QMCODE: [Dis_ID][DSD_ID][GN_ID][LUS ID]
* Eg: [AN][TP][paddy]=1301026

@z e

LD and SLM assessment
using Questionnaire Manual (QM)

1. Land-use change assessment
2. LD assessment

3. Conservation and SLM assessme
4. Expert recommendations

Compilation of QM collected data

OrCausez
Orcauser
(rOeCautat
InDrcaue:
InDrcau
et
o2
Degr
Bret%
Dewre
Inorcased
Comment

InDrcasel
Inrcane

]!
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Data processing and linking with GIS +roeo
g £
S el i
AN A SE REWE AR o] AITIIRE ,
- WG W A8 e
SR e Coax
o e =)

n l

y
&
A
o

R T Tam

Examples for LADA-Maps

. Trend of LUS change

. Trendin LUS change intensity

. Degradation extent

. Degree of land degradation

. Degradation rate

. Extent of SLM practices

. Effectiveness of existing SLM practices

. Degradation with impact: negative high and very high
. Principal types of land degradation

10. Total degradation index or degradation severity

W NN U bW

dam

f

70,000
Legend

£ Degraded extent
%

170,000
Legend
7 LUS area bend

120N
812N

810N

BI00N

v

aEUN

Tom
h

L asgon
3
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170,000

£ Legend
= Degree of degradation
© Degree

o degrasaion
e

. vosene

-

o
A »r
f'—»\
R e
o il 2
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s100N
100N

osoN
¢
L asson
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Land Degradation Drivers and Pressures

Human induced factors

* Direct Drivers & Pressures
— Lack of knowledge on SLM
— Cultivating slopy lands without SLM
— Over use of agrochemicals and fertilizer
— Unsystematic use of lands for continuous annual
cropping
— Unplanned development activities
— Inappropriate land reclamation
— Mining & other industries

— Unscientific solid waste management particularly in
urban areas

— Encroachments and land use changes

1:70,000

10N

Legend
Rate of degradation

Noata
B siowy increasng dogragason
I oceraety oxsoasi cegracanon

#1270
B1ZoN

8100N
8100N

s8N

]

L asson

Land Degradation Drivers and Pressures

Human induced factors

* Indirect Drivers & Pressures
— Population pressure
— Poverty
— Inadequate policy enforcement
— Lack of Land ownership
— Land fragmentation

Dll = Z(Exti * Degi * Ratei) Equation 1
Where,

DIy = Degradation Index 1

Ext, =Percentage extent of i" degradation type

Deg; =Degree of i degradation type
Rate, =Rate of i"” degradation type

Bl Z(Eth - Degl " Rate,) Equation 2
- ¥ Ext;
Where,
DI, = Degradation Index 2
Ext, = Percentage extent of e degradation type

Deg, =Degree of i'" degradation type
Rate, =Rate of i degradation type

Land Degradation Drivers and Pressures

* Natural factors

— Rainfall characteristics, topography and soils
(climate change: increase intense rainfall)

— Surface Erosion, Gully erosion, Loss of Habitats,
Fertility Decline, Loss of Soil Life, and Loss of top
soil are the degradation types taking place at
present
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General comments on LADA-WOCAT

* LADA approach is comprehensive, flexible and
convenient for national assessment

¢ Land use base approach provide opportunities for
systematic and convenient assessment of land
degradation status in a landscape

* Has the ability to incorporate historical trends
through OM & field staff expert knowledge

* Degradation types mostly associated with LUS

* Most of the hotspots associated with dynamic
LUS (seasonal crop cultivation lands)

* LADA approach can easily be adapted for national
SLM planning

Local Level Assessment of Land Degradation
and Sustainable Land Management (SLM)

Soil Assessment

GLOBAL ]
NATIONAL
REGIONAL

Loc AL Fnancal

\ DRIVING FORCES |/~ Responses. -
(Indirect drivers) | ¥ /

[ STATES / IMPACTS
PRESURES of on
g (Direct drivers) Land Degradation Ecosystem
= Services
| L = | -

Research area

£ . Crops — cassava, rice,
Perennials (Mango,
avocado, pineapple,
Banana, Manderine)
and vegetables

* Physiography - Hilly
and Mountainous

Neelawala

Main steps involve in local assessment

1. Assessment group formation
2. Characterization of study area
3.Survey visit and transect walk
4.Vegetation assessment

5.So0il Assessment

6. Water resource assessment

7. Livelihood assessment

Setting of
Sample
Lines
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Distribution of Soil Profile
= through Soil Transect

Major degraded types

Soil Erosion
L 1.Gully Erosion
~ e . e 2.Rill Erosion
s 3. Sheet Erosion
« « «
Site Description Cont.. .
Observation Observe Mica Mottlecolurs M aJ or d e g rd d € d type S
Tillage pan 0*3=0 2*3=6 2*3=6 2*3=6
Aggregate Size Site 2
distribution 1*3=3 1*3=3 1*3=3 1*3=3
Soil crusts 2%2=4 2*2=4 2%2=4 2%2=4 H H
Earthworns 0*2=0 2*2=4 2%2=4 2%2=4 SO I | E rosion
Roots 1*3=3 1*3=3 1*3=3 1*3=3
Total(A) 10 20 20 20 v
Soil visual assessment Moderate Good Good Good o, 1 G U”y Er05|0n
Slakingand dispersion 1*1.5=1.5 1*1.5=1.5 1*1.5=1.5 1*1.5=15 4 'ﬂ 2. R||| Erosion
Soil pH 54 54 5.4 54 E 1
Water infiltration 1*3=3 1*3=3 1*3=3 1*3=3 2 awr 3 Sheet Er05|0n
oc ‘
EC 0.014{Normal) 0.014(Normal)  0.014{Normal) 0.014{Normal) o
Total B 9.34 9.34 9.34 9.34
Soil measurement Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate
A+B 19.34 29.34 29.34 29.34
Good
Moderate Good Good

Analyzing Soil
Samples at the
Laboratory

Major Degraded Types

Soil Erosion
1.Gully Erosion
2.Rill Erosion
3.Sheet Erosion
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Recommendations for Controlling
Land Degradation

Soil Erosion

Contour Cultivation

Establishment of drainage system {drenches)
Establishment of terraces with back slope
Application of stone bunds, SALT methaod,
lock and spill drains

5. Cover crop introduction

=

Main Suggestions

Land degradation has close link with land use systems
Land degradation impact on supply capacity of ecosystem
services in particular landscape
+ Degraded forest has low regulatory ES supply capacity
+ Eroded farm land has low Provisioning ES supply capacity
In-depth analysis of across whole landscape is needed, prior
to any type of SLM interventions
This approach has many appropriate tools for setting up
national sustainable land management program
+ Tools availablefor different spatial scales (National/ landscape/local
« Flexible tointegrate expert judgments and technical assessment tools
+ Provide solutions for consolidate fragmented institutional setup
+ Support of global networks available at WOCAT web portals

Recommendations for Controlling
Land Degradation Cont.

Iron Toxicity

1. Improve drainage at water logging area

2. Check PH and apply adequate amount of
dolomite

3. Apply 25% more MOP

4. Transplanting paddy instead of sowing

5. Avoid application of green manure

Thank you

Local assessment Conclusion

Soil erosion is the major type of degradation
observed in transact.

Site 2, 3 and 4 can bhe considered ideal for
agriculture but site 1 is marginal due to shallow
soil depth and due to susceptibility for soil
erasion.

Therefore should apply soil conservation
technology into these fields and should maintain
existing soil conservation measures.
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2.1.2 Presentation - “Spatial setting of Village Tank Cascade Systems (VTCS) and anatomy
of tank associated components”

$ 4 o Climatic Influence of

Earth-Sun Geometry & Dynamics

2008 8 bas Dmueda
eyndduncrer Heotuginy Sl
The Heaithy Landscapes Project

) 8§ =

Cascade Restoration Guidelines

Spatial Setting of VICS &

- Anatomy of tank associated
components

Harsha K Kadupitiya
31¥tMay 2024
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Day & night length change over time and space
:j:j;:" Hours of daylight on January 02
i il 4= 5 Lonka
N . k "iuf.,
e
| @neilikaye \—:E;, D " 26

K Earth-Sun Geometry & Dynamics
gifs.com

tar Easter;
60°N vo! oy

Westerlies
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Equator
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> [

8
Westerlies
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Sun’s position over Sri Lanka

05% - 15% Apr 2023 from South o North 28% Aug- 08% Sep 2023 from North to South

= =
= Ca 2
= o R

[ “antaiso .ty del et
o i Dl ek tel

=% =
= =
T = -

Source: MetDepartment:

Asian Monsoonal Region
®» |ncline angle of the earth: 23.5°

= When rofating the globe around the sun,
convergent zone (Plan of ecliptic] move
North-South direction relative to
equator.

= Hence, climate seasons occur

Climate of Sri Lanka
spatial and temporal aspects
@ Tropical Region

@ Indo-china monsoonal region

@ Maritime Climate

@ Topography

==
e +23.5° Latitude from equator (ShLanka 5-10°N)
& Highly dynamic global air circulation
@ High rainfall & Short dry season

uthwest monsoon (May-Sep) - Yala
@ Northeast m onsoon [Dec-Feb) — Maha
® Intermonsoonal / conventionatrain

@ kland (65,610 km?)
@ Climate influenced bysea

® Temperature differences with altitude change
e Temporal & spatial differences of climate

Influence of topography and
land form

tma
gy syt
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Water flow
= Overland flow
= |nferflow

= Ground water flow

Riverbasin
(Mainwatersheds)

= \Water divide boundary make
10% main watersheds /basins

= Water flow toward lower lands
overwaler-courses (streams,
rivers, etc.

Mainwatersheds
connected fo Cenfral
Land Massif (CLM)

= CLM provide w ater to
sustain dow nstream
landscape

= CLM fulfill the w ater
needs during rainfall
deficit season

= Some parts of those
basins connected fo
CLM do not receive
water due fo
fopographic bares

Map of Sri Lankan reseryoirs

Mahawelischemes

Distribution of
VICS in Sri Lanka

= Some riv er basins are not connected to
Central Land Massif

= Those besin receiv e water from rainfall of
own basin ared and one secson access
water and the other season water deficit

WTCS foundin main watershed that are not
connected to Central Land Massif

= Over 12000 functional fanks are found in Dry:
and Intermediate cascade zones

24




I Prominent agro-ecosystems

Prominent agro-ecosystems

= Geographical divenity based agro-ecosystem
= Vilage tank cascade system
= Anicut based stream fed system
= Ovilafarming system
Kandyan home garden agro-ecasystern
= Slopping land cultiv ation system
= Ground water - dry zone cultiv ationsysterrs
= Jaffna groundwater cultiv ationsysterrs
= Colonial Influencedsystem — plantationsector
= fodem technological advancement
= Major multkpurpose irigation systerrs
= Lt irigation systerrs

Village tank cascade systems

= The Tank Cascade System [VTICS) 5 an man-made irigation infrastructure in Sri
Lanka & represents the wisdom of ancient hydrologic experts with deep
knowledge of ecological functions.

VICS k a network of smaill tanks draining into large reservoirs, designed to store
rainwater and surface runoff for future use.

CS was created to harmonize the natural flow of water, supporting both
human and ecological needs by synchronzing various components of the
ecosystem.

= \/CS serves as a model for a unique and sustainable ecological production
lanckcape that sustains diverse life forms, including florg, fauna, and people, in
the face of warious natural and human-induced challenges.

= VICS In 2017, the Tank Coscade System was designated as a Globally
Important Agricultural Heritage System (GIHAS) by the United Nations Food
and Agriculture Organization.

Spatial settings of VICS

Spatiad levels

Assesment

f Vilicge T

Erluatc gpat
tiysbers 2 atinnfn ot

s aleer re dheite

Subnatons.
(VTS0 Zonca)

a0l cluszer:ng pat:T, of VTGS witair 3

Sub-watsrheds
i¥:llage Tanz Cazcade Syotem
(VT3] comolexca;

Veao-catenercata

5 Evaluatc speadl
Al dio il VT

susat.on of v:lage tanks, macte 26
vtz e perkd

Ty dluale spe i sl of bllape ank i gssveio.zd
= wizhin ricvo-cazehm

ofarTLs

National Level Cascade zones Sub National LevelSetting

VTCSzone
consttedwith tank
cascade
corrplexes (sub
catchments)

All the water
directed tolarge
resenyoir
[Nachchaduwa)
Tanks & fank
systerrs are placed
to get maxirmum
benefits from
upper catchment
wiaterflow

Besin / Catchment
boundary normally
conskte dwith
vegefationcover
associatedforest
tanks fosustain
naturalfauna &
lora

Ensemble of the Cascade System and lis Anatomy:

Soure om0 10 DTS B LI EL LS
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The spatid sefiing of fark

Ensemble of the Cascade System and Its Anatomy

catchment in the MahakarumulaVTCs.

=

1=tk bect
2=fonkbund

iowmstreciressrvaicn (Katokoickine)
tromn tres bt (Gasgerrerona)
5= upstrecen shellowtonk becl (Wendhaui

7=shubland (Loind)
i infeci fcrrricinct (Henci)
= harmlet (Gongesk)

incige (Kiwul-ska)
16 =inigedicn conct
16 = strearn (Ba)

Different types of aquifers
in S Lanka

Groundwater resourcesin Jaffna Peninsula

(Source: Puvereswaran, 1985)

Some agro-eco systems

= Soppingland cutivationsystens

= Jafihagroundwater wels

Spatial distribution of agro-ecosystems in Sri Lankal

i Lankan reservoirs

Mahaweli schemes

B

Souros: Mohowel Autharityor Si 1Pk

‘Sourca: Departrrent of Agrorian Devaloprant

Spatial distribution of agro-ecosystems in Sri Lanka

Si Lankes protect ed areas sup erimp osed with land
use (Source: Land use: Survey Dept. 2007 Protected
areas: MoE, 2012

Spatial distribution of Traditional
Agro-ecosysterrs

Final notes and Suggestions

®» Sri Lanka is endowed with a high degree of natural resources that
support a diverse range of agricultural production landscapes.

®» The enfire country boasts a rch vanety of agro-ecosystems
strategically located across different spafial zones.

® Sri Lanka has implemented well-designed water utilizafion zones to
efficiently manage its water resources.

he central land massif of 81 Lanka plays a crucidl role in supplying
irrgationwater to the irigationregions of the Dry Zone.

= The cascade systems progeriy in place to proritize the sustainability
of all aspects, including human well-being, the environment, flora
and fauna, and overdl ecosystem hedlth. This approach is closely
alignedwith the One Health concept.

= Suggest integrating spatiad considerafions into  development

inferventions o further enhance the sustcinable use of these
naturcl resources.
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Thank you very much
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2.1.3 Presentation - “Land data in Sri Lanka”

¢ W @

8003 8 chon DmnuiSae
SiCgradwiorer Heolugiy SLb
The Heaithy Landscapes Preject

® ¥ >

gel

Cascade Restoration Guidelines
Land Use data in Sri Lanka

Harsha K Kadupitiya
315t May 2024

Anuradhapura

Introduction

* Agriculture related map information in Sri Lanka not
well organized
* Map of seasonal crop land distribution ?
* Map of Home Garden distribution?
* Map of Rainfed paddy?

¢ Land Classification System in Sri Lanka
* Criteria for differentiation of scrub land ?
* Criteria for demarcation of Home Gardens ?

GIS Data Availability

Topographic maps of survey department

* 10 major data classes

* Vegetation and agriculture land categories are
included in 2 data classes (open space lands and
vegetation).

* Open Space Land: 4 data classes & 10 feature types
* Vegetation : 27 feature types

* Northern and central Province 1982-1994

* Data development year range from 1994 to 2017

* Digital data available

Land information
* 1:50,000 & 1:10,000 (Survey Department)

Conventional Signs (Legend)
Ros

Land Use Maps of Land Use Policy Planning Department

Land-use map covering whole island at 1:10000 scale

Developed following 11 stepped procedure with several
steps for field checking & accuracy assessment

Recently updated data (2015 -2017)

8 main land use classes and 264 sub-classes

41 sub-classes categorized as agriculture lands

Some agriculture related land classes grouped into non-
agricultural lands

Available in GIS compatible digital data formats
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Land related
spatial data

Village tank cascades &

Anicut Clusters
Department of Agrarian Services

Land related
spatial data

Forest cover map

Forest Department

Forest cover in Sri Lanka

Lowland rain forests Il
Montane & lower montane forests
Dry monsoon forests
Moist monsoon forests Il
Sparse & open vegetation |
Riverine dry forests
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literature survey on agro ecosystem classification
systems

* Agro-ecosystems in Sri Lanka
* Traditional

Cascade / Anicut Systems

Kandyan Home Gardens

Ovita System

Chena

Plantation

Rainfed Agriculture

* Modern

Major Irrigation

Minor Irrigation

Cultivation with ground water {Agro-well)

Slopping Land Cultivation

Urban & Semi-urban agriculture

literature survey on agro ecosystem classification
systems
* Cropping pattern
* Rice — Rice
* Rice — Vegetable / OFC
* Rice — Fallow
* Vegetable - OFC
* Mixed cropping
* Multiple cropping
* Relay cropping
* Alley cropping

literature survey on agro ecosystem classification
systems

Table 5. of et.al. (1995)

[No |Forests Grassiands TCoastal and marine |Inland wetlands | Agricultural

01 |Tropical Thorn Forest Wet Montane grasslands |Mangroves. Flood Plains, Trigated Lowland
|(asid 20ne) (wet potanas)

{02 |Dry Evergreen Forest  |Dry Montane grasslands (Salt Marshes [Swamp forests | Rainfed Lowland

| l{ory 20ne) (dry patanas)

{03 |Molst Deciduous Forest | Tamana and Talawa grass [Sand Dunes Tstreams Rainfed Upland
(Ory zne) tands

04 | Moist Sermi Evergreen Wet Villu grasslands Mudfiats Rivers Rainfed and Spring

| |Forest (intermediate 200e) fed Terraces

{05 [Wet Semi Evergreen forest| [Seagrass Beds [Ponds Home Gardens
(Intermediate zore)

06 |Tropical Savannah Forest Lagoons & Estuaries Dry Zone Lift

(Dry/Intermediate zone} Irigation Systems

{07 |Tropical Wet Evergreen Coral Reefs Shifting Cultivation
|__{Forest (Wet zone) 1 1 i
08 |Sub Montana Evergreen Coastal Seas.

Forest (Wet zone)
09 |Montana Temperate
| Forest

literature survey on agro ecosystem classification
systems
Other agriculture land systems found during literature survey
* Cascade agro-ecosystem
* Home Gardens

* dry zone home gardens

* wet zone home gardens

+ Jaffna home gardens

Kandyan Home Gardens (Kandy, Matale, Kegalle and Rathnapura,
Kurunegala)

* Qvita system
* Plantation crops

Traditional
* Tank cascade systems
The Viage Tark
de
System
.
| 4

Essangal Components of Traditional Vilage Tank Systems

Traditional

* Kandyan Home Gardens
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Traditional
* Kandyan Home Gardens

Kandyan|Home|Gardenlagro-ecosystems inihighiand|intermediate zone

Traditional
* Kandyan Home Gardens
= Coconut, Arica sp
f
Jak.Mango..
| 7N
Mahogany, J
and other tlmb-f p
Clove, th‘ng ‘ Avacardo,

1T \ §’r | l ":'mum.., p—
L 'T":"";T"'{ {[ _],,J d “!"’ 4’ 17,,, +::h?

Traditional
* QOvita

\Wetizoneland wetivegetablelagro-ecosystems|

Traditional
¢ QOvita

Traditional

¢ Chena

Traditional

* Slopping land cultivation systems




Traditional Traditional
* Slopping land cultivation systems * Tea & Paddy

HIGH - MID - COUNTRY
WET ZONE
PADDY CUMTEA CULTIVATION

Traditional
* Plantation: Rubber
B BTN L

* Plantation crops

Modern ecosystems

Agro-well based dry zone cultivation systems

Perennial crops
* Cinnamon
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Traditional
* Low cou ntry wetzone ecosystem

LOW COUNTRY
WET ZONE

Homa Garden Home Garden
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* Land Use Classification system need to be improved

1. Assess agriculture related land types in SrilLanka
2. Develop land classification system for Sri Lanka

3. Develop data sets for agriculture LUS with base data,
attribute data and zone data.

4. Develop spatial information system for agriculture LUS
for Sri Lanka

femeria or

cazdory fiom
hers

ho_32hIteraz. € survey, Frma da colksted
Wt 1 & i s

R on
m: ¢ Aaes s
£ acoMtatizn A4pp 0achcs, 1 formciion
el ol it . vy g1l o3
dise_ 55 ons, Key info-air 22w

Classificalion System
for Agro-ecosystems
and Agricullure Land
Use Systems
iLUs)

A GPATIAL TATA
A teany smallsne cda
i oy ul v
RS dats Tidizia, sollect en

INFORMATION
SYSTEM
for Agro-ecosystems
and Agricullure Land
Use Systems

Methodology

FRICESS 46 €34T DATS
s umuclion E 2o 1l iy R i il
Datz mercing Athib.ce dal: prozessing

FILLIL 3 DATA 34PS

1Ig1Ping * “ted raps, | R A=A e,

LEAyTIng On 1T Viewss, rtep- at-np- it
a3, Pr0c: Eoring cata

THANK YOU

33




2.1.4 Presentation - 1 : GIS basics for Land Use System (LUS) mapping

é ) LY

2008 98 chon DmnceSe
S Opraduoren Beotiugiiny S
The Healthy Landscapes Project

@ § 2

Cascade Restoration Guidelines
GIS for Land-use-system mapping

Harsha K Kadupitiya
31 May 2024
Anuradhapura

Spatial tools and application basics

* Introduction to geographic information systems
* Map Projection & coordinates
* GIS data models
* Map production

»Types of maps

»Elements of a map

»GIS software

»Data collection for Map production
* Uses of maps

* Available maps

* Map reading

* Using map as field guide

* Limitations of maps

¢ Mobile phone apps & map browsers

Geographic Information System - GIS

A Geographical information system is a
computerized system for integrate spatial and
non-spatial data in a referenced space

It 1s designed to acgquire, store, retrieve,
manipulate, analyze, visualize data for
generation of information according to user
requirements’

Contribution of different Disciplines/ tasks

Network Analysis

ncident Mapping Spatial Measurement

B

GIS Integrates All ...to See the Wholel

GIS can hold specific map data

Building as layers

Soil type

Streets Maps can be produced using
Admin only one layer or any group of
Ecology selected layers as required
Landuse

What is a map ?

A map is a symbolic depiction emphasizing
relationships between elements of some
space, as objects, regions, or themes.

Map

A map is a symbolic representation of selected
geographic elements with their relationships

= A generalized / simplified view of an area

= As seen from above

= Usually north oriented

= A two-dimensional representation

= Greatly reduced size

= It has a scale
= Has grid or coordinate
= Features given by symbols, lines, and colors

= Display only selected features

6/2/2024
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* Need convert 3D Globe into 2D map

3D - GLOBE

Map Projection & coordinates

¢ First 3D Globe need
to be convertedinto
2D map

GLOBE

Map Coordinates

2 Types
* Geographical coordinates given as latitude and longitude
* Grid coordinates given as Easting & Northing

1. Geographical coordinates

* Uses degrees, minutes, minutes
— Each degrees & minutes is divided into 60 graduations

* Horizontal lines (Parallels of latitude)
— Reference to equator
» Vertical lines (Meridians of longitude)

— Reference to Greenwich line

6210 N7 3 E

Coordinates: Latitude and Longitude

* Latitude
* Measured in degrees North and South of the Equator.
* Lines drawn parallel to each other running west to east.

Longitude

* Longitude
* Measured in degrees East or Wes
of the prime meridian.

* Lines drawn running North and
South.

Two-Dimensional spatial referencing approaches

North pole

P (244,249)

Two dimension spatial referencing approaches
{a) Through geographic coordinates
{b) Through Cartesian plane, rectangular coordinates (x, y)

5/2/2024 12

35




Map of the world and was drawn in the year 1703
MAPPA GEOGRAPHICA VNIVERSALIS IN PLANO ET FIGVRA QVADRATA.
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© Bodleian Library, University of Oxford

Map Projections

— o Cylindrical projections Azimusthal projections
"E“ '.n_
o Py

Aspect of projections
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Geographic Coordinates of Sri Lanka — WGS 84

Units are degrees

Not possible to calculate
distance, Area, Depth,
Volume, etc.

So we need convert map units
from degrees into distance
units

Latitude

Projection need to be done
before use maps for analysis
involve distance or areas

«  Longitude

Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) coordinate system

P

1- 60 Time Zones (One zone 6°wide)
20 Latitude bands from Cto X (omits | & Q)
each band 8° wide

UTM zone of Sri Lanka: 44N

UTM Zone 44

200 km, 200 km
at Piduruthalagala

Description = Coordinate System
Projection “ SL —UTM 44 “
Class=Coordinate System Projection
Type=CoordSystem

UnitSize=1.000000
Type=Projection

Projection = Transverse Mercator
Datum = Kandawala

Datum Area = [Projection]

False Easting = 200,000 m

False Northing = 200,000 m
Central Meridian: 80.771714 deg
Central Parallel: 7.000481 deg
Scale Factor= 0.9999238000

Latiltude
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Longitude
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TN Adsvarres

-

(Genic height (EGIZ008, rmaces500)

The geoid, exaggerated
to illustrate the
complexity of its surface.

Source: Denise Dettmering,
Seminar Notes for Bosch Tetekom,
Stuttgart,

2000.

Ellipsoid, Geoid and Datum

GPS
Topography
H ||k
= so\d NG .
e Geoid

H = ho -
Orthometric Ellipsoidal Height Geoid
Height from GPS Height

Natural Resources ManagementCentre,

§/2/2024

Peradeniya
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2.1.5 GIS Presentation 2 - GIS Data Models

GIS Data

Vector data: point, line,

File-based Datz Madels
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Spatial Data Types
1. Vector data
2. Raster data
3. Image data

4, Single/Multi-hand satellite data
5. Derived spatial dala
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Comman Vector files
Network
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Comman Yector files
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Raster Data

The raster data roded represenis the Earth’s
surfacs as an array of tswo-dimensional grid
cells, with cach c2ll having an associatad value:

1123 .-—-Cell(x,y)
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2.1.6 GIS Presentation 3 - Map production and Available maps

Maps production
Available Maps
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|0ne Inch Mag Index

One mile to one inch or 1:63,360 scale this
map series is commonly known as One
Inch. This is the first topographical map
series published in Sri Lanka and based
on surveys commenced on 1897 and
completed on 1925.

These maps were revised il

1972 the year metrication of maps were

F=

* One Inch to One mile
Map (1:63,360)

72 Sheets

o Out of 1834, 1:10,000 maps, only

488 were printed and another 570 K
sheets of photogrammetric plots 2 o Kooy w
were available at various stages [onkig Ve bon e | BE=ar
of production. ; ; [R5
)
* 58% of 1:10,000 maps in =
the Country.

BRI LANKA 1:10.000
ey

Sl
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Index to 1:50,000 Maps

o This map series is a new metric map I
series published to replace the old | *. |
One Inch. Commenced in 1979 and

0w

completed on 1996 .

e These maps compiled mostly using
modern photogrammetric methods
and cartographic technologies based
on old one inch series.

I 1:10:000 DE’ ital data in 2009

o 70% of the country will be

covered with 1:10,000 B gy
Digital Topographic Data in [ hy
2009. X

S W L /TP N S W W T T
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Googlesmy
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2.1.7 GIS Presentation 4 - Open source software and resources

{pen source softwarc
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COL - Trw Leasiag Cyee
Snaicw Seceip 0%
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GIS data —Natioral Spatic| Lata (NSCI)
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Google Earth
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2.1.8 GIS Presentation 5 - GPS, and Mobile apps

Global Positioning System {GPS)
and
Recording _ocation Coordinaws

GPS (Principles)

o o
4 .
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Mobile Apps

+ CTDrold SrlLanka — ay Chaneka Aavaccon, PL'S

Mobile Apps @ G

Mobile Apps

Mobile Apps

= Field Area Neasuie

Angle meter App 8=

Land slope messurements & é_.
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Heathy Landscape — Baseline Assessment LADA WOCAT Land Degradation Assessment

2.2  Land Degradation Assessment - QM Questionnaire (2024)

A.1. Administration Unit — Hiriwila site (GN) A.2. Administration Unit — Nachchaduwa site
1 | CP-MT-Dambulla-Siyambalawewa
2 NCP-AN-PaIugaswewa-Den‘w’ththewa 1 | NCP-AN-Ipalogama-Manewa 01_Natural forest
3_| NCP-AN-Palugaswewa-Horivila 2 | NCP-AN-Kekirawa-lhala Puliyankulam 02 Plantation forest
4_| NCP-AN-Palugaswewa-Keleva 3 | NCP-AN-Kekirawa-Maradankadawela 03 Protected recreational
5 | NCP-AN-Palugaswewa-Palugaswewa 4 | NCP-AN-Nachchaduwa-Nachchaduwa NT 04:Scrub land
6 | NCP-AN-Palugaswewa-Senadhiriyagama 5 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Alisthana 05_Grass land
7_| NCP-AN-Palugaswewa-Wayaulpatha 6 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Aluth Punchikulama 06_Sparsely vegetated or bare land
(GN) B. Land Use System (LUS) 7 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Dayagama 07_Unmanaged bare land
8 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Ethungama North 08_Annual cropping
9 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Ethungama South 09_Peranial non-woody cropping
10 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-ldigahawewa 10_Tree and shrub cropping
11 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Mahakanumulla 11_Tea
12 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Manakkulama 12_Home garden
13 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Paidikulama 13_Mining
14 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Sembukulama 14_Paddy abandoned
15 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Thirappane Kadawee 15_Paddy land
16 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Thirappanegama 16_Urban
17 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Walagambahuwa 17_Water_body
18 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Wanamal Uyana 18_Water_stream
19 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Wannammaduwa 19_Wetlands
20 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Wellamudawa
1. Land Use System Trends 1.3 Remarks (eg: reasons for trend)
1.1 Trend of area coverage changes 1.2 Trend of intensity changes
1. Area Coverage remains stable L NOMajorchanges | |
2. Area coverage slowly increasing 2. Moderate increase | | 000 s s s s st s s s sas e s e sassn e
3. Area coverage slowly decreasing 3. Moderate deCrease | | . ssseessssssssessssessessss s sesssseses s ses s ses s ses s set s ses s
4. Area coverage rapidly increasing 4. Major increase
5. Area coverage rapidly decreasing T N B




Heathy Landscape — Baseline Assessment LADA WOCAT Land Degradation Assessment

2. Important types of Land degradation prevailing within LUS in Admin unit, their causes and impacts (Refer Annex 1 & Annex 2 for description)

Land degradation types (a)
(One type or combination of types for | Extent
No a particular area) %

Degree of Rate of Direct Indirect Impact on Level of
degradation | degradation causes ecosystem Impact Remarks

(b) () Causes(d) | o) | services() | (g)

01

02

03

04

05

06

07

08
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Heathy Landscape — Baseline Assessment LADA WOCAT Land Degradation Assessment

3. Land Conservation types, measures, purposes, effectiveness and impacts (Refer Annex 1 for details and Annex 2 for definitions)

Name of
technology

Conservation
Group (h)

Conservation
Measures (i)

Purpose (j)

Conservation
Area %

Degradation
Addressed (a)

Effectiveness

(k)

Effectiveness
Trend

()

Start
Period

(yyyy)

End
Period

(yyyy)

Impact on Ecosystem
services (f)

Level of
Impact (g)

3.1 Remarks
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Heathy Landscape — Baseline Assessment LADA WOCAT Land Degradation Assessment

4. Expert Recommendation (please provide recommendations for degradation issue/s for LUS in the Admin unit in detail
4.1 Recommendation :- ..o,
F el Yo =T o) - 14 o o SO E O SRR UPRPRRRP
Y B AV 3 A== | o o USRI
el o (=1 VZ=1 1 € o o OO T OSSR

(Rl 2 U=] a =1 o 11 1L =) A1 oY s 1EA TP

4.2 Remarks:-

Contributor Details:

N OIS = e e et et e et e e e e et e aee e e et eateaneen e e e e et e ate e et et aateen e n e et e ateaae et aataaeean e ea et e aeeeateue e et eaneen e e ateaneeat et eat e eneen e eaateaaeens et earenn e eaataateanesue menen
DBSIGNATION//S: = vt eeeteete e e teste st e v v s e e e e s esves et bt st aas s as a2t etsetseteabe st e ab et et e s e s e e e e e e e s e st es bbbt bt bt aateas e aeeaeeae et eae b et et et et e e e a e abea et s enbenbas bt st raaen

Institution: -

(06 11 1 Lot ol 1Y Lo S TSROSO DATE: — oottt e e s
SIBNATUIE/S: oottt sttt st e et et eteste e be s aeseaeebe st ses b ebeaeeheaeesesbesaaseReehetabeR et eae et neases st eas s eaeehebaAes et eae et Aeatesaseasehe et aeebesbeteasetensatesbeseaseteseeneasesasereeren
Office Use: Data computerized by: ..o et st e DAt e e e e
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Heathy Landscape — Baseline Assessment LADA WOCAT Land Degradation Assessment

2.2.1 QM Code Sheet

(a) Type of Land Degradation

Code | Type of Degradation Main types

Bc | Reduction of vegetative cover

Bf | Detrimental effects of fires

Bh | Loss of habitats

BI | Loss of soil life Biological degradation

Bp | Increase of pests/diseases: reduction of biological control

Bg | Quantity/biomass decline: reduced vegetative production for different land use

Bs | Quality and species composition/diversity decline

Cn | Fertility decline and reduced organic matter content Chemical Soil deterioration

Ha | Aridification: decrease of average soil moisture content

Hg | Change in groundwater/aquifer level

Hp | Decline of surface water quality

Hqg | Decline of groundwater quality Water degradation
Change in quantity of surface water: change of the flow regime (flood, low

Hs , .
flow, drying up of rivers and lakes)

Hw | Reduction of the buffering capacity of wetland areas

Wg | Gully erosion/gullying

Wm | Mass movements/landslides
Offsite degradation effects : deposition of sediments, downstream flooding,

Wo | siltation of reservoirs and waterways, and pollution of water bodies with eroded Soil erosion by water
sediments

Wr | Riverbank erosion

Wt | Loss of topsoil/surface erosion

(b) Degree of Degradation

(c) Rate of Degradation

No change in degradation

Slowly increasing degradation

Slowly decreasing degradation

1 Light
8 1
2 Moderate )
3 Strong 3
4 Extreme 4
5
6
7

Moderately increasing degradation

Moderately decreasing degradation

Rapidly increasing degradation

Rrapidly decreasing degradation update
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Degree: intensity of the land degradation process

Light: there are some indications of degradation, but the process is still in an initial phase. It can be easily stopped
and damage repaired with minor efforts.

Moderate: degradation is apparent, but its control and full rehabilitation of the land is still possible with considerable
efforts.

(d) Direct Causes

Code | pirect causes Main Types
cl Reduction of plant cover and residues
c2
Inappropriate application of manure, fertilizer, herbicides, pesticides and other agro-chemicals or waste
c3 Nutrient mining: excessive removal without appropriate replacement of nutrients
c4 Shortening of the fallow period in shifting cultivation Crop and rangeland
c5 Inappropriate irrigation : inefficient irrigation method, over-irrigation, insufficient drainage anaRement
c6 Inappropriate use of water in rainfed agriculture (eg excessive soil evaporation and runoff)
c7 Bush encroachment and bush thickening
c8 Occurrence and spread of weeds and invader plants
9 Others (specify)
el Excessive gathering of fuel wood, (local) timber, fencing materials Over-exploitation of

e3 Other (specify) vegetation for domestic use

fl Large-scale commercial forestry

f2 Expansion of urban / settlement areas and industry

f3 Conversion to agriculture Deforestation and removal of
f4 Forest / grassland fires el e

f5 Road and rail construction

f6 Others (specify)

i Industry

i2 Mining Industrial activities and

i3 Waste deposition mining

i4 Others (specify)

nl Change in temperature

n2 Change of seasonal rainfall

n3 Heavy/ extreme rainfall (intensity and amounts)

n4 Windstorms / dust storms

Natural causes
ns Floods

n6 Drought

n7 Topography

n8 Others (specify)

ol Irrigation

02 Industrial use

. Over abstraction of water
o3 Domestic use /

excessive withdrawal of
o4 Mining activities water

05 Decreasing water use efficiency

06 Others (specify)

Pl | sanitary sewage disposal Discharges
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p2 Waste water discharge
p3 Excessive runoff
p4 Poor and insufficient infrastructure to deal with urban waste
P> Others (specify)
sl Cultivation of highly unsuitable soils
s2 Missing or insufficient soil conservation / runoff and erosion control measures
s3 Heavy machinery Soil Management
s4 Tillage practice (ploughing, harrowing, etc.)
s5 Others (specify)
ul Settlements and roads
u2 ) Urbanization and
Recreation (urban) infrastructure development
u3 Others
wil Lower infiltration rates/increased surface runoff .
Disturbance of water cycle
w2 Others (specify)
(e) Indirect Causes
¢ | Consumption pattern and individual demand
e | Education, awareness raising and access to knowledge and support services and loss of knowledge
g | Governance, institutions and politics
h | Poverty
| | Labour availability
o | Others (specify)
p | Population pressure
r | Inputs and infrastructure
t | Land tenure
w | War and conflict

(f) Impacts on Ecosystem Services

Code | Ecosystem services

Main Type

Regulation of excessive water such as excessive rains, storms, floods

El eg :affecting infiltration, drainage, runoff, evaporation,
E10 | (Micro)-climate (wind, shade, temperature, humidity)
E11 | Others (Specify)
£2 Regula.tion of scarce water and its ayailability .
eg: during dry seasons, droughts affecting water and evaporation loss
E3 | Organic matter status
E4 | Soil cover (vegetation, mulch, etc.) Ecological services
Es Soil structure: surface and subsoil affecting infiltration, water and
nutrient holding capacity(...)
E6 | Nutrient cycle (N, P, K) and the carbon cycle (C)
E7 | Soil formation (including wind-deposited soils)
E8 | Biodiversity
E9 | Greenhouse gas emission
p1 Production (of animal / plant quantity and quality including biomass for
energy) and risk ) _
P2 | Water (quantity and quality) for human, animal and plant consumption Productive services
P3 | Land availability
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P4 | Others(Specify)
s1 Spiritual, aesthetic, cultural landscape and heritage values, recreation
and tourism
S2 | Education and knowledge
S3 | Conflicts transformation
S4 | Food & livelihood security and poverty . .
Socio-cultural services
S5 Health .
/ human well-being
S6 Net income
7 Protection/ damage of private and public infrastructure (buildings,
roads, dams, etc.)
S8 | Marketing opportunities (access to markets, etc.)
S9 | Others (Specify)

(g) Level of Impacts on Ecosystem services

low positive impact: land degradation contributes positively (0-10%) to the changes in ES

low negative impact: land degradation contributes negatively (0-10-%) to changes in ES

positive impact: land degradation contributes positively (10-50%) to the changes in ES

negative impact: land degradation contributes negatively (10-50%) to changes in ES

high positive impact: land degradation contributes positively (more than 50%) to changes in ES

A NP IWIN|F

high negative impact: land degradation contributes negatively (more than 50%) to changes in ES

(h) Conservation Groups

AF Agroforestry
AP Afforestation and forest protection
CA Conservation agriculture / mulching
CB Coastal bank protection
co Conservation of natural biodiversity
GR Grazing land management
NM Manuring / composting / nutrient management
oT Other
PR Protection against natural hazards
RH Gully control / rehabilitation
RO Rotational system / shifting cultivation / fallow /slash and burn
SA Groundwater / salinity regulation / water use efficiency
SC Storm water control, road runoff
SD Sand dune stabilization
TR Terraces
VS Vegetative strips / cover
WH Water harvesting
WM Waste management
wQ Water quality improvement

(i) Conservation Measures

A

Agronomic

Al

Vegetation/soil cover
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A2 Organic matter/soil fertility
A3 Soil surface treatment
A4 Subsurface treatment
A5 Others
M Management
M1 Change of land use type N p
M2 Change of management/intensity level (i) Purpose
M3 Lay.out accordllng Fo .natural apc.l human environment M -Mitigation
M4 Major change in timing of activities
M5 Control/change of species composition P — Prevention
M6 Waste Management e
M7 Others R — Rehabilitation
S Structural
S1 Bench terraces (<6%) -
S2 Forward sloping terraces (>6%) (k) Effectiveness
S3 Bunds/banks

, 1-low
S4 Graded ditches/waterways
S5 Level ditches/pits 2 —moderate
S6 Dams/pans 3 —high
S7 Reshaping surface (reducing slope) 4 — very high
S8 Walls/barriers/palisades
S9 Others
Vv Vegetative (1) Effectiveness trend
Vi Tree and shrub cover 1 - No change in effectiveness
V2 Grasses and perennial herbaceous plants . .

. - , 2 - Increase in effectiveness

V3 Clearing of vegetation (eg fire breaks/reduced fuel) ) )
va Others 3 - Decrease in effectiveness
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2.2.2 QM Assessment Definition sheet

Land use: human activities which are directly related to land, making use of its resources or having an impact on it.
Land cover: vegetation (natural or planted) or man-made structures (buildings, etc.) that cover the earth’s surface.

Land use types

Main categories

Subcategories

Cropland: land used for
cultivation of crops
(field crops, orchards)

e Ca: Annual cropping: land under temporary/ annual crops usually harvested within
one, maximally two years (e.g. maize, paddy rice, wheat, vegetables, fodder crops).

e Cp: Perennial (non-woody) cropping: land under permanent (not woody) crops that
may be harvested after 2 or more years, or where only part of the plants are harvested
(e.g. sugar cane, banana, sisal, pineapple).

e Ct: Tree and shrub cropping: permanent woody plants with crops harvested more
than once after planting and usually lasting for more than 5 years (e.g. orchard/ fruit
trees, coffee, tea, grapevines, oil palm, cacao, coconut, fodder trees).

Grazing land: land

used for animal
production

e Ge: Extensive grazing land: grazing on natural or semi-natural grasslands, grasslands
with trees/ shrubs (savannah vegetation) or open woodlands for livestock and wildlife.
Includes the following subcategories:

e Nomadism: people move with animals.

e Semi-nomadic pastoralism: animal owners have a permanent place of residence
where supplementary cultivation is practiced. Herds are moved to distant grazing
grounds.

e Ranching: grazing within well-defined boundaries, movements cover smaller
distances and management inputs are higher compared to semi-nomadism.

e Transhumant pastoralism: regular movements of herds between fixed areas in
order to benefit from the seasonal variability of climates and pastures.

e Gi: Intensive grazing/ fodder production: improved or planted pastures for grazing/
production of fodder (for cutting and carrying: hay, leguminous species, silage etc.) not
including fodder crops such as maize, cereals. These are classified as annual crops (see above).
Intensive grazing can be subclassified into:

Forests/ woodlands:
land used mainly for
wood production, other
forest products,
recreation, protection.

e Fn: Natural or semi-natural: forests mainly composed of indigenous trees, not planted
by man.
e Selective felling.
e C(lear felling: felling the whole forest at one time.
e Shifting cultivation: felling (harvesting) only certain valuable trees within a forest.
e Dead wood/ prunings removal (no cutting of trees).
e Non-wood forest use (e.qg. fruit, nuts, mushrooms, honey, medicinal plants, etc.) .
e Fp: Plantations, afforestations: forest stands established by planting or/ and seeding
in the process. of afforestation or reforestation.
e Monoculture local variety.
e Monoculture exotic variety.
e Mixed varieties.
e Fo: Other: e.g. selective cutting of natural forests and incorporating planted species.

Settlements,

infrastructure

e Ss: Settlements, buildings

e St: Traffic lines: roads, railways

e Se: Energy lines: pipe lines, power lines
e So: Other infrastructure
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2.2.3 SLM measures - the constituents of a Technology
Type of measure Subcategories Examples
Al: Vegetation/ soil Mixed cropping, intercropping, relay cropping, cover cropping

Agronomic measures

cover

Error! Objects cannot be created from A2: Organic matter/ Conservation agriculture, production and application of compost/
editing field codes. soil fertility manure, mulching, trash lines, green manure, crop rotations
* areusually assoc:qted with annual cro;? * [A3: Soil surface Zero tillage (no-till), minimum tillage, contour tillage
e are repeated routinely each season or in ] ) ] ) ) .
a rotational sequence treatment leferent/ate.’ tillage system.s: No tillage, reduced tillage (>30% soil
e are of short duration and not cover), full tillage (>30% soil cover).
permanent A4: Subsurface Breaking compacted subsoil (hard pans), deep ripping, double
e do not lead to changes in slope profile treatment digging
* are normally independent of slope A5: Seed management, |Production of seeds and seedlings, seed selection, seed banks,
improved varieties | development/ production of improved varieties
A6: Residue Specification required: burned, grazed, collected, retained.
management
A7: Others
Vegetative measures V1: Tree and shrub Agroforestry, windbreaks, afforestation, hedges, live fences
cover
Error! Objects cannot be created from V2: Grasses and Grass strips along the contour, vegetation strips along riverbanks
editing field codes. perennial
. . herbaceous plants
e involve the use of perennial grasses,
shrubs, or trees V3: Clearing of Fire breaks, reduced fuel for forest fires
e are of long duration vegetation
e often lead to a change in slope profile V4: Replacement or Cutting of undesired trees and bushes
e are often aligned along the contour or removal of alien/
against the prevailing wind direction invasive species
are often spaced according to slope -
¢ f P g P V5: Others Tree nurseries
Structural measures S1: Terraces Bench terraces (slope of terrace bed <6%); Forward-sloping
terraces (slope of terrace bed >6%
Error! Objects cannot be created from $2: Bunds, banks Earth bunds, stone bunds (along the contour or graded), semi-
editing field codes. circular bunds (“demi-lunes”)
S3: Graded ditches, Diversion/ drainage ditch, waterways to drain and convey water
channels,
e are of long duration or permanent waterways
* often require substantial inputs of S4: Level ditches, pits | Retention / infiltration ditches, planting holes, micro-catchments
labour or money when first installed
* involve rr?aj or'earth movements and/ or S5: Dams, pans, ponds | Dams for flood control, dams for irrigation, sand dams
construction with wood, stone, concrete,
etc. are of te{'i carried O,Ut to con.tro/ S6: Walls, barriers, Sand dune stabilization, rotational grazing (using fences), area
runoff, erosion, and wind velocity, and lisades. f ) lly plugs (check dams)
to harvest rainwater palisades, fences closure, gully plugs (check dams,
e often lead to a change in slope profile S7: Water harvesting/ Rooftop water harvesting, water intakes, pipes, tanks, etc.
e are often aligned along the contour/ supply/ irrigation
against prevailing wind direction equipment
* are often spaced according to slope $8: Sanitation/ waste Compost toilet, septic tanks, constructed treatment wetlands
If structures are stabilized by means of water structures
vegetation, also select relevant vegetative
9 9 S9: Shelters for plants Greenhouses, stables, shelters for plant nurseries

measures!

and animals
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S10: Energy saving Wood-saving stoves, insulation of buildings, renewable energy
measures sources (solar, biogas, wind, hydropower)
S11: Others Compost production pits; reshaping of surface (slope reduction)
M1: Change of land use [Area closure/ resting, protection, change from cropland to
type grazing land, from forest to agroforestry, afforestation
M2: Change of Change from grazing to cutting (for stall feeding), farm enterprise
management/ selection (degree of mechanization, inputs, commercialization),
intensity level vegetable production in greenhouses, irrigation; from mono-
cropping to rotational cropping; from continuous cropping to
managed fallow; from open access to controlled access (grazing
land, forests); from herding to fencing, adjusting stocking rates,
rotational grazing
Management measures M3: Layout according Exclusion of natural waterways and hazardous areas, separation
Error! Objects cannot be created from ‘;o natural and of grazl'ng l‘ypesf d/s/trlZut/'on of Wate; po(;nts, sag'llcksf livestock
editing field codes. un'.\an p.ens, ips (grazing land); increase of landscape diversity, forest
environment aisle
e involve a fundamental change in land
use M4: Major change in Land preparation, planting, cutting of vegetation
e usually involve no agronomic and timing of activities
structural measures - - - - - -
. . M5: Control/ change of Reduction of invasive species, selective clearing, encouragement
e often result in improved vegetative . o ) : ] . ;
cover species composition | of desired/ introduction of new species, controlled burning (e.g.
e  often reduce the intensity of use (ifannually orin a prescribed fires in forests/ on grazing land)/ residue burning
rotational sequence
asdone e.g.on
cropland 2 A1)
M6: Waste Includes both artificial and natural methods for waste
management management
(recycling, re-use
or reduce)
M7: Others

Other measures

comprises any measures which do not fit
into the above categories

Beekeeping, small stock farming (e.g. poultry, rabbits), fish ponds;
food storage and processing (including post-harvest loss
reduction)

Combinations

occur where different measures
complement each other and thus enhance
each other’s effectiveness

may comprise any two or more of the
above measures

Terrace (S1) + Grass strips and trees along riser (V2, V1) + Contour
tillage (A3)

Zero grazing/ stall feeding (M2) + Construction of stables and
fence (510) + Compost/ manure production pits (S12) +
Application of manure and compost on cropland (A2)
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2.2.4 The goals of the Technology with regard to land degradation:

Prevention: good land management practices that are already in place on land that may be prone to land
degradation. They maintain natural resources and their environmental and productive functions.

Reduction: interventions intended to reduce ongoing degradation and/ or halt further degradation. They start
improving natural resources and their functions. Impacts tend to be noticeable in the short to medium
term.

Rehabilitation/ restoration: required when the land is already degraded to such an extent that the original use is no
longer possible, and land has become practically unproductive. Here, longer-term and more costly
investments are needed to show any impact.

Adaptation: applied when rehabilitation/ restoration of the original state of the land is no longer possible or requires
resources beyond the means of land users. This means the state of land degradation is “accepted”, but
land management is adapted to suit land degradation (e.g. adapting to soil salinity by introducing salt-
tolerant plants).

2.2.5 Effectiveness of implemented SLM technologies

Effectiveness: how much it reduces the degree of degradation or how well it is preventing degradation

4: Very high: the measures not only control the land degradation problems appropriately, but even improve the
situation compared to the situation before degradation occurred.

3: High: the measures control the land degradation problems appropriately. The measures are able to stop further
deterioration, but improvements are slow.

2: Moderate: the measures are acceptable for the given situations. However, the measures only slow down the
degradation process, but are not sufficient.

1: Low: the measures need local adaptation and improvement in order to reduce land degradation to acceptable
limits.

2.2.6 Effectiveness trend

1 - no change in effectiveness
2 - increase in effectiveness: the measures have a growing positive impact on the reduction of degradation

3 - decrease in effectiveness: the measures have less and less effect in reducing degradation, e.g. due to lack of
maintenance

Page 61 of 101



Heathy Landscape — Baseline Assessment LADA WOCAT Land Degradation Assessment

2.2.7 Expertrecommendation
A - Adaptation:  to the problem: the degradation is either too serious to deal with and is accepted as a fact of life,
or it is not worthwhile the effort to invest in.

P —Prevention:  implies the use of conservation measures that maintain natural resources and their
environmental and productive function on land that may be prone to further degradation

M - Mitigation:  is intervention intended to reduce ongoing degradation.

R - Rehabilitation: is intervention when the land is already degraded to such an extent that the original use is only
possible with extreme efforts as land has become practically unproductive.

2.2.8 Example

Table 1: Land use system (Example)
Name: First name Last name Country: __South ﬂfrim
Mapping Unit Id (LUS + admin. unit): 113 (Savanna + Ratlou municipality)

Land Use System (Step2)

a) LUS area |b)LUS inten-

; ¢) Remarks (e.g. reasons for trend
trend sity trend ) (c.g )

2 1 Increased grazing pressure due to growing numbers of livestock,

Table 2: Land degradation (Example)

Name: X ¥ Country: __South Africa
Mapping Unit Id (LUS + admin. unit): 113 Savanna + Ratlou municipality)

Land degradation (Step 3)
a) Type (state) b) Extent| ¢) Degree | d) Rate | e) Direct causes |f) Indirect causes| g) Impact on h) Remarks
"""""""" L ecosystem ser-
m vices

lD,:L.Jrn:d::i:rbn 15 CONCEn-

Ha Pc 15% 2 1 g1 el f4 pht PI1-3, E2-2 trated in NUW communal
grazing are :y" istrict
Bs 10% 2 -3 gl g3 eg P1-2, §3-1 composition from large to
small mu‘ﬁ_

E g3: change of fivestock,
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Table 3: Conservation (Example)

Name: X ¥

Mapping Unit Id (LUS + admin.

Country: __South Africa
unit): 113 Savanna + Ratlou municipality)

Conservation (Step 4)

a) Name b) ¢) Measure |d) e) % of |f)Degradati |g)Effec- |h) Eff.. |1) Impacton |j)Perio |K)Ref |1) Remarks
Group Pur- |area  |onad- tiveness |trend  |[ESS d 0 QT
pose dressed

Controlled grazing + |5 V22M (M |20%  |Wei®c PR |3 0 P1+3, E3+3 |1985 Major efforts

reseeding :2 i E2+2 E7+1 were made i the
fate 80'1es and
have been mein-

. i tatned
Dams (with Agrofor-|{WH |56 M M |15% |Wt Cn Ha|2 1 P1+2, 5241 1980 |RSAOS |Great potential
estry) 1 E1+2 | for up-scaling

Table 4: Expert recommendation (Example)

Name: X

Country: __ South Africa

Mapping Unit Id (LUS + admn. umit): 113 (Savanna = Ratlou municipality)

Expert recommendation (Step 5)

Reduce loss of water through runoff and evaporation by the soil surface through

muﬂ:ﬁiﬂg and minimum tfﬁ:ge_

Expert Remarks and additional information
recommendation

4 Maintain good soil cover conditions through agroforestry systems
M
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2.3 Local Assessment field data collection formats

2.3.1 Assessing SLM Technologies and Approaches

TABLE 8 Fleld form — WOCAT Inventory on SLM technologles
WOCAT Inventory on SLM Technologles (page A)

Date: Country/reglon: Contributor:
(Name, institutions, address, email)
ID* Name of Land | Position | Area Main types Conservation | Climate Tolerance / sensitivity of Slope
Technology | use of land measures technology to climatic
type degradation extremes
addressed tolerant | sensitive not
known

il
(5
i

See Notes below for details of information to provide in each column *Give consecutive numbers for ID.

ID  Short defnition/description of SLM Technology (contalning key characteristics of the technology)
=4
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TABLE 9 Fleld form — WOCAT Inventory on SLM approaches
WOCAT Inventory on SLM Approaches (page A)

Date: Country/region: Contributor:
(Name, insfitutions, address. email)
ID* Name of For which | Position | Area Type of Implementing | Objectives Land user involvement
Approach land use Approach bodies
type Initiation Implementation
phase
el
o )
- |

See Notes below for details of required information to provide in each column *Give consecutive numbess for ID

ID  Short defnitlon/description of SLM Approach (containing key characteristics of the approach)
Ry

For more detailed explanations and defrutions refer to the basic version of the questionnaire on SLM approaches

. A at net S/ case-s -ASSes: t- a S! ires h
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TABLE 9 Fleld form — WOCAT Inventory on SLM approaches (continued)
WOCAT Inventory on SLM Approaches (page B)

Date: Country/reglon: Contributor:
(Name, institutions, address, email)
ID* Technical External Motivation of land user Impact Photo Ranking
support material to implement SLM
support World Map Potential

=1

L

%3

See Notes below for details of requuired information to provide in each column *Give consecutive numbers for ID

ID Strengths of SLM Approach Weaknesses of SLM Approach
e

vl

=3

For more detailed explanations and defnitions refer to the basic version of the questionnaire on SLM approaches
attp:/ /wwwwocat net/en/method ! !

CASC- SO A5 SCoSINCI-QLOR / QUCSUOIIN AL a4
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2.3.2 Soil Assessment data collection format

FIELD SCORE CARD
Soil Condition Assessed using V5-Fast Methodolgy
PART A: SOIL VISUAL DESCRIPTORS

Date:

Land Use (Current and Past):
Site Location:

Recent Weather Conditions:
Soil Type:

Soil Structure:

Soil Textre:

Soil Colour:

“Walk in” Observations (soil / crop residues):

Soil Profile skerch

Visual Indicator Visual Score (V5) Weighting V5-Fast
of Soil Quality 0 = Poor Condition sSCore
1 = Moderate Condition
2 = Good Condition

Tillage pan x3
Aggregate Size Distribution x3
Soil Crusts * (negative) (positive = biological)
* Score for either “negative” 2 = no crust 0 = Poor X2
or “positive (biological)” crusts 1 =some cracking 1=Moderate
0 = continuous crust 2 =Good
Earthwaorms (or other more X2
pertinent soil fauna)
Roots x3
Sum of visual V5-Fast scores
Soil Visual Assessment Sum of visual V5-Fast Scores
“Poor” <7
“Moderate” 7-14
"Good” 15-26
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FIELD SCORE CARD
Soil Condition Assessed using V5-Fast Methodolgy
PART B: FIELD SOIL MEASUREMENTS

Field Measurement Actual Visual Score (VS)* Weighting V5-Fast
Value 0 = Poor Condition score
1 = Moderate Condition
2 = Good Condition

Slaking and Dispersion (scores: 0-4) x1.5
Soil pH Mot scored Mot scored
Water Infiltration (negative = (positive =
“negative” = sands sands) all other soils)
“pasitive” = other soils 0 = fast 0 =slow x3

1 = medium 1 = medium

2 =slow 2 =fast

Organic C - labile fraction x2
Soil salinity (EC) x3

Sum of soil measurement V5-Fast scores

* These scores not applicable to Slake/Dispersion test, where scores range from 0 to 4 (hence ¥ weighting value)

Soil Measurement Assessment Sum of V5-Fast Scores
“Poor” <7
“Moderate” 7-14
“Good” 15-22

Total V5-Fast score (Part A + Part B) scores

“Poor” <14
"Moderate” 14 - 28
“Good” 30 -48

Other Notes, e.g. Site Photo; Soil Photo or Sketches of soil, pit location...
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2.3.3 Vegetation Assessment data collection format
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2.3.4 Water Resource Assessment data collection format

Water resource assessment

Besides review of the secondary information, water resource assessment is conducted in field through key
information interview and field measurements of biophysical indicators if no up-to-date secondary information

are available.

I. Hydrological regime and Water supply (please tick)

Increase Decrease No change

Hydrological regime and sediment-related processes

Surface runoff

Peak flow/floods

Base flow/ dry season flow

Ground water recharge

Soil moisture recharge

Erosion and sediment load

Water Quality and their causes

Pathogens

Nutrients and Organic matter

Pesticides and other persistent organic pollutants

Salinity

Drought / flood risk and incidence

Do serious droughts / floods occur in the area? /_/VYes /_/No

If yes, how frequent are the drought / flood events? ...........c.c..........

Have they become more or less common in the last 10 years? /_ /Yes /_/No

Why do local people think this is happening (i.e. such as bare, compacted or crusted soils increasing runoff and
hindering infiltration, the use of less drought resilient crop species, the deviation of streams)?
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Distance and access to water
What is the approximate distance (km) and time (min) taken to reach water for:

i) domestic consumption in the dry and wet seasons ................
ii) livestock watering in the dry and wet seasons? ........c..ccueu.e.
iii) Any changes in the [ast 10 years? ........ccevvvvievenervenceeinreneenen.

How far (km) are the main grazing areas from nearest potable water source in:

[) the dry season ......... ii) the wet season? ............ iii) Has this changed over the last 10 years?..........
Il. Water resources management and changes in demand
Demand on water

What changes have there been in demand on water and water withdrawals in the last decade for the different
water uses (e.g. number of dried-up wells / boreholes)?

Water resources management
Have there been changes in the last 10 years in water conservation, water harvesting activities and irrigation:

a- Soil and water conservation: What techniques are used to optimise moisture and water capture,
retention, infiltration and groundwater recharge? Have they been effective?
Soil and water conservation Effectiveness | Impacts (e.g. increase in Proportion of people

measures (Yes/No) productivity, income, health, | applying these
reduced risk of crop failure) measures (%)

Bench terraces (level, forward or
backward sloping)

Contour bunds / banks (level,
graded, semi-circular, v-shaped,
trapezoidal etc.)

Graded ditches, waterways and cut-
off drains;

Level ditches / pits (infiltration,
retention, sediment and sand traps)
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Soil cover and mulching.

Others.... e,

b- What are the water harvesting techniques at present
- Dams, tanks, Reservoirs
- Roof catchment and cisterns

c- What are the types of irrigation systems operational? What is the proportion of each type?

Type Proportion | Water Meeting Minimizing Minimizing | Minimizing
of each | capture plant water | drainage and | runoff evaporation from
type (%) retention requirement | leaching standing water

Effectiveness in ensuring water use efficiency (high, moderate, or low)

Flood/surfaces

Sprinkler

Drip

Pressure hose

Others

d- What are the constraints to effective water use? Please tick

/__/Salinity /__/Shortage/access /__/Conflict /_/Cost /_/

e- What are the arrangements for water allocation / water rights and water conflict resolution / byelaws on
water resources use and their application? Have there been significant changes in the last 10 years and
why?

lll. Offsite impacts on water resources (tick)
__increasing pressure / demand on the water sources, removal of natural vegetation
___drainage or permanent alteration of the water levels and flows

___inflow of nutrients in run-off from fertilized farmland
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___inflow of non-selective pesticides or herbicides in run-off from adjacent or upstream farm land
___changes in the water regime leading to increased floods, or reduced low

___human activity (e.g. damming, irrigation or recreation and pollution in or close to the water body)

Does local land use and management (vegetation, soil and water) in the study area affect water resources in off-
site/ neighbouring areas (Select impacts from Table 36 P. 143 of Part 2 LADA manual)

Does land use and management outside the study area affect the water resources in the study area? (Select
impacts from Table 36 P. 143 of Part 2 LADA manual)

What are the human and natural causes of off-site impacts? (Identify the relevant causes from Table 37 P 144 of
Part 2 LADA manual and rank them in order of importance starting with the most important)

Note: Guidelines of Biophysical assessment of specific water resources, such as rivers, lakes, wetlands, irrigated lands and
livestock watering points are given through p144-152 of Part 2 LADA manual. No questionnaires is included for their

assessment here.
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2.3.5 Livelihood Assessment data collection format

Household Livelihood assessment

1. Natural capital

1.1 Calendar of farming / herding activities by seasons in relation to rainfall
Activity Months (or by seasons in local terms)

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun  Jul Aug Sep ©Ocd Nov Dec

Rainfalls
H-High
L-Low
M-None

Activity codes: Cropping: 1- Land preparation, 2- Planting, 3- Growing, 4- Harvesting 5-Herding,
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1.2 Type of water source available, uses, constraints and changes in the last 10 years

Water Use/available Used for Need access  Constraints Changes
Sources during which  D- Drinking, rights or P-Price
months? |- Irrigation, payment D- Distance
L- Livestock (Yes/No) S- Safety
Q- Quantity
Borehole
Well
Dam /
Reservoir
Rivers
Pipe
Other:

1.3 Household land resources, terms of utilisation, and changes in the last 10 years

Household land Area of land (ha) Terms of Changes
use types utilisation
O- Ownership
R- Rental
5- Share
C- Communal
A- Allocation
Cropping 1:
Cropping 2:
Cropping 3:
Pastures

Matural grazing lands

Forest / Woodlands

Who is responsible for forest management (natural and planted trees)?
Natural:
Planted:
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1.4 Household uses of each crop types

Crop types Crop uses
Market Consumption Fodder Other
Hay
Vegetables
Fruits
Other

1.5 Livestock number by species, details and/or changes in the last 10 years
Animal species Approximate numbers Details/Changes

Cattle

Goats

Sheep

Camel

Other:
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1.6 Vegetation resource(s) used by the household for different activities
Activities Resources used

Land Water Trees/Forest MNatural
Vegetation

Grow crop

Fetch water/ water
animals

Wild food

Fuel wood

Feed livestock

Other:

1.7 Main constraints, problems, changes in vegetation resources in the last 10 years

Constraints Resources Changes
Land Water Trees/Forest Natural
Vegetation
Access
Use
Quality
Other:

1.8 General changes in activities and practices: Has the household made changes in his/her
cultivation practices / rangeland management over the last 10 years?
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2. Land degradation

2.1 Quality assessment of the conditions of different land resources and changes

Cropping lands  Grazing lands Forested lands Water
resources

Quality ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

Changes/Trends

2.2,2.3 & 2.4 Types of land degradation, causes, impacts and changes

Land degradation Causes (direct Root causes Impacts (I) Changes in last
types/problems pressures) (driving forces) 10 years (trend)

Examples of land degradation: soil loss by runaffs or wind, gully, loss of soil fertilivy, reduced biomass in
the graging lands, reduced quality of the grazing, loss of palatable species, erc

Example of impacts: reduction of income, diminution of food production, fewer products to sell, reduction

of construction materials, move time spent on farming/grazing/ferching water, need more inputs/fertilisers,
oL MEgrArion, eic
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2.5 Measures / interventions currently used to control land degradation / promote
sustainable land management and specific conservation / degradation control measures

SLM / What for When By whom Obstacles
conservation to scale up

Potential conservation / SLM measures / interventions that are known but not currently
implemented

Potential conservation/SLM measures Obstacles to implement
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3. Financial capital and production

3.1, 3.2 & 3.3 Sources and importance of each household income, their use and changes in the
last 10 years

Income sources Order of Use for? Changes
priority
Crop production

Livestock production

Remittances

Fishing

Forest products

Off farm employment

Business

Processing Food (e.g. honey,
cheese, etc.)

Other:

3.4 & 3.5 Changes in yield, inputs and practices in the last 10 years
Crop production Changes (trend)
Yield

Fertilizers / Inputs

Practices / Machinery

Record yields and fertilizer uses per year if available/known by household.
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3.6 Forms of aid received to support agricultural activities
Forms of aid Why When By whom Changes
Subsidies

Extension services

Payments

Food aids

Micro-credit
Project / program

Cooperative bank loan

Borrowing money
from relatives

4. Vulnerability context

4.1 Crises faced by the household in the last 10 years, and impacts / effects on natural
resources and land management

Crises When Impacts on natural resources/Land management

Drought

Food insecurity

Crop failure

Livestock losses

Matural disaster

Health problem

War/conflict

Migration

Indebtedness

Other:
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4.2 Periods of each year with shortage or limited / difficult access to natural resources
Shortage / Limited access Month(s)
Food
Grazing
Fodder
Water
Other:

4.3 Main changes in the landscape and living conditions in the last 10 years (trends)

Changes in landscape
1

2
3

Changes in livelihoods:

1.

e

4.4 Main problems in the area

WP =
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5. Physical capital

5.1 Changes in services / infrastructures access in the last 10 years

Services / Access Distance Changes
Infrastructure G- Good (or time)

M- Medium

P- Poor
Market

Medical centre
School

Farming cooperative

Extension / research

Water points
Main town / city
Other:

5.2 Services / infrastructures not accessible or missing and explain why

Services / Not accessible Missing Why
Infrastructure

Market
Medical centre
School

Farming cooperative

Extension { research

Water points
Main town / city
Other:

5.3 Vehicles and farming equipment used by the household and changes in 10 years

Household’s goods Term of access Changes
(O-own; R rent; S share)

Car

Motorcycle

Bicycle

Farm tools

Tractor

Donkey / bull / horse
Other:
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b. Policies, institutions and processes

6.1 Decision makers who control access and use of communal resources and changes in the
last 10 years

Communal resources Decision-makers Changes

Water

Grazing lands

Trees/Forestsiwoodlands

Other:

6.2 Formal and informal laws and rules affecting land/resources management and changes in
the last 10 years

Laws, rules, F- Formal Effects on natural resources Changes
regulations I-Infermal  and land management
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7. Social capital

7.1, 7.2 & 7.3 Household’s membership of associations and benefits

Associations Since Direct benefits’ Access to new
when information?

Local group

Producer associations

Womens' groups

NGO

Socialfreligious groups

Water committee/ users
association

Other:

Codes for Benefits: B- Borrowing money; T- Technical support; S- Share equipment; M- Micro-
credit; F- Food processing facilities; T- Transport to market; A- Access to natural resources; C-
Community integration; O- Other

Codes for Access to new information: S- Seeds; C- Conservation agriculture; L- Land degradation
control measures, R- Rangelands management M- Marketing; O- Other (specify)
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8. Human capital and household composition

8.1 Educational level and training of family members
Family Educational level Training on conservation / SLM
Head
Maother
Children

8.2 Composition of family members
Family Number

Total members

Active workers
Children
Migrants

8.3 Age range of household head
Age of household head
<20
20-30
30-40
40-50
50-60
=60
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2.3.6 Format for Key Informant and land users

Key informant and land user interview

Field form — Sustainable Land Management (SLM) practices

Land SLM practice Conservation Benefits of Utilization by Constraints to
degradation effectiveness SLM practice land users in adoption*
problem (+, neutral, -) the area

* Examples of Constraints: No perception of land degradation

No incentives to adopt SLM practices (e.g. insecurity of tenure, seasonal migration, etc)
No capability to remedy (e.g. land shortage, labour unavailability, lack of capital)
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Field form — Plant indicator species

Common name Scientific name What does it Specific qualities, | Causes/pressures
indicate? characteristics

Field form - Yield trend analysis

Time (year) Yield Events
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Summary table of costs and benefits of management practices

Year Costs (and resources required) Benefits
Labor Tools | Lossincrop area | Increase in crop Savings on Pole production
yield fertilizer
Min (a) | Max (b) | Actual | Min (d) | Max (e) | Min (f) | Max Min (h) | Max (i) | Min (j) | Max (k)
(c) (9)
1
2
3
Calculating net cash flow
Year Total costs Total benefits Net cash flow
Min Max Min Max Min (t—s) Max (u—r)
(a+c+d=r) (b+c+e=s) (f+h+j=t) (g+i+k=u)
1
2
3
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Year Lower discount rate Upper discount rate
Discount Minimum Maximum Discount Minimum Maximum
factor discounted net

cash flow discounted factor discounted discounted
net cash net cash net cash
flow flow flow

1

2

3

NPV total
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2.3.7 Form for community focus discussions

Field form for the community focus group discussion

[This form refers to the questionnaire check list (Tool 1.1). The questions have to be reviewed by the

team prior to the focus group discussion, in order to adapt the questionnaire to the local context and
terminology. |

Studyareaorcommunity name: Nameofrecord keeper:
Date of discussion:

1. Population size and number of households:

2. History, migration and pattern of settlement:

3. Land units, land use types and water sources in the study area as differentiated by community
members

Land Units Land use types (includes Water Sources
(biophysical) management practices) (natural and manmade)

4 & 5. Main livelihood / productive activities during rainy and dry seasons, also associated
resource uses and products generated.
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Season Resources used
R- Rainy G- Grazing lands
D- Dry M- Medicinal plants
B- Both W- Wild food
W- Water sources
F- Forestftree
0O- Other

Products
F- Food
W- Wood
E- Energy
G- other products
|- Income

6. Important types of land degradation in the study area, their causes, the impacts, and changes

(trends) over the last 10 years.

Land degradation

Types
Erosion by water (splash, rill,
gully - specify which)
Erosion by wind (dust

storms, sand blow, sediment
deposits, dunes, etc)

Soil physical degradation
(compaction, surface sealing,
crusting, pulverisation, etc.)

Soil biological degradation
(loss or soil organic matter
or soil life, declining fertility
Soil chemical degradation
(nutrient mining, salinity,
acidity pollution, etc)

Causes Impacts

Changes (trend)

Bullet points 7 to 10 below are used to record, as appropriate, relevant details on soil, vegeration,
water and / or socio-economic aspects of land degradation:
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7. Indicators and causes of soil degradation - including erosion and deterioration of soil
properties, as perceived by the community

Locally perceived 5Soil Indicators Causes of Soil degradation

8. Indicators and causes of degradation of natural vegetation and biodiversity, as perceived by the
community in crop land, in grazing land and in wood/forest land (specify).

Vegetation Indicators Changes/Trends Causes
(Yes/No; L, M, H)

Deforestation

Compaosition of vegetation
(structure and species diversity)

Health and quality of grazing lands
Health and quality of forests

Abundance of useful species
(edible, palatable, medicinal, used
for energy, building or crafts, etc.)

Presence of invasive, harmful or
less useful species (toxic, pests, less
palatable species)

Bush encroachment

Evidence of frequent or severe
burning

Extent and vegetation of wetlands

Diversity of habitats in the area

Other (specify)...
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9. Livestock management measures and their problems in terms of land degradation or benefits
in terms of sustainable land management

Livestock management Presence  When and What What

measure High, Why? problems are the
Moderate, (reasons) do they benefits?
Few, None cause?

Range enclosures

Rotational grazing

Ranching

Stall fed (zero grazed) animals

Seasonal livestock movements
(agro-pastoralism)

Permanent livestock movements
(nomadic pastoralism)

Cattle grazing corridors

Use of bye laws, other measures,
to control livestock numbers,
burning, etc.

Other
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10. Forest management measures

Forest management measure Presence When and What What
High, Why? problems are the
Moderate, (reasons) do they benefits?
Few, None cause?
Clear logging

Selective felling

Coppicing or pollarding

Livestock grazing in forest

Fire control (fire breaks etc)

Use of bye laws, other measures,
to control forest use and

exploitation of products and
wildlife

Other

11. Changes and causes of water quantity and quality

Water Changes (trends) Causes

Quantity

Rainfall

Drought

Flood

Demand -surface water
Demand - groundwater
{wells, boreholes)

¢ lrrigation arealuse

» Other uses

Quality

» Drinking water
¢ lrrigation

» Other uses

- & & = @
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Who practices irrigation in the community? Have the area / crops / seasons changed?

Are community members paying for:
-drinkingwarter?

-wareringanimals?

- irrigation?

What are the implications?
Bullet points 12 to 13 below are used to record livelihoods problems and coping mechanisms

12. Main livelihoods problems relating to land use / management and degradation:
1.

2.
3.

Specific issues relating to:
e  Occurrenceofconflice(s)
FoodInsecurirty

Poverty
Drought/Flood
Access.rights/tenure

13. Main coping mechanisms and strategies:

1.
2.
3.

14. Sustainable land management pracrices for land degradation control or land restoration

SLM practices Reasons for When, and by Results
implementation whom
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15. Importance of organizations influencing sustainability of land management at local level:

Organizations (specify) Influence on sustainability of land management (LD / SLM)

Importance Influence Remarks
H- High, +0Or -
M-Medium, L-Low

Informal group

Cooperative of land users

NGO localfinternational

Private sector

Local leader

Government authorities

Research agencies

Other

16. Main informal and formal systems of tenure and rights to access land resources in the community

Land tenure system Details Influence on SLM

Ownership
Allocation
Share

Rent
Communal

- & & = @

Access rights system Details Influence on SLM

Cropping lands
Grazing lands
Forest Lands
Trees

Water

- & & & @
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17. Effects of laws, rules and regulations concerning land resources on land degradation and / or

conservation / SLM

Laws, rules and regulations Effects on land degradation / SLM

18. Major social divisions affecting community members’ access and management of natural

resources
(e.g. poverty / wealth status, religious or caste groupings, pastoralists or sertled farmers, irrigators

or rain-fed farmers)

Effects on access and management

Social divisions
of natural resources

19. Record any other relevant information arising during the discussion:
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2.4  Other training data sets prepared
Following software and training data sets for LADA-WOCAT Assessment have been prepared

1. GIS compatible land-use-system (LUS) maps (1:10000 scale) developed for two pilot sides.
2. Microsoft Access data sets for each GN division were developed
3. GIS database for LUS based assessment and planning has been prepared

4. GIS mapping for two pilot site has been completed for LUS change trends, LUS change severity, Land
degradation types, extents of degradation, severity of degradation, hotspot mapping.
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Healthy Landscape Project

Managing Agricultural Landscapes in socio-ecologically sensitive Areas to promote
Food Security, well -being and Ecosystem Health

Title : Training Workshop on Cascade Restoration Guidelines

Venue : Ceybank Resort

Time : 8.30 am- 5.00 pm

Date : 31.05.2024
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ANNEX 02

Consultancy Service for Undertaking Develop Restoration Guidelines on enhancing
ecosystem and eco-health considerations in cascade tank restoration and Conduct
awareness workshops for all line agencies towards a shared understanding of Cascade
Restoration Guidelines for landscape management

Submitted to
The UNEP-GEF project on Healthy Landscapes: Managing Agricultural Landscapes in Socio-Ecologically
Sensitive Areas to Promote Food Security, Wellbeing and Ecosystem Health Project in Sri Lanka

Submitted by

Dr. H.K. Kadupitiya
Geospatial analyst & ecosystem evaluation expert
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Restoration Guidelines on enhancing ecosystem
and eco-health considerations in cascade tank
restoration
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Executive Summary

Village Tank Cascade Systems (VTCS) in Sri Lanka are sustainable water management model which
harmonizing ecosystem components to supports diverse life forms in regions that comprises with one
season excess rain and rain deficit second rainy season. VTCS, vital for rural livelihoods, faces threats
necessitating restoration. Recognizing its uniqueness and importance, Healthy Landscape Project (Managing
Agricultural Landscapes in Socio-ecologically Sensitive Areas to Promote Food Security, Well-being and
Ecosystem Health Project; HLP) which was operational as GEF funded project has identified preparation of
guidelines on enhancing ecosystem and Eco health considerations in cascade tank restoration with
stakeholder awareness enhancing on "Restoration Guidelines" in Key Indicative Activity for mainstreaming
Land-use-system based approach to cascade restoration planning.

GIS linked Land-Use-System (LUS) based assessment approach is a scientifically-based approach to assessing
and mapping land degradation at different spatial scales - small to large - and at various levels - local to
national and integrated with widely applicable methods and tools suitable for wide range of ecosystems.
This methodological approach follows the DPSIR framework (seven stepped) approach for the application of
more flexible methodological framework which consisted with LUS based questionnaire manual (QM)
approach for national level assessment & hotspot mapping and detailed local level assessment approach for
more informed decision making on sustainable land management (SLM) approaches & technologies
providing base for “upscaling” or “downscaling” to any sub-national or national levels. This approach allows
integration of all disciplines and all stakeholders; can be adjusted with wide range of spatial variability, scale
and diversity; flexible to integrate or drop out any considerations based on requirements and resources
availability; globally well tested; and therefore, can mainstreamed confidently for cascade restoration
planning in Sri Lanka expecting favourable shift in national SLM ideological paradigm. Main aim of this
assighnment was to develop and mainstream cascade restoration guidelines for evaluating and mapping
hotspot & bright spot through LUS based QM approach with guided expert brainstorming sessions and
participatory field investigations.

This guide aims at providing concise guidelines for applying LUS based GIS linked QM approach with
descriptive details for each methodical step to guide cascade restoration planning with worked examples
pertaining to well representative cascade system in North-Central Province in Sri Lanka.



Background

The Dry Zone of Sri Lanka important as it consisted with variety of irrigated production systems, natural
ecosystems and famous for commercialized paddy farming systems. farming intensification, improved crop
and animal breeds, and agronomic practices. However, this process has incurred significant health and
environmental costs. Recent unplanned efforts to enhance agriculture in VTCS have led to degradation,
deforestation, loss of biodiversity, and deterioration of village tanks, potential health risks with overuse of
agro-chemicals. Land use changes and intensified agriculture are major biodiversity loss drivers in cascade
landscapes. Simplification and homogenization impact human health by altering natural habitat services
crucial for agriculture, reducing wild species habitat, enhancing disease interactions, accelerating medicinal
plant loss, and degrading cultural ecosystem services and mental wellbeing. Agricultural expansion into wild
habitats escalates human-wildlife conflicts, worsened by invasive species' effects on biodiversity,
ecosystems, agricultural production, and human health. Many health impacts of unsustainable land
management practices in cascade landscapes remain undocumented and unquantified.

Numerous drivers and threats challenge the restoration, sustainability, and conservation of cascade
landscapes in Sri Lanka's dynamic socio-political and economic context. For instance, the water holding
capacity of VTCS has diminished over time, impacting irrigation availability and farm productivity. Climate
change exacerbates these issues, altering rainfall patterns and cropping cycles. Challenges include reservoir
sedimentation, declining farm viability, agricultural expansion, water pollution, invasive species, health
concerns, migration, lack of landscape appreciation, pesticide reliance, fertilizer dependency, soil
degradation, and human-wildlife conflicts.

A major challenge in VTCS is the absence of effective institutional mechanisms for cohesive landscape
management, exacerbated by natural boundaries crossing administrative lines. Efforts to integrate
environment, agriculture, and health in policy-making are hindered by limited awareness of ecosystem and
health linkages. Currently, there is a lack of education and awareness regarding holistic cascade
management, with insufficient institutional frameworks for participatory planning. As a result, there are few
holistic management plans based on comprehensive cascade ecology understanding, and no supportive
models or guidelines for sustainable land management approaches in village tanks.

Most interventions targeting VTCS development, often overlook ecological aspects, focusing on conventional
technical approaches instead. This neglect leads to adverse outcomes such as flooding, water scarcity, and
salinity. Limited awareness among farmers and communities exacerbates the issue. A key challenge is the
lack of understanding of cascade ecology and its links to human health across society. Poor coordination and
policy coherence hinder project success, as stakeholders work in isolation. Nationally, there's inadequate
capacity building and research partnerships to manage cascade landscapes effectively for multiple benefits,
including human health.

Agriculture and sustainable land management rely on healthy ecosystems and biodiversity, impacting human
health positively or negatively. In Sri Lanka, poor agricultural practices harm biodiversity reducing capacity of
providing ecosystem services, affecting human health. Mis-use of agro-chemicals may lead to health issues.
Unplanned land use, degradation, pollution, invasive species, climate events, and fragmentation further
diminish ecosystem services, worsening ecosystem health status.
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The Healthy Landscapes project is aiming to establish a platform for integrated and holistic sustainable land
management in VTCS landscapes based on cascade ecology principles and ecosystem services flow, including
human health outcomes. It adopts a holistic approach to VTCS landscape rehabilitation, creating multi-
sectoral platforms for sustainable management plans and guidelines. It introduces innovative SLM and
agroecology approaches, with a focus on soil health and optimized water use. The project also develops and
implements sustainable restoration models with stakeholder and local community involvement.

The project aims to scale up holistic cascade restoration guidelines following evaluation at project test sites
to neighbouring cascade landscapes in the Dry Zone and beyond. It leverages national interest through its
approaches, practices, and lessons learned.

In line with above, this assighnment provides sequential guidelines for evaluation of land-use system based /
tank component base status assessment targeting comprehensive multidisciplinary multi-stakeholder
integration holistic approaches and enhance awareness on related stakeholders on application of guidelines
for systematic restoration planning and implementation for cascade integrated landscape restoration.
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1 INTRODUCTION

The historically unique Village Tank Cascade Systems (VTCS) of Sri Lanka have been sustainably functioning
for generations, providing diverse ecosystem goods and services, from supporting food sources to creating
scenic landscapes. Despite their significance, these systems now face imminent threats such as improper
land use changes, encroachment on tank-associated components, forest clearance in catchment areas,
unplanned urbanization, resource overuse, and residential area expansion. To address these challenges, the
Healthy Landscape Project has been initiated, focusing on two pilot sites in Sri Lanka. Ecological
restoration, aligned with VTCS, is pivotal in this project, aiming to restore ecosystem integrity and uphold
personal, cultural, socio-economic, and ecological values. The VTCS landscape comprises various tank-
associated components that maintain linkages between tanks from upstream to downstream, enabling
efficient water use and sustaining the entire landscape. Thus, integrating VTCS aspects into ecological
restoration principles is crucial (Gann, et al, 2019). Ecological restoration is part of broader ecosystem
management practices aimed at conserving and sustainably utilizing native ecosystems. International
principles and standards for ecological restoration suggest eight underlying principles (Figure 1):

Principle 1. Ecological Restoration Engages Stakeholders: all details will be collected from different
stakeholders at many levels of the assessment formal schedules as attached in section 4.3.6
Format for Key Informant and land users, 4.3.7 Form for community focus discussions

Principle 2. Ecological Restoration Draws on Many Types of Knowledge: The information on status of each
land use system will be collected through questionnaire manual as illustrated in the section
4.2. Land Degradation Assessment — QM Questionnaire by guided brainstorming workshops.

Principle 3. Ecological Restoration Practice is Informed by Native Reference Ecosystems, while Considering
Environmental Change: Land use change trends land degradation types and extent, best
practices already operational will be evaluated during sub-national or landscape level
assessment (in section 2.3) as well as local level transect assessment (in Section 2.4)

Principle 4. Ecological Restoration Supports Ecosystem Recovery Processes (experts and local
communities’ collaboration will support to achieve principle 4 — 8 when implementing
whole process)

Principle 5. Ecosystem Recovery is Assessed against Clear Goals and Objectives, Using Measurable
Indicators

Principle 6. Ecological Restoration Seeks the Highest Level of Recovery Attainable
Principle 7. Ecological Restoration Gains Cumulative Value when Applied at Large Scales

Principle 8. Ecological Restoration is Part of a Continuum of Restorative Activities
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Figure 1: Eight principles for ecological restoration (sources: Gann et. al., 1999%).

Stakeholder engagement is vital in restoration, ensuring ecological integrity and meeting personal, cultural,
and economic values. This approach fosters social-ecological resilience, benefiting both individuals and
communities. Recognizing stakeholders' roles is key, contributing to improved ecosystem health, nature-
based cultures, and local employment opportunities, creating positive ecological and economic impacts.

Any type of external and internal engagement is highly linked to the economic purpose of land or land-use
of each unit and its associated ecosystem services. Subdivision of land-use segments based on different
criteria allows for the categorization of land-use systems (LUS). Within a LUS, both external and internal
interactions are inherent, providing opportunities for separate assessment.

Land-use-system based assessment approach is a scientifically-based approach to assessing and mapping
land degradation at different spatial scales - small to large - and at various levels - local to national. It was
initiated in drylands, but the methods and tools have been developed so as to be widely applicable in other
ecosystems and diverse contexts with minimal required adaptation. The National & Local assessment
approach can effectively be applied for cascade landscapes in Sri Lanka.

Assessment methodological approach follows the DPSIR framework as detailed in the figure 2 and seven
stepped approach for the application of more flexible methodological framework (figure 3). Approach has
been successfully tested in several countries and has well established information sharing platform.
Approach consisted with Land Use System based questionnaire manual approach for national level
assessment & hotspot mapping and detailed local level assessment approach for more informed decision
making on sustainable land management (SLM) approaches & technologies providing base for “upscaling”

or “downscaling” to any sub-national or national levels. This approach allows integration of all disciplines
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and all stakeholders; can be adjusted with wide range of spatial variability, scale and diversity; flexible to
integrate or drop out any considerations based on national requirements; globally well tested; and
therefore, can mainstreamed confidently for Sri Lanka expecting favourable shift in national SLM
ideological paradigm.

LUS based approach as cascade restoration guide will effectively allow maintaining ecosystem services with
wider collaborative participation of all stakeholder institutions and local community linked with Village
Tank Cascade Systems (VTCS) Sri Lanka.

This approach has been developed and piloted in many other countries dryland situations as it is originally
designed land degradation assessments in drylands. But the approach has been used for other countries,
since it can conveniently be customized and adapted for other ecological situations.
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Figure 2:The Driving Forces-Pressures-State-Impact-Response (DPSIR) Paradigm
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2 METHODOLOGICAL APPROACH

Land degradation and sustainability of landscapes highly linked with the land utilization patters and management
conditions of different land use systems (LUS). Therefore, many suggest LUS based assessment as a tool for
systematic land restoration planning.  For successful implementation of DPSIR framework, there are several
considerations on resource integration, activity sequencing and initial team motivation need to be fulfilled. Initial
base GIS data preparation, land-use map generation, land-use-system map generation and linked Questionnaire
Manual (QM) data transferring bridge were developed. Systematic training is needed for assessment team on basic
concepts and step by step methodological sequencing of activities with intermediate results. Stakeholder knowledge
on sub-national or landscape level assessment and detailed local level assessment and planning need to be done
systematically in a sequential manner. Sequential approach is given as a guiding flow diagram | figure 4.

Project starts

Unit 1
Preparation and planning

Develop a map _
of land-use systems Validate LUS
(LUS) and define man
mapping units

Complete Selected land

assessment
questionnaires
(QMs) for each
mapping unit

degradation and Validate
sustainable land QMs
management maps
prepared

Unit 4

Prepare and distribute the national assessment report, with clear
recommendations and maps

Figure 4: Guiding flow diagram of the landscape restoration planning process

The methodological approaches are discussed in each sub-chapters and sections using data pertaining to pilot
project sites (Nachchaduwa and Horiwila cascade complexes).
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2.1 Study area

Project site at Nachchaduwa consisted with adjoining three cascade systems (Mahakanumulla, Thirappane and
Ulagalle) drained to the Nachchaduwa reservoir via southern bank covering 12,000ha in 4 divisional secretariat
divisions (lpalogama, Thirappane, Ipalogama and Kekirawa) and consisted with 67 different types of tanks. Project
site at Horiwila consisted with 2 cascade systems (Palugaswewa and Bellankadawala) drain to Horiwila reservoir and
covers 7016 ha in Palugaswewa and Dambulla DS divisions with two cascade systems 42 different types of tanks
(figure 5). Preliminary field investigations showed that the two landscapes consisted with many conditions and
features allowing generalize the rehabilitation approach for the other cascade areas of almost entire Sri Lanka. The
selected sites consisted with rural as well as semi-urban sectors, almost all categories of land uses, vegetation types,
land cover types, many types of agriculture lands (plantation crops, seasonal crops, paddy etc.) and topographical
variability (terrain features, slope types, land forms, etc.)
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Figure 5: Topographic map (A) and bird-eye view (A1) of Nachchaduwa selected VTCS, and Topographic map (B) and bird-eye view (B1) of
Horiwila selected VTCS (visual effects were used to enhance visibility of water bodies and paddy tracks)



2.2 Sequential Cascade restoration guidelines

Several sub-steps for restoring planning and main steps in restoration approach are as
follows:

1. Initial planning and expert group and institutional engagement settings

2. Llandscape (Sub-National) level Land Degradation (LD) and Sustainable Land
Management (SLM) assessment

2.1. Develop Land Use System (LUS) maps in targeted landscapes

2.2. Questionnaire Manual (QM) based data collection for each LUS for spatial
assessment

2.3. Degradation hotspot and sustainable bright spot mapping at landscape level for
vulnerable ranking and prioritization intervention needs

3. Local level detailed assessment in hotspots and more vulnerable ecosystem sections
Generated detailed guiding information for restoration planning

2.2.1 Initial planning and expert group and institutional engagement settings

The preparatory and planning step will vary between locations depending on the availability
of, for example, resources, capacities and infrastructure. For successful implementation of
assessment framework, there are several considerations on resource integration, activity
sequencing and initial team motivation need to be fulfilled. Assessment team should be
consisted with multidisciplinary experts including GIS experts. Initial base GIS data need to
be ready in advance. Systematic training is needed for team on restoration concepts and
step by step methodological sequence of activities with intermediate results and final
results. It may include some or all of the following activities:

e necessary authorizations need to be obtained for the sub national LD and SLM
assessment.

e Stakeholder analysis need to be conducted to determine who should be involved in
the assessment.

e Develop a detailed project plan with stakeholders and key policymakers, including
activities, timeline, budget and responsibilities, based on specific country needs.

e Secure project budget for implementation, and creating agreements and contracts
with stakeholders, contractors and partners involved in project implementation.

e Obtain the services of experienced and capable geographic information system (GIS)
specialists, purchasing (or obtaining open-source) GIS software, and setting up GIS
infrastructure such as computers, printers and internet access.
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e Discuss data availability and the interinstitutional agreements needed to ensure data
sharing.

e Hire personnel such as facilitators, GIS experts and other support staff, as required.

e Establish a national project office for coordinating project implementation and
appoint a national project coordinator who, as head of the national project office,
will have overall responsibility for the effective and efficient implementation of the
project.

e Designed and establish a work plan for project implementation.

e Develop a communication strategy to ensure regular feedback and awareness of
project activities and achievements among key stakeholders and the wider public.

2.3 Landscape (Sub-National) level Land Degradation (LD) and Sustainable Land
Management (SLM) assessment

This approach mainly deals with landscape level LD and SLM assessment and hotspot mapping
following a sequential activity schedule. Assessment considers land use systems. Land includes
vegetation, physiography, hydrology, climate and infrastructure. Land-use implies economic purpose
land allocation and indicates socio-economic, biological and technical aspects. Land Use Systems
(LUS) denote sub divisions of land use based on management, locality, topography, climate, or any
remarkable attribute that can be used to further divide into different mapping units. This approach
considers LUS is as spatial unit for degradation assessment in sub-national level. Landscape level
assessment can be done following sequential steps.

1. Land Use System (LUS) mapping & unique ID system for LUS units
2. LD and SLM assessment using the Questionnaire Manuels (QM)

3. Mapping questionnaire results and report development.

2.3.1 Land Use (LU) Mapping

Land includes vegetation, physiography, hydrology, climate and infrastructure. Land-use implies
economic purpose land allocation and indicates socio-economic, biological and technical aspects
which include VTCS components. Land Use Systems (LUS) denote sub divisions of land use based on
management, locality, topography, climate, or any remarkable attribute that can be used to further
divide into different mapping units. This approach considers LUS is as spatial unit for LD and SLM
assessment in sub-national or landscape level. Landcover/ land use maps developed for pilot sites
are given in figure 6 & 7. Land use maps for this assignment were developed using the LU map (Land
Use Policy Planning Department, 2020) as base map. Fine verifications and boundary adjustments
were done to update present conditions by overlaying the LU map on Google Earth global viewer
and field investigations using smartphone-based location tracking approach (Kadupitiya, 2020). All
the building locations were mapped by using point creation in GIS using google earth viewer as the

base map to facilitate settlement area or home garden differentiation during LU map generation.
8
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Figure 6: land use of Horiwila Village Tank Cascade Complex (developed by HK Kadupitiya)
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2.3.2 Land-use system (LUS) map and mapping unit unique ID assignment

Assessment base map, or “land-use systems” (LUS) maps were developed to guide the assessment
process. LUS map is an essential part of assessment and provides unique mapping units for
assessment of Land Degradation (LD) and Sustainable Land Management (SLM) variables. This step
involves various entities including data collection and analysis in a GIS environment, and an iterative
field-level validation. The LUS map, with its well-defined ID system linked with mapping units, was
used as a basis for conducting LUS based LD assessment and status of Sustainable Land Management
(SLM) tracking in step 2. The data used for developing LUS map were: land use map, cascade
boundary map and administration division map. Any other variables such as climatic zones, irrigate
area and slope classes can also be used for further sub divisions depending on the requirement,
extend and data & resource availability.

For this assignment ID assignment for each LUS has been done combining Admin divisions (Grama
Niladhari Divisions), LU and cascade systems. Unique mapping unit ID system facilitated LD related
attributes and SLM related detail mapping by combining assessment details using Questionnaire
Manual (QM) and GIS maps. Part of GIS map and attached attribute table for thirappane cascade
system is given in figure 8.
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Figure 8: LUS map VTCS - unique ID system for each mapping unit of Thirappane (LUS map & GN map is also visible)

Important to note that there is a relationship between the number of mapping units and the
duration of the assessment. The mapping unit is the smallest unique unit identified in the LUS map
development process. For example, a mapping unit could be: “Sparsely used crop lands or chena
cultivation” for each GN division and for each cascade system. Completion of the QM for each
mapping unit is the single most important determinant of the cost and time needed to complete the
LD and SLM assessment. The more administrative subdivisions included, the greater the number of
mapping units. The more layers used in LUS map preparation, the more divisions or classes and the
more mapping units created. The more mapping units, the longer the assessment and the more
expensive it will be. Greater detail at the landscape level will increase the accuracy of the
assessment’s findings, but it is important to find the right balance between, time, cost and reliability.
Therefore, it is advisable to limit LU subdivisions considering the time and resource availability and
the needed details for cascade restoration planning. It is usually advisable to make a reasonably
detailed LUS map and to limit it to 1-2 administrative levels so as not to exceed a total of 500-600
mapping units. Mapping units can also be grouped to simplify the LUS map and shorten the QM
procedure. GIS and database expertise is essential for initial map setting and ID system development
in GIS environment. Training materials is given in the training material section to provide basic
knowledge in use of GIS related tools for spatial data handling and map production principles.

LU map generally contains harmonized data from many different sources and data gathered during
time scales. Therefore, updating or fine adjustments are needed prior to QM data collection. Hence,
LUS map which was developed from LU map should be validated by field or using global viewers
(Google Map) to verify following aspects:

¢ Checking LUS boundaries for rectification of boundaries for recent changes or to match the
ground situation.

» Verification of the land-cover classes used in the LUS map.
¢ Verification of land uses within each land-cover class to ensure that the LUS map
accurately reflects the ground conditions.

» The accuracy of the natural capital inventory (e.g. soil, water and vegetation).

2.3.3 LD and SLM assessment using the Questionnaire Manuels (QM)

For the purpose of training material development, BSc (Agric) graduates were employed for data
collection using QM formats backed with smartphone-based location tracking tools. During the
degradation assessment phase Questionnaire Manual (QM), google historical browsing, visual
assessment, guided brainstorming session, expert group field visits and key informant interviews
were also used for maintaining better accuracy levels. QM forms 488 pertaining to LUS units for
Thirappane cascade system and 450 LUS units for Palugaswewa cascade systems were gathered.

Following assessments were conducted using specific sections of QM for each LUS through
brainstorming workshops in participation of all stakeholders and subject specialists. (Examples of

12



Questionnaire Manuals developed for data collection are given in training material section). For
illustration of the data and related information collection following collection of following data were
completed and used for mapping exercise.

1. Land-use change assessment

2. LD assessment

3. Conservation and SLM assessment
4. Expert recommendations

All the collected data were incorporated into a database format developed in MS excel and the part
of the data base has been given in the figure 9.
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2
=| = 5 5 3| 99 3| 9 %

2| E| 2 z| 5| 8 = IR = 78 8% 2|2 2B
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7 |HW_PAL 2 2| 2|encroching opeanforest and stlyes |no |Bp 30 1] 2|c2 c |e Cn 400 1| 2|c3 |4 c |e
8 HW _PAL 2 2| 2|encroching opeanforest yes |[no |Bp 200 1] 2|c2 C = Cn 300 1] 22 |4 2 =
S |HW_PAL 2| 2| 2|encroching srubland yes [no [Bp 200 1| 2|c2 c |e
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11 |[HW _PAL 2 1f 1 yes |[no |Bp 300 1] 2|c2 e Cn 500 1f 2|c3 |c4 e
12 |HW PAL 2| 1| 2|encroching srubland yes [no [Bp 200 1] 2|e2 c |e Cn 20 2|2 |c4 c
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16 |[HW PAL 2 3 2| yes |[no |Bp 200 1] 2|c2 C Cn 300 2| 2[c2 |c3 |c4 ®
17 HW _PAL 2 2| 2|encroching strubland yes [no |Bp 100 1] 2|c2 c |e Cn 15| 1| 2|c2 [c3 |c4 c |e
18 |[HW PAL 2 1 1 yes |[no |Bp 100 1] 2|2 e Cn 10 1] 2jc2 e
19 |[HW PAL 2| 1| 1|cannot encroched dense foresiyes |no |Bp 200 1| 2|c2 c |e Cn 25| 1f 2|2 |c3 [ =}
20 |[HW PAL 2| 2| 2|encroched strubland yes [no [Bp 300 1| 2|2 c Cn 300 1f 2|2 |4 c |e
21 |HW PAL 2| 2| 3|encroched strubland yes [no [Bp 200 1| 2|c2 c Cn 35| 1f 2|ca c
22 /lHwW PAL 21 2l 3lencroched strubland ves Ino IBo 15l 1l 2le2 c Cn 300 1l 22 o2 [

Figure 9: QM data included in to a flat database to facilitate linking with GIS LUS map (For code description please refer
to code sheet attached)

Mapping ID has been included for each QM format to facilitate linking al the collected data to
relevant GIS map and it will facilitate convenient mapping of degradation / conservation related
information collected through QM format.

2.3.4 Mapping questionnaire results for report development.

Initially the LD and SLM data collecting through QM need to incorporated in to LUS maps in GIS
environment. List of general Maps for each degradation type is given below.

1. Trend of LUS change
2. Trend in LUS change intensity

3. Degradation extent
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4. Degree of land degradation

5. Degradation rate

6. Extent of SLM practices

7. Effectiveness of existing SLM practices

8. Degradation with impact: negative high and very high
9. Principal types of land degradation

10. Total degradation index or degradation severity

QM results can be mapped without following particular rules, and each spatial units can be
combined, merge or interpolate indicators. Maps based on specific requirements could also be
developed by customizing the available options and producing results based on the site needs.
Based on communication with policymakers and decision makers at the national / subnational /
landscape level maps for specific information needs can also be developed.

Degradation hotspot mapping will prioritize by combining degradation related spatial information
after incorporating all the QM-collected data into GIS. Hotspot mapping has been done using
degradation indices suggested in this approach (figure 10).

DRIVERS - ‘Indirect causes

INFLUENCE

‘Direct causes of degradation

‘Changes in area and intensity trend of LUS classes
PRESSURES )

CAUSE -
‘Types of degradation

‘ -Extent of degradation
L EEAR IR PR ‘Degree of degradation

LEAD TO ‘Rate of degradation

IMPACTS
ON ECOSYSTEM Productive
SERVICES ‘Ecological

-Socio-cultural

EXPLAIN THE

‘For each type of degradation, describe extent (% area of
CURRENT STATE mapping unit), degree, rate
OF LAND ‘Degradation index—f{extent, degree, rate, level of impact on

DEGRADATION ecosystem services
‘ldentify “Hot Spots”

CAN BE ADDRESSED BY

RESPONSES ‘ -Response Planning Phase

Figure 10: Framework of degradation analysis process

The LUS change and degradation related details that have been included into GIS database could be
used for many type of information mapping which can be used for detailed interpretation on spatial
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variability and hotspot and successful SLM intervention demarcations. Series of maps produced from
information collected through QM manual has been given in figure 11 to figure 16.
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Figure 11: Trend of LUS change
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Figure 12: Trend in LUS change intensity
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Figure 13: Land degradation detected
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Figure 14: Percentage of degraded area
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Figure 16: Rate of Degradation

Rank based assessment could be done for degradation mapping in the study are using two versions
of Degradation Indices (equation 1 & 2).
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DI, = Z(Exti * Deg; * Rate;) Equation 1

Where,
DI, = Degradation Index 1
Ext; = Percentage extent of it degradation type
Deg; = Degree of i degradation type
Rate; =Rate of it degradation type

DL, = Z(Exti * Degi * Ratei) Equation 2
2 Z Eth
Where,
DI, = Degradation Index 2
Ext; = Percentage extent of ith degradation type

Deg; =Degree of ith degradation type
Rate; =Rate ofi™ degradation type

Some example maps and other information that can be developed are listed below.
e Maps to compare Degradation extent, Degradation severity
e List most important direct causes due to particular degradation type
e Compare types of impacts of degradation on ecosystem services
e Level of impacts of degradation on ecosystem services
o Negative impact of degradation on ecosystem services
e Comparison of degradation versus conservation
e Compare effectiveness of existing SLM technologies and measures against degradation
e Severity of degradation
e SLM practices against degradation
e Compare effectiveness of existing SLM technologies and measures against degradation
e Effectiveness trend of existing SLM technologies and measures against degradation
e SLM extent and adopted measures against particular degradation types
e Compare extent of SLM technologies against degradation
e Zones where particular degradation type is addressed by SLM

e Degraded areas (with particular degradation type)
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SLM intervention against degradation

Conservation practices (agronomic, management, structural and vegetative maps)
Types of conservation impacts and of SLM on particular degradation

Types of degradation impacts on ecosystem services

Types of conservation impacts on ecosystem services

Positive impact of SLM in areas with degradation

Best practices against particular degradation type
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2.4 Local Level Land Degradation Assessment

DPSIR (drivers, pressures, state, impact, and response model of intervention) is a causal framework
used to describe the interactions between society and the environment. DPSIR framework is the
base of this approach which has been designed to suit harmonizing local level detailed LD and SLM
information at different spatial levels from local to global (figure 8). This approach relies on detailed
local level assessment and reporting for more effective intervention for restoration planning.
Therefore, after completing sub national/ landscape level assessment, local assessment will be
focused on details field investigation in hotspots of land degradation based participatory evaluation
to assess and understand causes and impacts of land degradation and SLM interventions. Local level
assessment methodology aims to deliver in-depth understanding, not only of the state and nature of
change in the land resources (soil, water and biological resources) and ecosystems, but also of the
drivers of and impacts of land degradation and sustainable land management, the impacts they have
on ecosystem services and livelihoods, also the effects of recent response measures adopted by land
users and other actors.

GLOBAL
NATIONAL
REGIONAL ‘

LOCAL o Francia

/ \ Socal atural
DRIVING FORCES —1| Responses | -
(Indirect drivers) C;_ \ / E\ |HP:.ETS ——
/

— \ livelihoods /

|| . ;nmna\\
1 /] -
W

STATES /

PRESURES of IMPG'T.ICTS
(Direct drivers) Land Degradation Ecosystem

Sernvices

Figure 17: The DPSIR Framework Applied to the multi-level degradation assessment approach

2.4.1 Main steps involve in local assessment
1. Assessment group formation
2. Characterization of study area
3. Survey visit and transect walk
4. Vegetation assessment

5. Soil Assessment
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6. Water resource assessment
7. Livelihood assessment

2.4.1.1 Local assessment group formation
Assessment group should consist with people with local knowledge, experts (Soil, Vegetation, Water
resources, Livelihood, etc.), institutional representatives.

2.4.1.2 Characterization of study area

The characterization of the study area is organized and conducted using a participatory process with
the selected local community/communities and resource people from local/ national technical
sectors and local authorities. There are two main objectives:

1. To provide an overview of the study area as the context within which land degradation and
sustainable land management (LD / SLM) are occurring. The characterization should enable
the team to confirm that the study area is representative of the larger local assessment area
and / or one of the national level land use systems (LUS) within.

2. The characterization will provide the team with a rational basis for selecting the location, the
required number of representative communities, transects and detailed assessment sites
and normally should include the full range of land users.

Characterization provides, community details, history and pattern of settlements, important land
use types, water resources, main livelihood, main natural resources, prominent degradation types
and details on prominent interventions.

2.4.1.3 Survey visit and transect walk

Field survey visits should be done using a transect path going through hotspots and bright spots and
also across a greater number of LUS to get more representative information collection. Local
community involvement is important for transect determining.

Detailed assessment of vegetation conditions, soil details, water resource availability and livelihood
information in crossing LUS units need to be assess during local level assessment. Focus should be
given to degradation, intervention, historical trends, etc.
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3 TRAINING MATERIALS FOR SUB-NATIONAL OR LANDSCAPE LEVEL
ASSESSMENT

During LUS based Sub-National or Landscape level assessment, Questionnaire Manual (QM) need to
be used for data collection for each LUS unit and database needed to get all the QM data to GIS map
for Land Status assessment and hotspot/ bright spot mapping. Questionnaire manual was developed
and attached in section 1.10 - Land Degradation Assessment — QM Questionnaire (2024), code
sheet was developed and given in 1.10.1 QM Code Sheet and detailed definitions is given in sub
section 1.10.2 QM Assessment Definition sheet. Code sheet with remedial technology selection
during the assessment was developed and given in sub section 1.10.3 SLM measures — the
constituents of a Technology. Guide details for SLM technology assigning were developed and given
in sub-section 1.10.4 The goals of the Technology with regard to land degradation, 1.10.5
Effectiveness of implemented SLM technologies, 1.10.6 Effectiveness trend and 1.10.7 Expert
recommendation with examples for easy understanding.
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4 TRAINING MATERIALS FOR LOCAL ASSESSMENT

Local level assessment conducts after the sub-national or landscape assessment following standard
step by step approach along well represented transect across selected areas with participation of
subject specialists, experts, local people and all other stakeholders. During local level assessment,
SLM technology assessment, Soil Assessment, Vegetation assessment, Water resource assessment
and Livelihood assessment need to be done during field transect visits. Data collection formats were
developed for separate groups and field assessment formats developed and given in 1.11 Local
Assessment field data collection formats. Field form for technology inventory is given in sub-
section 1.11.1 Assessing SLM Technologies and Approaches in annexure lll, soil assessment format
developed and given in 1.11.2 Soil Assessment data collection format, Vegetation assessment
format given in sub-section 1.11.3 Vegetation Assessment data collection format, water resource
assessment sheet is given in sub-section 1.11.4 Water Resource Assessment data collection format
and Livelihood assessment formats is given in sub-section 1.11.5 Livelihood Assessment data
collection format.
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Ellipseid, Geoid and Datum

Tapography

Spatial Data Types

1. Vector data
2. Raster data
3. Image data

4, Single/Multi-band satellite data

5. Derived spatial data

The geo o, wosgzxrened
1o Sestvade Iee
ity of X< qartce

St Prvwe Dol
Sewrmor Mty Ko onch Thekon,
Myt

L gd

GIS Data

Vector data: point, line, polygon
File-based Data Madels
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Arc info
* Coverages = Shapefiles
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Raster Data

The raster data model represents the Earth's
surface as an array of two-dimensional grid
cells, with each cell having an associated value

12| 3|5 B Cetl(xy)
46|83 9+ Cell value
g 3|15|3(3(1 ® ..;......,,; ——
715/4|3|9 TR g 4 A1
2(2|4|5)|2 ] Cell size = resolution
coluns

Cell Size & Resolution

* The cuv ol the oot in the revies diti mocdel detemines
the recctoninn st which features cam be represented

« The resclution can have an affect on which featwres are
mipcesmnted in what locdiorna:

Ll

I m Reselution 4 Resodution 10 m Resolution

GIS data models
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Vector and Raster Data models
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Maps and map production
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Open source software
Quanrtum GIS: ge creian)

CHES - The Loada) Dywe
Gowrce O ey G5

Open source software and rescurces

"
.
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Open source software

A
s TLWIS 5.5 Downboad page
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Open Street Map Data
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GIS data —~National Spatial Data (NSDI)
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Open source GIS data
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Free satellite data
* USGS web site: o/

fearthoaxplomruis gov/

Weather forecast

* https:/'www.weather farecast.cam
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Weather forecast
* https./ fwww.accuweather.com

GIS data —National Spatial Data (NSDI)

s hetps iacoportal.nsdl.gon S

* Free satellite data - U ebsite
+ Free gobal datasets - WOALD ClimGrid, Global 5o

Grig

* Google earth engine — allows online spatial analysis
with time serles satedlite data Integration

1/18/ i024

GIS data —Survey Department \Website
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Global Positioning System (GPS) for
Recording Location Coordinates

GPS (Principles)
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available
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Mobile Apps
* CTDrood Sri Lanka — by hanaka Alhakoan, PGIS
Mobile Apps o,
v 9 =
Ll
Maobile Apps Mobile Apps

* Field Area Measure

Angle meter App
Land slope measurements

Questions
&

Next — Practical Session

:
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Heathy Landscape — Baseline Assessment LADA WOCAT Land Degradation Assessment

4.2 Land Degradation Assessment - QM Questionnaire (2024)

A.1. Administration Unit — Hiriwila site (GN) A.2. Administration Unit — Nachchaduwa site
1 | CP-MT-Dambulla-Siyambalawewa
2 NCP-AN-PaIugaswewa-Den‘w’ththewa 1 | NCP-AN-Ipalogama-Manewa 01_Natural forest
3_| NCP-AN-Palugaswewa-Horivila 2 | NCP-AN-Kekirawa-lhala Puliyankulam 02 Plantation forest
4_| NCP-AN-Palugaswewa-Keleva 3 | NCP-AN-Kekirawa-Maradankadawela 03 Protected recreational
5 | NCP-AN-Palugaswewa-Palugaswewa 4 | NCP-AN-Nachchaduwa-Nachchaduwa NT 04:Scrub land
6 | NCP-AN-Palugaswewa-Senadhiriyagama 5 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Alisthana 05_Grass land
7_| NCP-AN-Palugaswewa-Wayaulpatha 6 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Aluth Punchikulama 06_Sparsely vegetated or bare land
(GN) B. Land Use System (LUS) 7 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Dayagama 07_Unmanaged bare land
8 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Ethungama North 08_Annual cropping
9 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Ethungama South 09_Peranial non-woody cropping
10 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-ldigahawewa 10_Tree and shrub cropping
11 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Mahakanumulla 11_Tea
12 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Manakkulama 12_Home garden
13 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Paidikulama 13_Mining
14 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Sembukulama 14_Paddy abandoned
15 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Thirappane Kadawee 15_Paddy land
16 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Thirappanegama 16_Urban
17 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Walagambahuwa 17_Water_body
18 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Wanamal Uyana 18_Water_stream
19 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Wannammaduwa 19_Wetlands
20 | NCP-AN-Thirappane-Wellamudawa
1. Land Use System Trends 1.3 Remarks (eg: reasons for trend)
1.1 Trend of area coverage changes 1.2 Trend of intensity changes
1. Area Coverage remains stable L NOMajorchanges | |
2. Area coverage slowly increasing 2. Moderate increase | | 000 s s s s s st s s sas s s e sas s e
3. Area coverage slowly decreasing 3. Moderate deCrease | | . ssseessssssssessssessessss s sesssseses s ses s ses s ses s set s ses s
4. Area coverage rapidly increasing 4. Major increase
5. Area coverage rapidly decreasing T N B




Heathy Landscape — Baseline Assessment LADA WOCAT Land Degradation Assessment

2. Important types of Land degradation prevailing within LUS in Admin unit, their causes and impacts (Refer Annex 1 & Annex 2 for description)

No

a particular area)

Land degradation types (a)

(One type or combination of types for

Extent
%

Degree of
degradation

(b)

Rate of
degradation

(c)

Direct
Causes (d)

Indirect
causes

(e)

Impact on
ecosystem
services (f)

Level of
Impact

(g)

Remarks

01

02

03

04

05

06

07

08
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Heathy Landscape — Baseline Assessment LADA WOCAT Land Degradation Assessment

3. Land Conservation types, measures, purposes, effectiveness and impacts (Refer Annex 1 for details and Annex 2 for definitions)

Name of
technology

Conservation
Group (h)

Conservation
Measures (i)

Purpose (j)

Conservation
Area %

Degradation
Addressed (a)

Effectiveness

(k)

Effectiveness
Trend

()

Start
Period

(yyyy)

End
Period

(yyyy)

Impact on Ecosystem
services (f)

Level of
Impact (g)

3.1 Remarks
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Heathy Landscape — Baseline Assessment LADA WOCAT Land Degradation Assessment

4. Expert Recommendation (please provide recommendations for degradation issue/s for LUS in the Admin unit in detail
4.1 Recommendation :- ...,
F o F-Y ) - 14 o Y o SO OO TSRS R SRRSO
Y B AV 3 AT == o o P
P PrEVENTION & ittt ettt sttt et sttt s te et e st sae e es e e saeeeh e ehe et b e e S e e R et SReeeRRee Sheeee e eeeReeeRRe e ehe et een e Sheeesbes sheeeeen e sheeeeeenee seaeraeeereeas

Rl 2 U=] a = o 11 L1 =) 1o Y s 1RO

4.2 Remarks:-

Contributor Details:

N OIS = e eee e e e et et et e e e e e s eaeee e e et et e et een e e e e e et e aee et et ean e enean et e ateeateas et eanten e e e et e et e aae st eattanten e e e ataaaeeae et et eaeeen et a et e atenaeeeeatennaennenaaaenneeene
DBSIGNATION//S: = vttt e te et te et tr e e e e e s s s ves bt st aassas a2t etseaseteeteas e et e a b e st saeebe et e e b e a b et et b a e e A e s e R e et es s et bbbt bt bt e et et aeeaeeaeeaeabe et et et e b e s ae e aeabenas

Institution: -

(86 1 1 1 Lot ol 1Y (o B TS PRSP DATE: — oottt e e s
SIBNATUIE/S: ettt ettt et e et et e teste e be s et e e eteseeae st eseae et shsaeabet et eReeheeaAeserseae et neabeseseaeeheeeasesteseusebeeeates et eas et eeeaeabeseaseaeeheaeabetersete et nenbesaseae et sennanens
Office Use:  Data computerized BY: ... DAt e e e e
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Heathy Landscape — Baseline Assessment LADA WOCAT Land Degradation Assessment

4.2.1 QM Code Sheet

(a) Type of Land Degradation

Code | Type of Degradation Main types

Bc | Reduction of vegetative cover

Bf | Detrimental effects of fires

Bh | Loss of habitats

BI | Loss of soil life Biological degradation

Bp | Increase of pests/diseases: reduction of biological control

Bg | Quantity/biomass decline: reduced vegetative production for different land use

Bs | Quality and species composition/diversity decline

Cn | Fertility decline and reduced organic matter content Chemical Soil deterioration

Ha | Aridification: decrease of average soil moisture content

Hg | Change in groundwater/aquifer level

Hp | Decline of surface water quality

Hqg | Decline of groundwater quality Water degradation
Change in quantity of surface water: change of the flow regime (flood, low

Hs , .
flow, drying up of rivers and lakes)

Hw | Reduction of the buffering capacity of wetland areas

Wg | Gully erosion/gullying

Wm | Mass movements/landslides
Offsite degradation effects : deposition of sediments, downstream flooding,

Wo | siltation of reservoirs and waterways, and pollution of water bodies with eroded Soil erosion by water
sediments

Wr | Riverbank erosion

Wt | Loss of topsoil/surface erosion

(b) Degree of Degradation

(c) Rate of Degradation

No change in degradation

Slowly increasing degradation

Slowly decreasing degradation

1 Light
8 1
2 Moderate )
3 Strong 3
4 Extreme 4
5
6
7

Moderately increasing degradation

Moderately decreasing degradation

Rapidly increasing degradation

Rrapidly decreasing degradation update
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Heathy Landscape — Baseline Assessment LADA WOCAT Land Degradation Assessment

Degree: intensity of the land degradation process

Light:

there are some indications of degradation, but the process is still in an initial phase. It can be easily stopped and

damage repaired with minor efforts.

Moderate: degradation is apparent, but its control and full rehabilitation of the land is still possible with considerable efforts.

Strong: evident signs of degradation. Changes in land properties are significant and very difficult to restore within
reasonable time limits.
Extreme: degradation beyond restoration.

(d) Direct Causes

Code | pjrect causes Main Types
cl Reduction of plant cover and residues
c2
Inappropriate application of manure, fertilizer, herbicides, pesticides and other agro-chemicals or waste
c3 Nutrient mining: excessive removal without appropriate replacement of nutrients
c4 Shortening of the fallow period in shifting cultivation Crop and rangeland
5 Inappropriate irrigation : inefficient irrigation method, over-irrigation, insufficient drainage EREFMEE
c6 Inappropriate use of water in rainfed agriculture (eg excessive soil evaporation and runoff)
c7 Bush encroachment and bush thickening
c8 Occurrence and spread of weeds and invader plants
9 Others (specify)
el Excessive gathering of fuel wood, (local) timber, fencing materials Over-exploitation of
e3 Other (specify) vegetation for domestic use
fl Large-scale commercial forestry
f2 Expansion of urban / settlement areas and industry
f3 Conversion to agriculture Deforestation and removal of
f4 Forest / grassland fires Rl Seselien
f5 Road and rail construction
f6 Others (specify)
i1 Industry
i2 Mining Industrial activities and
i3 Waste deposition mining
i4 Others (specify)
nl Change in temperature
n2 Change of seasonal rainfall
n3 Heavy/ extreme rainfall (intensity and amounts)
n4 Windstorms / dust storms
Natural causes
n> Floods
n6 Drought
n7 Topography
n8 Others (specify)
ol Irrigation
02 Industrial use
o3 Domestic use Over abs.tract‘ion of water /
excessive withdrawal of
o4 Mining activities water
05 Decreasing water use efficiency
06 Others (specify)
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Heathy Landscape — Baseline Assessment LADA WOCAT Land Degradation Assessment

pl Sanitary sewage disposal
p2 Waste water discharge
p3 Excessive runoff Discharges
p4 Poor and insufficient infrastructure to deal with urban waste
P> Others (specify)
sl Cultivation of highly unsuitable soils
s2 Missing or insufficient soil conservation / runoff and erosion control measures
s3 Heavy machinery Soil Management
s4 Tillage practice (ploughing, harrowing, etc.)
s5 Others (specify)
ul Settlements and roads
u2 ) Urbanization and
Recreation (urban) infrastructure development
u3 Others
wil Lower infiltration rates/increased surface runoff .
Disturbance of water cycle
w2 Others (specify)
(e) Indirect Causes
¢ | Consumption pattern and individual demand
e | Education, awareness raising and access to knowledge and support services and loss of knowledge
g | Governance, institutions and politics
h | Poverty
| | Labour availability
o | Others (specify)
p | Population pressure
r | Inputs and infrastructure
t | Land tenure
w | War and conflict

(f) Impacts on Ecosystem Services

Code | Ecosystem services

Main Type

Regulation of excessive water such as excessive rains, storms, floods

El eg :affecting infiltration, drainage, runoff, evaporation,
E10 | (Micro)-climate (wind, shade, temperature, humidity)
E11 | Others (Specify)
£2 Regula.tion of scarce water and its ayailability .
eg: during dry seasons, droughts affecting water and evaporation loss
E3 Organic matter status
E4 | Soil cover (vegetation, mulch, etc.) Ecological services
Es Soil structure: surface and subsoil affecting infiltration, water and
nutrient holding capacity(...)
E6 | Nutrient cycle (N, P, K) and the carbon cycle (C)
E7 | Soil formation (including wind-deposited soils)
E8 | Biodiversity
E9 | Greenhouse gas emission
p1 Production (of animal / plant quantity and quality including biomass for
energy) and risk Productive services
P2 | Water (quantity and quality) for human, animal and plant consumption
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Heathy Landscape — Baseline Assessment LADA WOCAT Land Degradation Assessment

P3 | Land availability
P4 | Others(Specify)
s1 Spiritual, aesthetic, cultural landscape and heritage values, recreation
and tourism
S2 | Education and knowledge
S3 | Conflicts transformation
S4 | Food & livelihood security and poverty ) )
Socio-cultural services
S5 | Health i
/ human well-being
S6 | Netincome
7 Protection/ damage of private and public infrastructure (buildings,
roads, dams, etc.)
S8 | Marketing opportunities (access to markets, etc.)
S9 | Others (Specify)
(g) Level of Impacts on Ecosystem services
1 low positive impact: land degradation contributes positively (0-10%) to the changes in ES
2 low negative impact: land degradation contributes negatively (0-10-%) to changes in ES
3 positive impact: land degradation contributes positively (10-50%) to the changes in ES
4 negative impact: land degradation contributes negatively (10-50%) to changes in ES
5 high positive impact: land degradation contributes positively (more than 50%) to changes in ES
6 high negative impact: land degradation contributes negatively (more than 50%) to changes in ES

(h) Conservation Groups

AF Agroforestry

AP Afforestation and forest protection

CA Conservation agriculture / mulching

CB Coastal bank protection

co Conservation of natural biodiversity

GR Grazing land management

NM Manuring / composting / nutrient management

oT Other

PR Protection against natural hazards

RH Gully control / rehabilitation

RO Rotational system / shifting cultivation / fallow /slash and burn
SA Groundwater / salinity regulation / water use efficiency
SC Storm water control, road runoff

SD Sand dune stabilization

TR Terraces

VS Vegetative strips / cover

WH Water harvesting
WM Waste management

wQ Water quality improvement
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Heathy Landscape — Baseline Assessment LADA WOCAT Land Degradation Assessment

(i) Conservation Measures

A Agronomic

Al Vegetation/soil cover

A2 Organic matter/soil fertility

A3 Soil surface treatment

A4 Subsurface treatment

A5 Others R

M Management (i) Purpose
M1 Change of land use type M -Mitigation
M2 Change of management/intensity level
M3 Layout according to natural and human environment P — Prevention
M4 Major change in tlmlng.of act|V|t|e§ ' R — Rehabilitation
M5 Control/change of species composition
M6 Waste Management
M7 Others -

S Structural (k) Effectiveness

S1 Bench terraces (<6%) 1—low

S2 Forward sloping terraces (>6%)

S3 Bunds/banks 2 — moderate

S4 Graded ditches/waterways 3 - high

S5 Level ditches/pits 4 — very high

S6 Dams/pans

S7 Reshaping surface (reducing slope)

S8 Walls/barriers/palisades (1) Effectiveness trend

59 Others 1 - No change in effectiveness
v Vegetative 2 - Increase in effectiveness
V1 Tree and shrub cover . .

V2 Grasses and perennial herbaceous plants 3 - Decrease in effectiveness
V3 Clearing of vegetation (eg fire breaks/reduced fuel)

V4 Others
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4.2.2 QM Assessment Definition sheet

Land use: human activities which are directly related to land, making use of its resources or having an impact on it.
Land cover: vegetation (natural or planted) or man-made structures (buildings, etc.) that cover the earth’s surface.

Land use types

Main categories

Subcategories

Cropland: land used for
cultivation of crops
(field crops, orchards)

e Ca: Annual cropping: land under temporary/ annual crops usually harvested within
one, maximally two years (e.g. maize, paddy rice, wheat, vegetables, fodder crops).

e Cp: Perennial (non-woody) cropping: land under permanent (not woody) crops that
may be harvested after 2 or more years, or where only part of the plants are harvested
(e.g. sugar cane, banana, sisal, pineapple).

e Ct: Tree and shrub cropping: permanent woody plants with crops harvested more
than once after planting and usually lasting for more than 5 years (e.g. orchard/ fruit
trees, coffee, tea, grapevines, oil palm, cacao, coconut, fodder trees).

Grazing land: land

used for animal
production

e Ge: Extensive grazing land: grazing on natural or semi-natural grasslands, grasslands
with trees/ shrubs (savannah vegetation) or open woodlands for livestock and wildlife.
Includes the following subcategories:

e Nomadism: people move with animals.

e Semi-nomadic pastoralism: animal owners have a permanent place of residence
where supplementary cultivation is practiced. Herds are moved to distant grazing
grounds.

e Ranching: grazing within well-defined boundaries, movements cover smaller
distances and management inputs are higher compared to semi-nomadism.

e Transhumant pastoralism: regular movements of herds between fixed areas in
order to benefit from the seasonal variability of climates and pastures.

e Gi: Intensive grazing/ fodder production: improved or planted pastures for grazing/
production of fodder (for cutting and carrying: hay, leguminous species, silage etc.) not
including fodder crops such as maize, cereals. These are classified as annual crops (see above).
Intensive grazing can be subclassified into:

Forests/ woodlands:
land used mainly for
wood production, other
forest products,
recreation, protection.

e Fn: Natural or semi-natural: forests mainly composed of indigenous trees, not planted
by man.
e Selective felling.
e C(Clear felling: felling the whole forest at one time.
e Shifting cultivation: felling (harvesting) only certain valuable trees within a forest.
e Dead wood/ prunings removal (no cutting of trees).
® Non-wood forest use (e.qg. fruit, nuts, mushrooms, honey, medicinal plants, etc.) .
e Fp: Plantations, afforestations: forest stands established by planting or/ and seeding
in the process. of afforestation or reforestation.
e Monoculture local variety.
e Monoculture exotic variety.
e Mixed varieties.
e Fo: Other: e.g. selective cutting of natural forests and incorporating planted species.

Settlements,

infrastructure

e Ss: Settlements, buildings

e St: Traffic lines: roads, railways

e Se: Energy lines: pipe lines, power lines
e So: Other infrastructure
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4.2.3 SLM measures - the constituents of a Technology

Type of measure

Subcategories

Examples

Agronomic measures

Al:

Vegetation/ soil
cover

Mixed cropping, intercropping, relay cropping, cover cropping

Error! Objects cannot be created from A2: Organic matter/ Conservation agriculture, production and application of compost/
editing field codes. soil fertility manure, mulching, trash lines, green manure, crop rotations
* areusually assoc:qted with annual cro;? > [A3: Soil surface Zero tillage (no-till), minimum tillage, contour tillage
e are repeated routinely each season or in ) j ] ) ) .
a rotational sequence treatment leferent/ate' tillage system's: No tillage, reduced tillage (>30% soil
e are of short duration and not cover), full tillage (>30% soil cover).
permanent A4: Subsurface Breaking compacted subsoil (hard pans), deep ripping, double
e do not lead to changes in slope profile treatment digging
* are normally independent of slope A5: Seed management, |Production of seeds and seedlings, seed selection, seed banks,
improved varieties | development/ production of improved varieties
A6: Residue Specification required: burned, grazed, collected, retained.
management
A7: Others
Vegetative measures V1: Tree and shrub Agroforestry, windbreaks, afforestation, hedges, live fences
cover
Error! Objects cannot be created from V2: Grasses and Grass strips along the contour, vegetation strips along riverbanks
editing field codes. perennial
. . herbaceous plants
e involve the use of perennial grasses,
shrubs, or trees V3: Clearing of Fire breaks, reduced fuel for forest fires
e are of long duration vegetation
* often lead to a change in slope profile V4: Replacement or Cutting of undesired trees and bushes
e are often aligned along the contour or removal of alien/
against the prevailing wind direction invasive species
e are often spaced according to slope V5 Others Tree nurseries
. /). _ H
Structural measures S1: Terraces Bench terraces (slope of terrace bed <6%); Forward-sloping
terraces (slope of terrace bed >6%
Error! Objects cannot be created from $2: Bunds, banks Earth bunds, stone bunds (along the contour or graded), semi-
editing field codes. circular bunds (“demi-lunes”)
S3: Graded ditches, Diversion/ drainage ditch, waterways to drain and convey water
channels,
e are of long duration or permanent waterways
* often require substantial inputs of S4: Level ditches, pits Retention / infiltration ditches, planting holes, micro-catchments
labour or money when first installed
* involve n'.)ajor.earth movements andy/ or S5: Dams, pans, ponds | Dams for flood control, dams for irrigation, sand dams
construction with wood, stone, concrete,
etc. are ofte.n carried O.Ut to con'trol S6: Walls, barriers, Sand dune stabilization, rotational grazing (using fences), area
runoff, erosion, and wind velocity, and lisades. f ) lly plugs (check dams)
to harvest rainwater palisades, fences closure, gully plugs (check dams,
e often lead to a change in slope profile S7: Water harvesting/ Rooftop water harvesting, water intakes, pipes, tanks, etc.
e are often aligned along the contour/ supply/ irrigation
against prevailing wind direction equipment
* are often spaced according to slope §8: Sanitation/ waste Compost toilet, septic tanks, constructed treatment wetlands
If structures are stabilized by means of water structures
vegetation, also select relevant vegetative
9 9 S9: Shelters for plants Greenhouses, stables, shelters for plant nurseries

measures!

and animals
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S10: Energy saving Wood-saving stoves, insulation of buildings, renewable energy
measures sources (solar, biogas, wind, hydropower)
S11: Others Compost production pits; reshaping of surface (slope reduction)
M1: Change of land use [Area closure/ resting, protection, change from cropland to
type grazing land, from forest to agroforestry, afforestation
M2: Change of Change from grazing to cutting (for stall feeding), farm enterprise
management/ selection (degree of mechanization, inputs, commercialization),
intensity level vegetable production in greenhouses, irrigation; from mono-
cropping to rotational cropping; from continuous cropping to
managed fallow; from open access to controlled access (grazing
land, forests); from herding to fencing, adjusting stocking rates,
rotational grazing
Management measures M3: Layout according Exclusion of natural waterways and hazardous areas, separation
Error! Objects cannot be created from ‘;o natural and of grazl'ng l‘ypesf d/s/trlZut/'on of wate: poolfnts, sa;t'.//cksf livestock
editing field codes. un'.\an p.ens, ips (grazing land); increase of landscape diversity, forest
environment aisle
e involve a fundamental change in land
use M4: Major change in Land preparation, planting, cutting of vegetation
e usually involve no agronomic and timing of activities
structural measures - - - - - -
. . MS5: Control/ change of Reduction of invasive species, selective clearing, encouragement
e often result in improved vegetative . o ) : ] . ;
cover species composition | of desired/ introduction of new species, controlled burning (e.g.
e often reduce the intensity of use (ifannually orin a prescribed fires in forests/ on grazing land)/ residue burning
rotational sequence
asdone e.g.on
cropland 2 A1)
M6: Waste Includes both artificial and natural methods for waste
management management
(recycling, re-use
or reduce)
M7: Others

Other measures

comprises any measures which do not fit
into the above categories

Beekeeping, small stock farming (e.g. poultry, rabbits), fish ponds;
food storage and processing (including post-harvest loss
reduction)

Combinations

occur where different measures
complement each other and thus enhance
each other’s effectiveness

may comprise any two or more of the
above measures

Terrace (S1) + Grass strips and trees along riser (V2, V1) + Contour
tillage (A3)

Zero grazing/ stall feeding (M2) + Construction of stables and
fence (510) + Compost/ manure production pits (S12) +
Application of manure and compost on cropland (A2)
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4.2.4 The goals of the Technology with regard to land degradation:

Prevention: good land management practices that are already in place on land that may be prone to land
degradation. They maintain natural resources and their environmental and productive functions.

Reduction: interventions intended to reduce ongoing degradation and/ or halt further degradation. They start
improving natural resources and their functions. Impacts tend to be noticeable in the short to medium
term.

Rehabilitation/ restoration: required when the land is already degraded to such an extent that the original use is no
longer possible, and land has become practically unproductive. Here, longer-term and more costly
investments are needed to show any impact.

Adaptation: applied when rehabilitation/ restoration of the original state of the land is no longer possible or requires
resources beyond the means of land users. This means the state of land degradation is “accepted”, but
land management is adapted to suit land degradation (e.g. adapting to soil salinity by introducing salt-
tolerant plants).

4.2.5 Effectiveness of implemented SLM technologies

Effectiveness: how much it reduces the degree of degradation or how well it is preventing degradation

4: Very high: the measures not only control the land degradation problems appropriately, but even improve the
situation compared to the situation before degradation occurred.

3: High: the measures control the land degradation problems appropriately. The measures are able to stop further
deterioration, but improvements are slow.

2: Moderate: the measures are acceptable for the given situations. However, the measures only slow down the
degradation process, but are not sufficient.

1: Low: the measures need local adaptation and improvement in order to reduce land degradation to acceptable
limits.

4.2.6 Effectiveness trend

1- no change in effectiveness
2 - increase in effectiveness: the measures have a growing positive impact on the reduction of degradation

3 - decrease in effectiveness: the measures have less and less effect in reducing degradation, e.g. due to lack of
maintenance
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4.2.7 Expertrecommendation
A - Adaptation:  to the problem: the degradation is either too serious to deal with and is accepted as a fact of life,
or it is not worthwhile the effort to invest in.

P —Prevention:  implies the use of conservation measures that maintain natural resources and their
environmental and productive function on land that may be prone to further degradation

M - Mitigation: is intervention intended to reduce ongoing degradation.

R - Rehabilitation: is intervention when the land is already degraded to such an extent that the original use is only
possible with extreme efforts as land has become practically unproductive.

4.2.8 Example

Table 1: Land use system (Example)
Name: First name Last name Country: ___South ﬁﬁ':'m
Mapping Unit Id (LUS + admin. unit): 113 Savanna + Ratlou municipality)

Land Use System (Step2)

a) LUS area | b) LUS inten-

: ¢) Remarks (e.o. reasons for trend
trend sity trend ) (c-g )

2 1 Increased grazing pressure due to growing numbers of lrvestock,

Table 2: Land degradation (Example)

Name: X ¥ Country: __South Africa
Mapping Unit Id (LUS + admin. unit): 113 Savanna + Ratlou municipality)

Land degradation (Step 3)
a) Type (state) b) Extent | c) Degree | d) Rate | e) Direct causes |f) Indirect causes| g) Impact on h) Remarks

___________________ ecosystem ser-
iii vices

lD,:L.Jrn:d::rrbn 15 CONCEn-

Ha Pc 15% 2 1 g1 el f4 pht PI1-3, E2-2 trated in NUW communal
grazing are :y" istrict
Bs 10% 2 -3 gl g3 eg P1-2, §3-1 composition from large to
small ft{u‘]{_

E g3: change of fivestock,
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Table 3: Conservation (Example)

Name: XY Country: __South Africa
Mapping Unit Id (LUS + admin. unit): 113 (Savanna + Ratlou municipality)

Conservation (Step 4)
a) Name b) ¢) Measure |[d)  |e) % of |f)Degradat |g)Effec- | Eff.. |i) Impacton |j)Perio |K)Ref |1) Remarks
Group Pur- |area  |onad- riveness |trend |ESS il o QT
pose dressed
Controlled grazing + | TS V2iM M |20%  |Wei@c @k |3 0 P1+3, E3+3 | 1985 Major efforts
reseeding ‘2 ; E2+2, E7+1 were made in the
' late 80'1es and
have been mein-
; . tained
Dams (with Agrofor-|UH |56 M M |15% |[WeCn Ha|2 1 PI+2, 852+1 (1980 |RSA05 |Great potential
estry) 1 E1+2 |for up-scaling
Table 4: Expert recommendation (Example)
Name: XY Country: __ South Africa
Mapping Unit Id (LUS + admn. umit): 113 (Savanna = Ratlou municipality)
Expert recommendation (Step 5)
Expert Remarks and additional information
recommendation
[ 4 Maintain good soil cover conditions through agroforestry systems
M Reduce loss of water through runoff and evaporation by the soil surface through
mulching and minimum tillage.
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4.3 Local Assessment field data collection formats

4.3.1 Assessing SLM Technologies and Approaches

TABLE 8 Fleld form — WOCAT Inventory on SLM technologles
WOCAT Inventory on SLM Technologles (page A)

Date: Country/reglon: Contributor:
(Name, institutions, address, email)
ID* Name of Land | Position | Area Main types Conservation | Climate Tolerance / sensitivity of Slope
Technology | use of land measures technology to climatic
type degradation extremes
addressed tolerant | sensitive not
known

il
(5
i

See Notes below for details of information to provide in each column *Give consecutive numbers for ID.

ID  Short defnition/description of SLM Technology (contalning key characteristics of the technology)
=4
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TABLE 9 Fleld form — WOCAT Inventory on SLM approaches
WOCAT Inventory on SLM Approaches (page A)

Date: Country/region: Contributor:
(Name, insfitutions, address. email)
ID* Name of For which | Position | Area Type of Implementing | Objectives Land user involvement
Approach land use Approach bodies
type Initiation Implementation
phase
el
o )
- |

See Notes below for details of required information to provide in each column *Give consecutive numbess for ID

ID  Short defnitlon/description of SLM Approach (containing key characteristics of the approach)
Ry

For more detailed explanations and defrutions refer to the basic version of the questionnaire on SLM approaches

. A at net S/ case-s -ASSes: t- a S! ires h
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TABLE 9 Fleld form — WOCAT Inventory on SLM approaches (continued)
WOCAT Inventory on SLM Approaches (page B)

Date: Country/reglon: Contributor:
(Name, institutions, address, email)
ID* Technical External Motivation of land user Impact Photo Ranking
support material to implement SLM
support World Map Potential

=1

L

%3

See Notes below for details of requuired information to provide in each column *Give consecutive numbers for ID

ID Strengths of SLM Approach Weaknesses of SLM Approach
e

vl

=3

For more detailed explanations and defnitions refer to the basic version of the questionnaire on SLM approaches
attp:/ /wwwwocat net/en/method ! !

CASC- SO A5 SCoSINCI-QLOR / QUCSUOIIN AL a4
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4.3.2 Soil Assessment data collection format

FIELD SCORE CARD
Soil Condition Assessed using V5-Fast Methodolgy
PART A: SOIL VISUAL DESCRIPTORS

Date:

Land Use (Current and Past):
Site Location:

Recent Weather Conditions:
Soil Type:

Soil Structure:

Soil Textre:

Soil Colour:

“Walk in” Observations (soil / crop residues):

Soil Profile skerch

Visual Indicator Visual Score (V5) Weighting V5-Fast
of Soil Quality 0 = Poor Condition sSCore
1 = Moderate Condition
2 = Good Condition

Tillage pan x3
Aggregate Size Distribution x3
Soil Crusts * (negative) (positive = biological)
* Score for either “negative” 2 = no crust 0 = Poor X2
or “positive (biological)” crusts 1 =some cracking 1=Moderate
0 = continuous crust 2 =Good
Earthwaorms (or other more X2
pertinent soil fauna)
Roots x3
Sum of visual V5-Fast scores
Soil Visual Assessment Sum of visual V5-Fast Scores
“Poor” <7
“Moderate” 7-14
"Good” 15-26
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FIELD SCORE CARD
Soil Condition Assessed using V5-Fast Methodolgy
PART B: FIELD SOIL MEASUREMENTS

Field Measurement Actual Visual Score (VS)* Weighting V5-Fast
Value 0 = Poor Condition score
1 = Moderate Condition
2 = Good Condition

Slaking and Dispersion (scores: 0-4) x1.5
Soil pH Mot scored Mot scored
Water Infiltration (negative = (positive =
“negative” = sands sands) all other soils)
“pasitive” = other soils 0 = fast 0 =slow x3

1 = medium 1 = medium

2 =slow 2 =fast

Organic C - labile fraction x2
Soil salinity (EC) x3

Sum of soil measurement V5-Fast scores

* These scores not applicable to Slake/Dispersion test, where scores range from 0 to 4 (hence ¥ weighting value)

Soil Measurement Assessment Sum of V5-Fast Scores
“Poor” <7
“Moderate” 7-14
“Good” 15-22

Total V5-Fast score (Part A + Part B) scores

“Poor” <14
"Moderate” 14 - 28
“Good” 30 -48

Other Notes, e.g. Site Photo; Soil Photo or Sketches of soil, pit location...
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4.3.3 Vegetation Assessment data collection format
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4.3.4 Water Resource Assessment data collection format

Water resource assessment

Besides review of the secondary information, water resource assessment is conducted in field through key
information interview and field measurements of biophysical indicators if no up-to-date secondary information
are available.

I. Hydrological regime and Water supply (please tick)

Increase Decrease No change

Hydrological regime and sediment-related processes

Surface runoff

Peak flow/floods

Base flow/ dry season flow

Ground water recharge

Soil moisture recharge

Erosion and sediment load

Water Quality and their causes

Pathogens

Nutrients and Organic matter

Pesticides and other persistent organic pollutants

Salinity

Drought / flood risk and incidence

Do serious droughts / floods occur in the area? /_/VYes /_/No

If yes, how frequent are the drought / flood events? ...........c.c..........

Have they become more or less common in the last 10 years? /_/Yes /_/No

Why do local people think this is happening (i.e. such as bare, compacted or crusted soils increasing runoff and
hindering infiltration, the use of less drought resilient crop species, the deviation of streams)?
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Distance and access to water
What is the approximate distance (km) and time (min) taken to reach water for:

i) domestic consumption in the dry and wet seasons ................
ii) livestock watering in the dry and wet seasons? ........ccc.ccueuue.
iii) Any changes in the [ast 10 years? ........cceveevieverercerceceinreneeen.

How far (km) are the main grazing areas from nearest potable water source in:

[) the dry season ......... ii) the wet season? ............ iii) Has this changed over the last 10 years?..........
Il. Water resources management and changes in demand
Demand on water

What changes have there been in demand on water and water withdrawals in the last decade for the different
water uses (e.g. number of dried-up wells / boreholes)?

Water resources management
Have there been changes in the last 10 years in water conservation, water harvesting activities and irrigation:

a- Soil and water conservation: What techniques are used to optimise moisture and water capture,
retention, infiltration and groundwater recharge? Have they been effective?
Soil and water conservation Effectiveness | Impacts (e.g. increase in Proportion of people

measures (Yes/No) productivity, income, health, | applying these
reduced risk of crop failure) measures (%)

Bench terraces (level, forward or
backward sloping)

Contour bunds / banks (level,
graded, semi-circular, v-shaped,
trapezoidal etc.)

Graded ditches, waterways and cut-
off drains;

Level ditches / pits (infiltration,
retention, sediment and sand traps)
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Soil cover and mulching.

Others.... e,

b- What are the water harvesting techniques at present
- Dams, tanks, Reservoirs
- Roof catchment and cisterns

c- What are the types of irrigation systems operational? What is the proportion of each type?

Type Proportion | Water Meeting Minimizing Minimizing | Minimizing
of each | capture plant water | drainage and | runoff evaporation from
type (%) retention requirement | leaching standing water

Effectiveness in ensuring water use efficiency (high, moderate, or low)

Flood/surfaces

Sprinkler

Drip

Pressure hose

Others

d- What are the constraints to effective water use? Please tick

/__/Salinity /__/Shortage/access /__/Conflict /_/Cost /_/

e- What are the arrangements for water allocation / water rights and water conflict resolution / byelaws on
water resources use and their application? Have there been significant changes in the last 10 years and
why?

lll. Offsite impacts on water resources (tick)
__increasing pressure / demand on the water sources, removal of natural vegetation
___drainage or permanent alteration of the water levels and flows

___inflow of nutrients in run-off from fertilized farmland
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___inflow of non-selective pesticides or herbicides in run-off from adjacent or upstream farm land
___changes in the water regime leading to increased floods, or reduced low

___human activity (e.g. damming, irrigation or recreation and pollution in or close to the water body)

Does local land use and management (vegetation, soil and water) in the study area affect water resources in off-
site/ neighbouring areas (Select impacts from Table 36 P. 143 of Part 2 LADA manual)

Does land use and management outside the study area affect the water resources in the study area? (Select
impacts from Table 36 P. 143 of Part 2 LADA manual)

What are the human and natural causes of off-site impacts? (Identify the relevant causes from Table 37 P 144 of
Part 2 LADA manual and rank them in order of importance starting with the most important)

Note: Guidelines of Biophysical assessment of specific water resources, such as rivers, lakes, wetlands, irrigated lands and
livestock watering points are given through p144-152 of Part 2 LADA manual. No questionnaires is included for their

assessment here.
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4.3.5 Livelihood Assessment data collection format

Household Livelihood assessment

1. Natural capital

1.1 Calendar of farming / herding activities by seasons in relation to rainfall
Activity Months (or by seasons in local terms)

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun  Jul Aug Sep ©Ocd Nov Dec

Rainfalls
H-High
L-Low
M-None

Activity codes: Cropping: 1- Land preparation, 2- Planting, 3- Growing, 4- Harvesting 5-Herding,
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1.2 Type of water source available, uses, constraints and changes in the last 10 years

Water Use/available Used for Need access  Constraints Changes
Sources during which  D- Drinking, rights or P-Price
months? |- Irrigation, payment D- Distance
L- Livestock (Yes/No) S- Safety
Q- Quantity
Borehole
Well
Dam /
Reservoir
Rivers
Pipe
Other:

1.3 Household land resources, terms of utilisation, and changes in the last 10 years

Household land Area of land (ha) Terms of Changes
use types utilisation
O- Ownership
R- Rental
5- Share
C- Communal
A- Allocation
Cropping 1:
Cropping 2:
Cropping 3:
Pastures

Matural grazing lands

Forest / Woodlands

Who is responsible for forest management (natural and planted trees)?
Natural:
Planted:
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1.4 Household uses of each crop types

Crop types Crop uses
Market Consumption Fodder Other
Hay
Vegetables
Fruits
Other

1.5 Livestock number by species, details and/or changes in the last 10 years
Animal species Approximate numbers Details/Changes

Cattle

Goats

Sheep

Camel

Other:
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1.6 Vegetation resource(s) used by the household for different activities
Activities Resources used

Land Water Trees/Forest MNatural
Vegetation

Grow crop

Fetch water/ water
animals

Wild food

Fuel wood

Feed livestock

Other:

1.7 Main constraints, problems, changes in vegetation resources in the last 10 years

Constraints Resources Changes
Land Water Trees/Forest Natural
Vegetation
Access
Use
Quality
Other:

1.8 General changes in activities and practices: Has the household made changes in his/her
cultivation practices / rangeland management over the last 10 years?
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2. Land degradation

2.1 Quality assessment of the conditions of different land resources and changes

Cropping lands  Grazing lands Forested lands Water
resources

Quality ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

Changes/Trends

2.2,2.3 & 2.4 Types of land degradation, causes, impacts and changes

Land degradation Causes (direct Root causes Impacts (I) Changes in last
types/problems pressures) (driving forces) 10 years (trend)

Examples of land degradation: soil loss by runaffs or wind, gully, loss of soil fertilivy, reduced biomass in
the graging lands, reduced quality of the grazing, loss of palatable species, erc

Example of impacts: reduction of income, diminution of food production, fewer products to sell, reduction

of construction materials, move time spent on farming/grazing/ferching water, need more inputs/fertilisers,
oL MEgrArion, eic
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2.5 Measures / interventions currently used to control land degradation / promote
sustainable land management and specific conservation / degradation control measures

SLM / What for When By whom Obstacles
conservation to scale up

Potential conservation / SLM measures / interventions that are known but not currently
implemented

Potential conservation/SLM measures Obstacles to implement
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3. Financial capital and production

3.1, 3.2 & 3.3 Sources and importance of each household income, their use and changes in the
last 10 years

Income sources Order of Use for? Changes
priority
Crop production

Livestock production

Remittances

Fishing

Forest products

Off farm employment

Business

Processing Food (e.g. honey,
cheese, etc.)

Other:

3.4 & 3.5 Changes in yield, inputs and practices in the last 10 years
Crop production Changes (trend)
Yield

Fertilizers / Inputs

Practices / Machinery

Record yields and fertilizer uses per year if available/known by household.
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3.6 Forms of aid received to support agricultural activities
Forms of aid Why When By whom Changes
Subsidies

Extension services

Payments

Food aids

Micro-credit
Project / program

Cooperative bank loan

Borrowing money
from relatives

4. Vulnerability context

4.1 Crises faced by the household in the last 10 years, and impacts / effects on natural
resources and land management

Crises When Impacts on natural resources/Land management

Drought

Food insecurity

Crop failure

Livestock losses

Matural disaster

Health problem

War/conflict

Migration

Indebtedness

Other:
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4.2 Periods of each year with shortage or limited / difficult access to natural resources
Shortage / Limited access Month(s)
Food
Grazing
Fodder
Water
Other:

4.3 Main changes in the landscape and living conditions in the last 10 years (trends)

Changes in landscape
1

2
3

Changes in livelihoods:

1.

e

4.4 Main problems in the area

WP =
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5. Physical capital

5.1 Changes in services / infrastructures access in the last 10 years

Services / Access Distance Changes
Infrastructure G- Good (or time)

M- Medium

P- Poor
Market

Medical centre
School

Farming cooperative

Extension / research

Water points
Main town / city
Other:

5.2 Services / infrastructures not accessible or missing and explain why

Services / Not accessible Missing Why
Infrastructure

Market
Medical centre
School

Farming cooperative

Extension { research

Water points
Main town / city
Other:

5.3 Vehicles and farming equipment used by the household and changes in 10 years

Household’s goods Term of access Changes
(O-own; R rent; S share)

Car

Motorcycle

Bicycle

Farm tools

Tractor

Donkey / bull / horse
Other:
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b. Policies, institutions and processes

6.1 Decision makers who control access and use of communal resources and changes in the
last 10 years

Communal resources Decision-makers Changes

Water

Grazing lands

Trees/Forestsiwoodlands

Other:

6.2 Formal and informal laws and rules affecting land/resources management and changes in
the last 10 years

Laws, rules, F- Formal Effects on natural resources Changes
regulations I-Infermal  and land management
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7. Social capital

7.1, 7.2 & 7.3 Household’s membership of associations and benefits

Associations Since Direct benefits’ Access to new
when information?

Local group

Producer associations

Womens' groups

NGO

Socialfreligious groups

Water committee/ users
association

Other:

Codes for Benefits: B- Borrowing money; T- Technical support; S- Share equipment; M- Micro-
credit; F- Food processing facilities; T- Transport to market; A- Access to natural resources; C-
Community integration; O- Other

Codes for Access to new information: S- Seeds; C- Conservation agriculture; L- Land degradation
control measures, R- Rangelands management M- Marketing; O- Other (specify)
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8. Human capital and household composition

8.1 Educational level and training of family members
Family Educational level Training on conservation / SLM
Head
Maother
Children

8.2 Composition of family members
Family Number

Total members

Active workers
Children
Migrants

8.3 Age range of household head
Age of household head
<20
20-30
30-40
40-50
50-60
=60
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4.3.6 Format for Key Informant and land users

Key informant and land user interview

Field form — Sustainable Land Management (SLM) practices

Land SLM practice Conservation Benefits of Utilization by Constraints to
degradation effectiveness SLM practice land users in adoption*
problem (+, neutral, -) the area
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* Examples of Constraints: No perception of land degradation
No incentives to adopt SLM practices (e.g. insecurity of tenure, seasonal migration, etc)
No capability to remedy (e.g. land shortage, labour unavailability, lack of capital)

Field form — Plant indicator species

Common name Scientific name What does it Specific qualities, | Causes/pressures
indicate? characteristics
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Field form - Yield trend analysis

Time (year) Yield Events
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Summary table of costs and benefits of management practices

Year Costs (and resources required) Benefits
Labor Tools | Lossincrop area | Increase in crop Savings on Pole production
yield fertilizer
Min (a) | Max (b) | Actual | Min (d) | Max (e) | Min (f) | Max Min (h) | Max (i) | Min (j) | Max (k)
(c) (9)
1
2
3
Calculating net cash flow
Year Total costs Total benefits Net cash flow
Min Max Min Max Min (t—s) Max (u—r)
(a+c+d=r) (b+c+e=s) (f+h+j=t) (g+i+k=u)
1
2
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Comparing cash flow scenarios

Year Lower discount rate Upper discount rate
Discount Minimum Maximum Discount Minimum Maximum
factor discounted net

cash flow discounted factor discounted discounted
net cash net cash net cash
flow flow flow

1

2

3

NPV total
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4.3.7 Form for community focus discussions

Field form for the community focus group discussion

[This form refers to the questionnaire check list (Tool 1.1). The questions have to be reviewed by the

team prior to the focus group discussion, in order to adapt the questionnaire to the local context and
terminology. |

Studyareaorcommunity name: Nameofrecord keeper:
Date of discussion:

1. Population size and number of households:

2. History, migration and pattern of settlement:

3. Land units, land use types and water sources in the study area as differentiated by community
members

Land Units Land use types (includes Water Sources
(biophysical) management practices) (natural and manmade)

4 & 5. Main livelihood / productive activities during rainy and dry seasons, also associated
resource uses and products generated.
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Season Resources used
R- Rainy G- Grazing lands
D- Dry M- Medicinal plants
B- Both W- Wild food
W- Water sources
F- Forestftree
0O- Other

Products
F- Food
W- Wood
E- Energy
G- other products
|- Income

6. Important types of land degradation in the study area, their causes, the impacts, and changes

(trends) over the last 10 years.

Land degradation

Types
Erosion by water (splash, rill,
gully - specify which)
Erosion by wind (dust

storms, sand blow, sediment
deposits, dunes, etc)

Soil physical degradation
(compaction, surface sealing,
crusting, pulverisation, etc.)

Soil biological degradation
(loss or soil organic matter
or soil life, declining fertility
Soil chemical degradation
(nutrient mining, salinity,
acidity pollution, etc)

Causes Impacts

Changes (trend)

Bullet points 7 to 10 below are used to record, as appropriate, relevant details on soil, vegeration,
water and / or socio-economic aspects of land degradation:

Page 87 of 103



Heathy Landscape — Baseline Assessment LADA WOCAT Land Degradation Assessment

7. Indicators and causes of soil degradation - including erosion and deterioration of soil
properties, as perceived by the community

Locally perceived 5Soil Indicators Causes of Soil degradation

8. Indicators and causes of degradation of natural vegetation and biodiversity, as perceived by the
community in crop land, in grazing land and in wood/forest land (specify).

Vegetation Indicators Changes/Trends Causes
(Yes/No; L, M, H)

Deforestation

Compaosition of vegetation
(structure and species diversity)

Health and quality of grazing lands
Health and quality of forests

Abundance of useful species
(edible, palatable, medicinal, used
for energy, building or crafts, etc.)

Presence of invasive, harmful or
less useful species (toxic, pests, less
palatable species)

Bush encroachment

Evidence of frequent or severe
burning

Extent and vegetation of wetlands

Diversity of habitats in the area

Other (specify)...
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9. Livestock management measures and their problems in terms of land degradation or benefits
in terms of sustainable land management

Livestock management Presence  When and What What

measure High, Why? problems are the
Moderate, (reasons) do they benefits?
Few, None cause?

Range enclosures

Rotational grazing

Ranching

Stall fed (zero grazed) animals

Seasonal livestock movements
(agro-pastoralism)

Permanent livestock movements
(nomadic pastoralism)

Cattle grazing corridors

Use of bye laws, other measures,
to control livestock numbers,
burning, etc.

Other
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10. Forest management measures

Forest management measure Presence When and What What
High, Why? problems are the
Moderate, (reasons) do they benefits?
Few, None cause?
Clear logging

Selective felling

Coppicing or pollarding

Livestock grazing in forest

Fire control (fire breaks etc)

Use of bye laws, other measures,
to control forest use and

exploitation of products and
wildlife

Other

11. Changes and causes of water quantity and quality

Water Changes (trends) Causes

Quantity

Rainfall

Drought

Flood

Demand -surface water
Demand - groundwater
{wells, boreholes)

¢ lrrigation arealuse

» Other uses

Quality

» Drinking water
¢ lrrigation

» Other uses

- & & = @
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Who practices irrigation in the community? Have the area / crops / seasons changed?

Are community members paying for:
-drinkingwarter?

-wareringanimals?

- irrigation?

What are the implications?
Bullet points 12 to 13 below are used to record livelihoods problems and coping mechanisms

12. Main livelihoods problems relating to land use / management and degradation:
1.

2.
3.

Specific issues relating to:
e  Occurrenceofconflice(s)
FoodInsecurirty

Poverty
Drought/Flood
Access.rights/tenure

13. Main coping mechanisms and strategies:

1.
2.
3.

14. Sustainable land management pracrices for land degradation control or land restoration

SLM practices Reasons for When, and by Results
implementation whom
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15. Importance of organizations influencing sustainability of land management at local level:

Organizations (specify) Influence on sustainability of land management (LD / SLM)

Importance Influence Remarks
H- High, +0Or -
M-Medium, L-Low

Informal group

Cooperative of land users

NGO localfinternational

Private sector

Local leader

Government authorities

Research agencies

Other

16. Main informal and formal systems of tenure and rights to access land resources in the community

Land tenure system Details Influence on SLM

Ownership
Allocation
Share

Rent
Communal

- & & = @

Access rights system Details Influence on SLM

Cropping lands
Grazing lands
Forest Lands
Trees

Water

- & & & @
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17. Effects of laws, rules and regulations concerning land resources on land degradation and / or

conservation / SLM

Laws, rules and regulations Effects on land degradation / SLM

18. Major social divisions affecting community members’ access and management of natural

resources
(e.g. poverty / wealth status, religious or caste groupings, pastoralists or sertled farmers, irrigators

or rain-fed farmers)

Effects on access and management

Social divisions
of natural resources

19. Record any other relevant information arising during the discussion:
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4.4 Other training data sets
Following software and training data sets available for further training programs.

1. GIS compatible land use maps (1:10000 scale) developed for two pilot sides.
2. LUS system map for pilot sites with unique LUS ID system.

3. Microsoft Access data sets for each GN division were developed.

4. Filled set of MQ formats (hard copies).

5. LUS change and Degradation related maps (soft copy versions)
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