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2 J yea rs after the Colombo Declaration 

ebruary 2002 mar ks th e 21st anniversary of 

signing the Colombo declarati on, the blue 
print fo r the for mation of Sout h Asia 
Co-operative Environment Programme by 
high level offi cials of the member countries. 
Since its inception, SACEP has been 
implement ing the programmes and policies 
approved by its Govern ing Council at the 
Ministerial level. At the recently held 8 lh 

Govern ing Council Meet ing of SACEP, the 
member count r ies took the fo llowi ng 
decisions: 
•	 The Environment Minis tr-ies shou ld 

remain as SACEP's Focal Points and they 
in tu rn should co- o rdina te w ith o ther 
relevant ministries to bring in greater 
participation & synergy; 

•	 SACEP Secretariat should be strength ­
ened in ter ms of staff and other require­
ments; 

•	 The State of Environment Repor ts 
prepared by the member countr ies to be 
the basis in fo rmulati ng new programme 
activ itie s; 

•	 To select few pr ior ity issues related to 
the w hole region and develop programme 
activities to be implemented duri ng a 
specific time period; 

•	 As much as possible projects to be imple­
mented in the region sho uld be demand 
driven. Some Supply- driven catalyst 
projects n suppor t of global initiatives are 
also required an 

•	 SACEP Secretariat should take measures 

to collect, col late and disseminate all 
informat ion on enviro nment. so that it 
becom es the storehouse of know ledge in 
the region. 

Her Excellency Chandr ika Bandaranayaike 
Kumaratunga. Presi em of Sri Lanka in her 
message at this occasion reaffir med the 
continued commitment of the Go vern ment 
Sri Lanka, to w or k together w ith the member 
count r ies of the South Asia for environment 
protection and sustainable develo ment . 
Han Di nesh Gunawardena, then Minister of 
Transport and Environ ment, Sri Lanka inaugu­

rated the meet ing and st ressed the importance 
regional co-operation for achieving 
environmental goals at national and regional 
level, for the benefit of the present populat ion 
but Iso for the futu re generati ons. 
Mr . Shafqat S. Kakakhel Deputy Execut ive 
D irector, UNEP, in his statement assured 
UNEP's continued support and assistance in the 
work of SACEP in achieving the goals of environ­
ment protection and sustainable development in 
the region. 

Inauguration Session of the 8'" Ge M 

Mr . Mahboob Elahi, Director General, SACEP 
proposed the follow ing three-pronged appro ach 
to guide the future work porgramme and pr iori ­
t ies of SACEP at the sub regional level: 
I .	 Least cost activities: 

Networking and linkages, environmental 
awards, mapping/GIS databases 

2.	 Modest cost activities: 
Catalyst to nat ional acti ons, environment 
education & t raining, inventory of environ­
mentally fr iendly technologies and their 
tran sfer mechanisms 

3.	 Medium and long range act ivit ies: 
Development of regional legal instruments as 
basis of co-operat ion, joint thematic review s. 
common position on the negot iat ion & im­
plementat ion of multilateral environment 
agree ments, effective com mittees/Task 
forces on differ ent priority subjects. 

As a foll ow up to the GC 8 Meeting. SACEP is 
now in the process of obtaining UN EP's 
assistance to const itu te a panel of expe rts for 
for mulate a pr iority programme activities and its 
implementat ion mechanism for the Organiza t ion . 
SAC EP hopes to rev italize the par ticipat ion of 
Islamic Republic of Iran in the future acti vities of 
the region. 
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Proj ect and Prog ra mme Activities
 

•	 SAS is included in the GPAs Habitat 
Alternation Project 

The Globa l Programme o f Action for the Protection of the Marine 
Environment form Land based Act ivities (G PA) Coordination 
O ffice has informed the SACEP secretar iat that the South Asian 
Seas region has been selected for the imp lementat ion of Physical 
Al ter nat ions and Destr uct ion of Habitat Project, together with 
Eastern Afr ican and W ider Caribbean regions. 
The project aims t supporting the effo r ts of stakeholder s 
in protect ing coastal and marine habitats against physical altera­
ti ons and destruction . It will focus on sediment mo bilization 
effects by four economic sect ors that pose a threat to such 
habitats : tour ism, por ts, aquacultu re. and mining. 

The pr oject w ill at tempt to assist th ese sectors through the 
development of checkl ists and guidance. Case studies and 
examples illustratin g the environment al, social and economic 
benefits of posit ive action w ill be documented and disseminated 
through the GPA Clear ing House, Regional stakeholder meetings 
w ill be held to develop regional and secto r specific checklist and 
initiate actions such as pilot project . 

The fir st South Asian Seas Regional meet ing was held in India, 
between 27.zs- February 2002, wi th the participat ion of several 
stakeho lders form the five mari time countr ies of the South Asian 
Region , Dr Vaeer le Vandew eerd , Co-ordlnato r/ GPA together 
with Mr P.Y, [ yayakr ishnan, Secretary/Ministry of Forest and 
Environment . India chaired the meet ing. 

Mr Khan, MP Govern ment of India 

•	 Global International WaterAssessment 
(GIWA) - Bay ofBengal Sub Region 
assessment is now underway 

GIWA a GEF/UNEP Strategic Assessment wh ich includes 
66 subregio nal international water bodi es, initiated its 
programme activit ies in the Bay of Bengal region in 
October 200 I . Both marine and fr eshwater syst em 
assessment will be undertaken taking into account different 
future scenar ios based on projection of demographic, 
economic and social changes associated with the process of 
development. 
The first phase of the assessment is a 3 year pro ject, 
compr ising of th ree stages: scaling/scooping, detailed impact 
assessment and the causal chain analysis. A standard 
methodology for each step is provided by GIWA to ensure 
that the results from all the 66 subregion s are comparable. 
The scaling part will check the accuracy of geographic 
bound aries of the subregion and the scoping part will 
pr ior itize the wate r related major concer ns such as 
freshwater shortage, po llution. aquatic habitat loss and 
modifica t ion, overexploitat ion of living reso urces and 
climate change. 
An A ssessment Task Team has been formed for the Bay of 
Bengal region and the initi al w orkshop was held during 
November last year to apply t he GIWA methodology, 
where SACEP secretariat and experts from India and 
Sri Lanka participated. 
As the next step, the definitive Bay of Bengal Scaling and 
Scoping Workshop is due to be conve ned from 28_30 th 

March 2002, in Chenna i India, The purpose of thi s meeting 
is to bring together the gap-fill ing information that has been 
collected since the last meet ing and to establish the 
foundation for proceeding to the next stage of GIW A 
assessment process, If you need mor e inform ation, please 
refer www.giwa.net. 

•	 Senior officials of SACEP member countries to meet in Katmandu to fi nalize the draft South Asian 
Environmental Education and Training Action Plan: 2002·2007 

23 officials from the member countries of SACEP , r presentatives fro m DANIDA. 
SAARC,UNEP , UN DP • UN ESCO, and the US South Asian Regional Environment 
Hub met r Kathmandu between 27_2Srh February to discuss the draft action plan on 
Environment Educ tion and Training. 

Hon. P.L. Singh, Minister for population and Environment of Nepal. inaugurating the 
meeting stated that environmental education and training has been recognized as an 
essential element in the sustainable development process. 

The action plan will be re ised on the basis of the recommendations received form the member governments and will be endorsed 
at the enviro nmental ministers meeting scheduled for later this year. In the meantime UNEPand SAC EP is to identify a few pilot 
pro jects for immediate implementation, 

The preparation of the Action Plan was initiated as result of recommendat ions issued at the 7th Meeting of the Governing Cou ncil 
of SACEP, and with the financial assistance provided by UNEP-ROAP. The primary objective of the Action Plan is to present an 
overall regional framework to educate and train people to deal with major environmental issues such as degradatio n of ecosystems 
and depletion of natu ral resources, as well as sensitizing them on the need to eliminate the root causes for above activities. 
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• Strengthe in National Capabilities on 
Environment Assessment and Monitoring 

(SEAMC P) 

The Pro ject. init iated in 1998, wi th the financial support from 
the No egian Agency for Developm nt Cooperation 
(N ORAD) and technical assistance from UNEP EAP.AP (now 
referred to as the Regional Resource Centre for A ia Pacific. 
U EP-RRC.AP) is in its last stage of its Phase I acti it ies. 

Pr parat ion of tate o f the Enviro nment Repor ts for the 
countr ies have been the main target. So far the repo r ts for 
Bangladesh, Bhutan. N epal and Sri Lanka has been completed 
under this proj ect and can be downloaded from the web site 
http://www.rrcap.unep.org/ 

The report for Maldives is expected to be ready by March 
and w ill be posted on web site there after . Hard copies of the 
reports can be obtained from the Project Coordinator. 
SEN RIC. ACEP. 

The Reports highlight chosen 5 critical issues o f concern for 
each of the countries and is presented in a Pressure -State­
Impact-Response approach and suggest on the recommenda­
tions on the existing Policies. Th ese recommendations will be 
the basis for the preparation of Action Plans and the 
National Strategies fo r Sustainable Development which are 
being aimed at through the second phase of this Project. 

The pro ject has assisted and strengthen the capacities of 
national governm ents in establishing strong informatio n 
technology base for data processing. modeling and analysis 
requirements that supports SoE assessments and reporting. 
and improve the basis for d cision making in the handling of 
impo rtant/emerging environ ment pro lems. 

South Asia SoE Report 

The South Asia 50E report is under pr paration and
 
scheduled for publishing In March. 2002.
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Implementation of the Mal ' Declaration on thecontrol 
& preve tion of air pollution and its likely 

transboundary effectsenters in to the second phase 

The phase I of the implementati on o f t he Male D eclaration on 
the Control and Preven ti on of A ir Pollution and its Likely 
Transboundary Effects for South Asia was co mp leted in _000. 
with the finalisation of baseline stu dies and th e co mpilation o f 
nati onal act ion plans by the Na t ion al Implement ing Agencies. 

The final workshop fo r phase I was held in athmandu dur ing 
March 2000. 

Implementation of the Phase II of th is pr oject w ill be action 
oriented through establishing the monitori ng stat ions and 
ensuring the data collection, and will be implemented duri ng 
2002-2004. In preparation for Phase II activities. a monitoring 
manual to support the establishment of monitor ing network has 
been developed and a monitoring committee meeti ng was held 
on 27-28'hFebruary 2002 at the U EP RRC.A P to discuss the 
technica l details for the mon itoring network. 

Th is pr oject is implemented by UNEP.RRC.AP in co llaboration 
w ith the Stockholm Envir onment Institute (SEI) and SACEP with 
the financial support from Sida and aims to achieve intergov rn­
mental cooperati on to address the increasing threat to 
transboundary air pollution and consequent ial impacts. Please 
visit the web site w ww.r rcap.unep.o rg/issues/air/Maledec for 
more informat ion. 

• IMM of SASP is scheduled for mid 2002 

SACEP as the Secr etariat for th e imp lementat io n of Sout h 
A sian Seas Action plan is in t he rocess of arranging the 
2nd Inter Ministerial Meeti ng (IMM), w hich is the principal 
del iberative and rev iew bo dy respo nsible fo r determining 
pol icies, programmes and pro] cts and modalities and 
methodologies for implementatio n under th e action plan. 

Du r ing th is meet ing. the Memorandu m of Under scan ing 
(MoU) wi ll also be signed by t he five member counties 
(Bangladesh. India. Maldives. Pakis n an Sri Lanka) on the Re­
gional O il Spill Conti ngency Plan. 
T he Government of Pakistan host ed the previous IMM in March 
1999 wh er e major decisions on t he insti utional, organisational 
and financ ial aspects as w ell as policy and programme pri ori t ies 
for the implementation o f the SAS Act ion Plan took place. 
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Updat s for m Conventions and other Interna tional Agreem ts 

New Technical Guidelines for Plastic wastes 

Under the auspicious of Basel Convention, a set of 
technical guidelines for environmentally sound manage­
ment o f plast ic wastes and their disposal was adopted by 
the Conventions Technical W or king Grou p Meet ing held 
in Geneva from 14-15lh [anu ry 2002. 

Th ese guideli nes respond to grow ing concern of the lack 
of necessary legislat ion and facilities for cop ing with the 
dramatic growth of plasuc wastes in many develop ing 
cou nt ies and addresses a range of waste management 
issues such as sorting for mechanical recycling. health and 
safety, shipping and tra nsport, feedstock recycling, com­
paction, energy recovery and final disposal. 

The guidelines w ill go forward for final adoption to the 
CO P 6 meeting. tentativ ely scheduled for December 
2002. (http://w ww.unep.ch/basel/meetings 

Sri Lanka is the fist South Asian nation to sign the
 
MoU on MarineTurtles
 

Sri Lanka along with other eight states has already signed the 
MoU on Indian O cean and South-East ASia Mar ine Tu rtl es, whi ch 
is the second of its kind to be concluded the auspices of the 
Convention on Migratory Species. The Conservat ion and 
Management Plan, whi ch was adopted in an Intergove rn men tal 
Meet ing held in July 200 I in Malaysia, contains 24 programmes 
and 105 act ivitie s aiming to rever se the decline of mar ine tu r t le 
population throughout the region. The conference approved the 
establishment of small secreta r iat to co-ordinate th e act ivities 
under the MoU and wil l be housed with an existing UN EP 
Regional offic e in Bangkok. Governments o f Au stralia, United 
Arab Emirates and United States of Am er ica tog ether with UNEP 
w ill provi e the financial support for the implementation of the 
MoU. 

Th e signatory states are expected to ho ld their firs t formal meet ­
ing in the second quarter of 2002. (http://ww w.wcmc.org.uk) 

Ramsar West & Central Asian Sub regional Meeting 

Th e above meetlng held betw een 3-5th February in Islamic Republic of Iran was organized to bri ng together the par it ies to the 
wet land convention. cou ntr ies preparing for accession, NG O s and rep resentatives of inte rnational o rganizat ions to review 
pr ogress in wetland conservation. w ise use and to ident ify common issues for future pr io r ity in preparation for con sideration of 
issues at CO PS. scheduled for later th is year. 
During the meeting there was lively discussions and strong con sensus on matters of common conc ern th rougho ut the region. 
nota bly the sever e impact on many wet lands of the persistent drought in the region, and the pr iori ty for internat ional coopera­
tion throughout the region, especially in re lation to action on transboundary wetlands and ri ver basins and on capacity -building. 
The important ro le of NGO s in wor king with govern ments to assist in their delivery of comm itments to the convention was 
also highlighted. 
The meeting also issued the T ehran communique for the world wetland day emphasizing the Importance of addr essing naturally 
induced changes in the eco logical character of wetlands and the need t o develop monitor lng and assessment of such changes. 
This is Impo rtant to the region as most of the countries are facing severe droughts for the past few years. Mo re Infor mation is 
available in http://w ww.rmsar.org/mt&.Je&.-westasia_2002_rpt.htm 

First TPN2 . Workshop to combat desertification in Asia 

Desertification takes many different fo rms across the vast Asian continent. as 1.7 billion hectares ou t of 4.3 bill ion ha of land 
falls under dry sub-humid. semi arid and ar id land. In this region the implementation of the Convention on Combating Desertifi ­
cation (CCD) is being done through six T hematic Prog ramme N etwor ks (TPN s): Desert ificat ion monitori ng and assessment, 
agroforestry and soil conservation ; rangeland management and fixation of shifting sand dunes; water resources management for 
ar id-land agriculture; strengthening capacities for drought impact mitigatio n and combating desertification ; and assistance for the 
implementat ion of integrated local area development programmes. 

Th e first ever T PN 2 (agroforestry and soil conservat ion) Workshop was held in Hydrabad. India last December w ith the par ­
t icipat ion o f member count ries. regiona l and national insti tutes and NGO s. The participants had intensive discussion on the 
overall framewor k of the TPN 2, regional and country case studies on agroforestry, and soil conservation practices and tech­
niques in dryland and/or degraded land areas. They also del iberated on the policy and researc h gaps in such areas, reso urce 
mob ilization and partners hip building and t he T PN _ information networ k develop ment. 
If you wi sh to see the full report o f t he works hop, please visit http://www .unccd.intlactionprogrammeslasia 
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From the UNEP's Press Room (www.unep.org) 

UNEP launches the largest ever world wide project to promote Biosafety: A three year, $38.4 millio n project , financed by the 
Global Enviro nment Facility (GEF), will help up to 100 countries to develop the scientific and legal skills for evaluating the 
health and environmental issues surrounding imports of so called Living Modified Organisms (LMOs . 

A Hand book to assist SMEs of Developing Countries to protect the ozone layer: The phase out of ozone depleting 
substances in small and medium-sized enterp r ises (SMEs) is one of the remaining challenges facing developing coun tr ies in 
complying with the Mont real Protocol. Large numbers of SMEs are found in most developing count ries, and because of 
their size and the nature of their business. they are often very difficult to reach and are hard to locate. To help these SMEs 
complying with the cont rol measures of the treaty, the UNEP DTIE Ozone Action Programme has released a new publica­
tion entitled How smal l and medi un-sized enterpri es in developing countries can prot ct the ozon . layer. 

The Road t o Johannesburg 

Preparat ions for th e W orld Summit on Sus in ble Development 
(W SSD). to be held in Johannesburg from 26th August to 4th 

September 2002. are underway across the world . The Summit marks 
the tenth anniversary of the Un ited Nations Conference on Environ­
ment and Development (UN CED) held in Rio in 1992. 
The issues for the Summit are now clearly in focus. !t init iated with 
building on a proc ess that began at the coun ry and regional levels. 
there after dialogues among all the major groups at the global level. 
Preparatory Com mittee Chairma n, Emil Salim issued a summary 
identifying key to pics to be addresse in Johannesburg. The to pics are 
clustered under the foci of poverty eradication, unsustainable patterns 
of consum t ion and product ion. sustainable management of natural 
resources. and the underpinning need to make globalization work to 
promote sustainable development . For each bro ad topic, there are 
several dozen r ecom mendations for immediate action. 

Prof. Emil Salim, 
speakiut; at the 
JIItergo vernmentaI 
Meeting for the 
SOIlIIIA sia ill prepa­
ration f or WSS D 
held in last 
September i ll 
Colomh o. Sri Lanka 

Phnom Penh Regional Platform on Sustainable Development 
for the Asia Pacific Reg ion 

Major outcomes of the A sia Pacific Regional Preparatory Commit tee, 
meeting held in Phnom Penh, Cambodia on 27-29 November 200 I, 
was the Phnom Penh Regional Platform on Sustainable Development for 
Asia and the Pacifrc which includes key issues and pr ior ities for 
sustainable development in the region. many which are multi-sectoral 
and crosscutting, focusing on the environmental. economic and social 
spheres. The Platform also reflected the results of the regional round­
table and sub-regional meetings, 
The Platform stressed the impor tance of countries in the region 
strengthening their econom ies, reforming their public secto rs and 
enhancing good governance, including educat ion and healthcare 

systems, decent ralization of pow er, indicator systems 
and targets for monitor ing sustainable development. At 
the regional/sub-regional level. th Platform recognized 
the importance of ESCAP in implementation . coo rd ina­
tion and monitoring of Agenda 21. Among implementa ­
tion mechanisms at the global level the Platform 
stressed; the fulfillment of global commitments made at 
UNCED; better ut ilization of MEAs; improved effort s 
towards reaching O DA targets; enhanced capacity for 
effective debt 
management; good governance at the international 
level; and elimination of tr ade barr iers in order to 
improve market access for developing countries. 

India's at iona l Prepa rato ry act ivit ie s 

The Ministry of Environment and Forests has initia ted 
several activit ies to make an objective assessment of 
India's performance on the benchmark of Agenda 21 
and to learn fro m its appr aisal. 
The activ it ies under taken by t he Ministry range fr om 
gathering different perspectives and invol ving various 
stakeholders for inputs into WSSD to create aware­
ness about the summit and sustainable development as 
a whole. More details are available on the website 
www.wssdindia.org. 

WSSDPreparatory Committee Meetings 

The tenth session of the UN Commission on 
Sustainable Development (CSD I 0) is functioning. 
CSD lOis having four pr eparatory meetings for the 
Summit dur ing 200 1-2002, known as PrepComs . 
Two of these meet ings were Iready held: 
Prep Com I ; 30 April - 2 May 200 I , New York and 
Prep Com 2: 28 January - 8 February 2002, New York 

The schedule for the next twO meet ings are: 

Prep Com 3: 25 March - 4 Apr il 2002, New York and 
Prep Com 4: 27 May. 7 June 2002, Ball lndonesia, 
For more information please refer htrp://www. 
johannesburgsummit.org/html. 

___J
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Coral Reef Activities 

1. Maputo Meeting 

SACEP as the region al focal po int for International Coral Reef Init iat ion (lC RI) and Coral Reef Degradat ion of the Indian 
O cean (CORDIO) Programme, participated at the following meet ings/w or kshop held betwee n 26_301h November 200 I , in 
Maputo Mozambique: Indian O cean Regional Workshop, CORDia Annual Meet ing and ICRI Co-ordin: t ing and Planning 
Committee (CPC) Meeting. The South Asian region w as also represented by India and Sri Lanka. 
The goal of Indian O cean Regional W or kshop was to outline appro pria te steps to be taken by ICRI for the next tw o years in 
addressing pr ior ity needs fo r coral reef conservation and research in the regio nD uring the CO RDIO annual meeting, atten ­
tion was given 0 discuss the w ork programme for the year 2002. 
Two project proposals jointl y prepared by SACEP and C O RD ia was presented at the meeting by the Sout h Asian Regional 
representat ive, Mr Dan Wil helmson for futu re funding. 
Dur ing the ICi RI CPC Meet ing, SACEP made a pr esentation on the South Asian Seas Regional init iatives on cor al ree fs and 
st ressed the impor tance of establishing ICRI act ivities in our region . If you need more information visit the following web ­
sites: www.cor dio.org and www.icr i.org 

Glo bal o ral Reef Monitoring Networl<- So ut h Asia 

SACEP welcome Mr. Ben Catterrnoul, w ho replaces Emma 
W hittingham. as the new regio nal co-ordi nator, of the South 
Asian GCRMN no e. The following article was supplied by Ben to 
the SACE P secretariat, outl ining his future plans: 

In December 200 I I arrived in Colombo to s rt work s the new 
South Asia Regional N ode Co-ordi nator and since then I have 
been working hard to build upon the successes of the project to 
date. For the final year of our work the consultancy group 
Integrated Mar ine Management (IM M) have been recr uited, by the 
UK Department for International Development (DFID), to 
provide management support fo r the project and an expert ise in 
the field of socio economi cs and pol icy, At the end of 2002 th is 
phase of funding for the GC RMN South Asia w ill come to an end, 
my wor k th is year w ill t herefor e be largely focused on ensuring 
the long-term sustain bility o f t he GCRMN wit hin South Asia, 
promoting the use of the mo nitor ing infor mation for effe tive 
coral reef management and pol icy, and buildi ng a network of coral 
reef specialists wi thin each country. 

The first year of GCRMN monitoring data has now been collected 
and the results w ill be presented in a series of wor kshops within 
the region in Apr il and May 200 2. The Sri Lankan workshop Is 
scheduled to take place between 22-24th Apr il. 
For details of our wor k, or advice on how you could cont r ibute 
to this network please contact me at the address below. Over the 
past 4 years we have also accumulated a large amount of infor ma­
tion re lating to coral reef init iatives across South Asia, w hich I am 
more than happy t o share w ith any­
one w ho would find it of use, 
Ben C at t ermo ul 
Regional Co-or inator 
53 Horton Place, Colombo 7 
Sri Lanka 
T el: 00 94 I 682 478 
Email: reefmonitor@eure ka.lk 

Participants at GC RMN data base 
Training workshop- July 200 I 

The World Atlas of C o r al Reefs:
 
A New release from U N EPs World C onser v ation
 

Monitoring C ntr e:
 

Th e world atlas of coral reefs provides the first detailed 
and definit ive account of the state of our planet's coral 
reefs. The publicat ion provide a wealth of information on 
the geography, biodiversity, and human use of coral ree fs 
as well as details about the th reats to their existence. 
Th e 428 page document reveals the followi ng significant 
facto rs: 
•	 Wor ld-wid e, coral reef occupies 284, 300 sq km, an 

area about half a size of Madagascar . 
•	 Indonesia is the worl d's largest coral reef nati on. w ith 

19% of the wor ld's coral reefs, wh ile Maldives and 
several small nati ons are also high up the list . 

•	 Only 100,000 species have been descr ibed from cora l 
reefs, however there may be anywhere between 
I - 3 milli on sti ll await ing discovery. 

•	 Reef tou r ism is now a major global industry . Visitor s 
to the Grate Barr ier Reef of Australia in 1995 
exceeded 10 million. In 1998 alone ,four hundred 
thousand visitors came to Maldives and diving and 
snorkelling were the majo r attra ctions. 

•	 In 1998 cora l bleaching lead to the loss of 90% of th e 
living corals in the central Indian Ocea n (Including 
reefs of Sr i Lanka, Maldives and India), decim inating 
over 5% of the world's co ral reefs in the space of few 
months. 

•	 There are over 660 mari ne protected areas world ­

wide, but unfortunately most of these protected areas 
exist on p per only. 

Reef Area (sq.krn) Reefs at risk (%) 

Bangladesh <50 100 
India 5,790 61 
Maldives 8,920 II 
Pakistan <50 no t ae 
Sri Lanka 680 86 

mailto:reefmonitor@eureka.lk
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News from the National Focal Point 

A New Mandate for
 
Sri Lanka's Environment Ministry
 

The impor tance of an overar ching mandate for effect ive and 
efficient management of the environm ent and natural 
resources has now being finally recognized with the creation 
o f a Ministry on the subject concerned. This is a clear 
indicator , that poli y makers of this country have finally 
recognized the fact that nviron rnent and natural resources 
are essent ial elements in sustainable development. 
The present Mini ster ial set up includes several 
environment lIy crucial imple ment ing agencies such as the 
Department of Wildlife Co nservat ion , Forest Department. 
Cent ral Environment Authority, Geol ogical Survey and 
Mines Bureau and the State Timber Corporation . This new 
set up will enable the Ministry to broaden scope of 
management to a mo re integrated approach. 

As the well being of he nation and future generati ons. 
depend on sound use and management of our' natural 
resources. Hence, the Minrstry will have to take over the 
challenge of adopting broad based applicable principles 
relati ng to natural resou rce management that would lead 
towards sustainability of the resources and at the same time 
cont r ibute towards socio-economic development. The new 
Ministry has also recogn ized that acceptance of natural 
resources policies by the other sector s will depend on 
mainst reaming these policies into a common national agenda 
of the country and if, sustainable development is to be 

achieved it will require a new recognit ion that conti nuous eco ­
nomic growth must be accompanied by minimal st ress to the 
environment. 
The draft National Environmental Policy has been developed 
giving due consideration to this aspect , wh ere the main 
emphasis of the pol icy is to provide direction towards achieving 
a healthyand pleasant environment sustaining nature for the 
well-being ofthe people and the economy. Th guiding pr inciples 
of the policy highlights the need fo r applying an eco-systems 
approach towards environment and natural resources 
management, building of partn er ships and devolving (wi thin 
limits) environmental management, applicat ion of 
precautionary pr inciples in uncertain situat ions, equitable 
sharing of benefits etc., that will form the essent ial elements in 
sustainable developmen In order to achieve performance in 
environmental management, it is equally important that natu ral 
resource managem nt goals and objectives are to have clear 
and measurable outcomes. requir ing comp reh ensive 
monitoring and assessment to evaluate progress and identify 
areas for improvement and refin ement. 

Environmental management should be a collective effor t o f all 
people of this country. It is necessary that the stakeholders are 
aware of their role ands responsibil it ies in thi s regard nd have 
the capacity to part icipate actively and effect ively. The greatest 
challenge lies in ob taining th e total and genuine cornrnltment of 
all t hose concerned. 

(M rs. M,A. Kumaradasa, Direct orlPolicy Planning, M IEN, 
Sri Lanka) 

National Forestry Action Programme of India 
Having about 2.5% of the worl d's geogra phic area, India is one of the 12 mega diversity region and support s 7% of the wor lds 
biodiver sity. The cou nt ry at pr esent ly has only 19.27% of land under forest cover , while 70% of the for ests have no natural re­
generat ion and 55% of them are prone to fire. Th e use of forests beyond it s carrying capacity and encroachments are the main 
cause of cont inuo us degradat ion of present . 

To reserve the process of degradation and fo r sustainable development of forests, the Gover nment of India has prepared the 
Nat ional Forestry Acti on Plan (N FAP), a comprehensive strategic long term plan for the next 20 years to address the issue s 
underl ying the majo r prob lems In the forest ry sector of the country in line the N ational Forestry Policy of 1988. The objective 

Pakist a n: 

A new publicati on t itl ed" Environmental Challenges and Responses" have een launched by the Minisery of Environment, Lo­

cal Govern ment and Rural Development on 8 October 200 I. Environmental issues being faced in Pakistan, responses by the 
govern ment and non-governmental organizations have been covered. Futu re plan of action to improve environmental condi­
t ions in the country has also been elaborated. Please visit web site http://www.environment .gov.pk for more information. 
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Themission 01SACEP is to promote and support
 

protection, management.and
 
enhancement of the environment of the countries01
 

South Asia , collectiitely and
 
co-operatively.
 

For further infonmation 01this interqovernmental or­

ganization. please visil our website www,saccp.org
 

hare your news with us 

Please feel fre e to submit articles or letters
 
to the edito r for considerat ion fo r publica­

tion in the upcoming issues.
 
To include your name on our mailing list
 
send a req uest to:
 

outh Asia Co-opera t ive Environment 
Pro gramme 

ttl 0, And ers on Road 
olombo-5, Sr i La nka , 
Tel: 94- 1- 55276 1 
Fax : 94-1-589369 

Email: IIp -Sa S@ CIII'l' !,;a,IJ,; 

T he Newsletter doc. not ne ess a ri ly re flec t the
 
official view of the co nt r ibut ing
 

orga niza tion s.
 

The sa story of t e Mermaids 

""""".....__.....,.,_.. Findings from the fir st ever glo bal study of dugong 
(Dugong dugon) , the animal considered as the ins rrat ion 
for fishery tales of mer maids made up by old seafarers, 

%"....i ..i~•• ,." I indicates that they appear to have disappeared or 
become extinct in severa l countr ies. including the 

terr icori I water s of India. Maldives and 
Report Conclusions on India	 Sr i Lanka. 

and Sri Lanka	 The above finings published under the t itle of 
Dugong: Status Report and Action Plans for 

I. There are no quantitative Count r ies and ter ritones, was released at 
data on the status of the seventh special session of Govern ing 
dugongs or the extent or Council of the UNEP and the Globa l 
nature of sea grass Ministeri al Environment For um in Cartagena, 
communities along the coast Colombia. It highlights the importance of 
of the Indian sub-co ntinent protect ing the seagrass beds upon w hich 
or the associated offshore t hese herb ivorous animals are almost tota lly 
islands depended. Seagrass require sunlight to 

th r ive and in many regions they are 
2. The absence of conservation smothered by silt and mud as a result of run 

measures to reduce the high off due to overgrazing, intensive agriculture 
mortality rate in the wild, and defo restati on, Pa ll: evelopments and 
there is a danger that dr edging are causing similar impact s. 
dugongs will become locally Th e full re port can e dow nloaded from 
extinct in the region www.unep.org/dewa 

UPCOMMI G IMPORTANT CALENDER OF EVENTS (March - June 2002) 

DATES AND VENU E 

March 
2-8, Beijing, Ch ina 
5-6 .Osaka, Japan 

13-15. India 
28-30. C hennai, India 
18-20. Br men, Ger many 

22 -Global 
28· 30, Chennai, India 

A ril 
4-8, N eth erl ands 

8-9. China
 
15-1 9. Costa Rica
 

122, Global 
I 
22-24 

I~ 
13-24. India. 
22 -Global 

5, aobal 
10- 13. Rome 
/ 7, Globol 

TITLE 

Asia and Pacific Regional Meeting on the Biosafety C lear ing-house 
Int ern ational Semi nar on Environmentally Sound T echnologies (ESTs) 
fo r Energy and nd-based T ransmutations. 
South Asia Canada Regional Initi anve on Cli mat e Change 
GIW A Bay of Bengal Scaling and Seoping W or kshop I 
Technical W or kshop on th e Feasibility Stu dy for Establishing a Regular 
Pro cess fo r th Assessment of the State of the Mar ine Envtronrnen t. 
World day (or Watet 
Bay of Bengal Scaling and Sco pmg W or kshop 

6th Meeting o f the Conference o f t he Part ies - Convent ion of Biodiversity 
Ist Meet ing of the parties co th e Car tagena Protoco l on Biosafet y, 
A sia-Pacifi c Conference on lnfo rrnatlo n Technolo gy In Tourism. 
6th Intern at ional Co nference on EnVironmental Compliance and 

Enfo rcement -IN ECE Secre ta riat 

£ami Day (Theme: Who says you can't change the world?) 

GCRMN/CORDIO/SAC EP Sri Lanka National wor kshop on Coral reefs 

CIT IES Ti ger Enfor cement Task For ce T raining 
Ituernarional Day (or Biological DIVersIty 

W orld EnVironmentDay (Theme: GIVes earth 0 chance ) 
W or ld Food Summit 
~o rld Day to co~a r Deserti(rcalJoll 

ORGANIZED BY 

C BD 

D evelopment A lternat ives, India 

UN EP- Regional Seas 
Uhl EP 
GIW A 

CBD Secretariat 
C BD Secretariat 
WTO 

Earth Day Network 

GC RMN -SA/SAC EP/C O RDIO 

CITIES 
CB D Secretariat 

UNEP 
FA O 
CCD Secretariat 
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