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Ma n's Iiugerprinr is found e ve ryw here in the oceans. C he mica l 
con tamination und littcr elm be o bserved fro m the pole s to the tropics 
an d from beaches to ab yssnl depths , However co nd itio ns in the 
marine environment vary widely. T he open sea is re latively clea n. 
Lo w le vel s of lead , synthe tic o rga n ic co m po unds and artifi c ial 
rnd io nuc lid cs. tho u g h w ide ly detect able . a rc b io log ica lly 

insi g nifi ca n t. Oi l slicks and litter a rc comm on along the sea lanes 

but present ly arc of minor consequ ence 10 co m m unities oforganisms 
living in open-ocea n water s. 

T he coastal area contains div e rse and prod uct ive habitats importa nt 

for human settlements. development a nd local subsistence, More 

than half the world 's populatio n lives within 60 km of the shoreline 

and this could rise to three qua rters by the year 2020. 

Man ~ "rlll:: world 's !'(lor crowd the coastal area s. Coas tal resources 
arc vital lo r ma ny local communities aw l indigeno us people. The 
Excl usive Economic Zonc (EEZ) IS a lso an im portan t 100 n.-i m: a rea 

where Stales manage the dcvcl pmcnt an d co nserva tion o f natural 

reso urces fo r the benefit of the ir people. Fo r small island Slates or 

Countries , these arc the arcu s mos t avmlable fo r development 
activiti es . 

III contrast to the o pe n sen. the margins of the sea arc affected hv 
mau ulmrst everywhere uiul eucrnacluncut lin coasta l areas continues 

worldwide, Habitats are being ost irrctricvahl-, to the con str uc tion 
of harbou rs and industrial ins tallations . to the development (If to urist 

facilities anJ mariculture nnd to the growth of settlements and cit ies. 

Th e growing exp loitation Ill' the coast is u rcllccl inn uf populution 
inc rease , ncccle ruu ng urbanisation . g reate r a'm uencc and fas ter 

tran s po rt.. trends tha t wil l contin ue Ihrnugh(1I11 ihc w or ld . The 

co n tro lling o r c oas ta l deve lopment an d p ro tce ting ha hita ts will 

requ ire changes in plan ning both inland and 0 11 thc COllS\' often 
invo lving pa inful socia l and poli tica l choices . 

A w ide runge o r uct ivit ics on land co ntributes to the re lea se of 

co utaminunts 10 the sca ei ther dire ctly or carr ied hv rivers and till: 

alm osphef e , \\ 11I1e sc a-hrunc lcl il' itics make a minor addition. On lv 
a smal l parI of those con tnmiuuut has s pread beyond the limits l;r 
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the continental shel f. TIle hulk remain s ill coast a l wa te rs and. in 
places. particularly in poo rly flushed areas. has bu ilt up to significant 
le vel s . 

TWIJ majo r so urces of contaminants fro m land nrc sewage disposal 
and ag ric ult ural run-oil' from fertiliser-treated ti c ld s a nd from 

intensive stoc k raising . Microbial contamination from se wage ca uses 

many human diseases, including cho lera lind he pat itis A. Microbia l 

contamination is also responsible tor wid espread o utbreaks of gast ro­

intestinal diseases a t ill-protected a nd c ro wded beac he s a nd is a 

su spected cause of resp iratory, ear ami sk ill in fec tion s among. bathers 

The haphazard disposal of plast ic mate rial o n land is littering the 
beach es se r io usl y damaging m a rine wi ld life . pa r ticu lar ly sea 

mammals, di ving birds a nd re ptiles . 

Wh ile att cntion is foc used mainly on contam in ants tha t are clea rly 
detec table in the sea , there is co uccru Ihat ve ry lo w co ncentra tions 
of toxic substances lIlay I"OOU CC c fl ccts al the suble thal le vel that 
could build up ov er lon g pe riod s with s ig n if ic a n t dam age to 

".'05" stc ms . . 

Some of adverse im pact s 0" ta no-na sed acuvures « n th e marine 
e nv ironment arc thai the coastal nursery grounds anJ shallow \~: I tcrs 

a rc bein g increa sing ly degraded a nd m uri ne resou rce s . hc·tli'wj ld 

ami farmed . could eveutuully he da maged 011 a global ;calc"' Ir~ 
nddiuon, cxploitution o f hving mari ne resources l1Iay 

degrade the environment by damaging hab itats and al h rin g food 

webs , vhilc man culturc . which is rapidly expa nd ing. gl uerates its 
own local poil u lion and may upset the ecologi cal buls !ICC hv the 
int rodue tinu orexotic species and d iseases . 

A number of intcrnnt ioual agreemen ts no w supplemem nurioual 
regu lations Rimed I1t pro tec ting the seas . T he )' 1;0 nCCIn m ain ly 

po llution from sea -home sources and have plnycd 11 role in reducing 

ocean pollution . particularly hy o il residues. I Iowcver, much remains 
to be do ne 10 con trol land-based sources, th e main cou tribu tors 10 

cuu t.urunutrun "I' the sea 

Dr. D. Ne..i~h, SecTet'lfY l\linislry (lf Trllnsport EII\iwlllenl &. W,,,nclI's Alli"f';. 
Sri Lmll.:t exch~ng i llg the leller .,fAgr'-':lI1enl with Mr. P K. Kuua l'mj ec'l 
I-ll1l1ager. SENRIC tur l'<:tting lip orliiS unit 



COUNTRY NEWS 

BA NGL A D ESH 

FERTILISER SHIPPED BACK 

Bangladesh has compelled the US-based 
Gaston Copper Recycling Inc, whi ch had 
shipped 6,300 ton s of fertili ser mixed 
with heavy toxic met al s to the coun try in 
1991 to take it all back . The fertiliser 
scandal had cas t a shadow over 
Bangladesh , when the Bangladesh 
Agricultural Department Corpora tion 
imported the con signm ent way back in 
1991. By the tim e conta m ination was 
confirmed, some of th e fertilis er had 
already been in used in rice fields . As 
pressure mounted fro m enviro nmental 
g roups, th e Ban gladesh Go vernment 
suspe nded di stributi on of th e toxi c 
fertiliser and filed a US $ 11 ,250,000 suit 
on the US firm for dam ag es. 

FLO O D ACTION PLAN 
CRI TICISED 

An international pan el of engineers and 
environmentalist s , se t up to oversee 
Bangladesh's Flood Action Plan , has 
cr iticised the draft " final report " on the 
plan. The report says the total bill for the 
162 projects will be US $ 7 billion aga inst 
the US $ I billi on recommendation of 
donors , accord ing th e Ne w S cientist 
(August 6 1994 ). 

Experts said that th e plan , a fin al version 
of which is to go to pot enti al donors by 
year end, is over-ambitious and overlooks 
adverse environmental effects such as 
damage to the river fish eri es. 

INDIA 

SIBERIAN SETBACK 

The multi-nation effort to save the near­

ex tinet Siberia n era ne has recei ved a 

setback with the death of one of a pair at 

the Keoladeo Sanctuary in Bharatpur, 
Rajasthan Little on e of the 2 cran es, died 
j'n July following an att ack by a bird of 
another species. 

Little a nd Bugle were the first-ever 
artifi cially hatched and bred crane chicks. 
It was hoped that the pair would mix with 
the flock of Siberi an cranes, known to 
migrate to the sa nctua ry every winter 
from Russia . 

The number of the migratory birds has 
been d eclinin g eve ry yea r and th e 
indu ction of the a rtificia lly-born va riety 
was seen as one way to add to it. The 
sa nc tuary authorities claim that they are 
discussin g pl an s to provide better 
protection to Bugle, including confining 
it to a special enclos ure until the siberian 
cranes com e back next year. 

INDIA USES MICROBES AND 
EARTHWORMS TO SOLVE 
REFUSE PROBLEMS 

Microbes and ea rthworms could be the 
new sta rs for the Bombay Municipal 
Corporation (B MC) fa ce d with the 
probl em of disposin g of 500 tonnes of 
garba ge ge ne ra ted da ily in Bombay, 
India 's comm ercial capital The BMC has 
turned to this biotechnology system of 
refuse treatment and disposal because 
more than half a dozen of refuse dumps 
of the city are reaching their full capac ity 
within 2 - 3 yea rs time. 

An ag rochemica l fi rm - Excel Industries 
in Indi a has come up with a solution that 
uses hun gry microbes to convert part of 
the rubbish into manure. Th e firm has 
just set up a plant at Bhopal , ca pita l of 
the State of Madhya Pradesh in Central 
India. Nine more citi es in the State will 
soon follow the proc ess. Each plant costs 
around 10 million rupees (US $ 32,000 ). 
Plants will also be set up in other citi es 
like Ban galore and Delhi. 

An E xcel Pilot Pl a nt th at s ta r te d 
op erations in Bombay in lat e 1992 
conv erts curre ntly 500 tonn es of garbage 
into fertiliser each day. Thi s fertiliser is 
sold to farmers at the ra te of two rupees a 
kg. The Excel system has the advantage 
that the garbage need not be sorted before 
processing The ba ct eri al ac t ivi ty 
generates enou gh heat to eliminate any 

irritating sm ells and drive away insects 
or rodents. Aided by 23,000 workers, the 
plant is operated at an annual budget of 
1.3 billion rup ees . 

Refuse collec ted a t 6 ,000 different sit es 
in Bomb ay is trucked daily to six major 
dwnp ing gro unds by a flee t of 500 lorri es. 
At the Excel Plant, located near a similar 
but smaller site, ga rbage is sprayed with 
a so lut io n co n ta in ing microbes and 
all owed to decompose for 45 days, by 
whi ch tim e, it turns into manure. After 
the fert iliser has been passed through a 
series of mechanical and rotary sieves to 
separate inorganic matter l ike glass , 
plastic and metal s, it is packed in 50 kg 
bags. 

Another option of refuse disposal in India 
is a technique of conve rting the ga rbage 
- nearly 60 percent of its orga nic matt er­
into methan e gas , which can then be used 
for cook ing , heating and generating 
electricity. Currently, there are more than 
70,000 biogas plants in India producing 
Methan e ga s. 

T he res earch team of the C hem ica l 
E ngineering Dep artment at the Indian 
Institute of Technology, Bombay is us ing 
earthworms to co nve rt ga rbage into 
compost in oneoft he Bombay Municipa l 
Corpo ra tions 's largest dumping ground 
wh er e th e ea rt hworms ea t their way 
through about 300 tonnes of garbage 
daily . According to all es timate, farmers 
allover the world a re cur re nt ly using 
fertiliser produ ced by ea rt hworms on 
15,000 hectares of land . 

PRIVATE SECTOR G IVE URBAN 
RUBBISH A NEW LOOK 

Government involvement in urban waste 
management in Ind ia is lim ited and 
includes sha ring the subsidy co mponent 
for low cos t sa n i tat ion for t he 
economica lly weaker sec tions, impo sing 
a 20 'Yo duty on garba ge impo rt and 
selling up of se wage boa rd s . This 
woefully inad eq uat e e ffo r t IS 

supplemented by the pri vate sector, which 
recycles a major portion of urban was tes. 
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The biggest recyc ling program me in 
Delh i is co nd uc ted by De velopment 
Al ternative (DA). a vo lu nt ar y 
organi sation that recycles 200 kg of waste 
everyday. DA employs women to make 
p rod uc ts for a uto mob il e filt e r 
manufactur ers , printers and sup pliers of 
coasters out of waste that they collect from 
embass ies, asso intions an d educational 
institutions. 

De lhi 's Ja n Scw a Ashram co nduc ts 
environment educat ion programmes and 
runs a paper recycling unit It also offers 
consultancy servi ces to set up units to 
munufacture handmade paper and helps 
mar k I produ ct s throu gh i ts ou t let. 
Environincntallv Appropriate Rec ycl ing 
te chnology/or Hunutnitv . The as hram is 
now setti ng up a recyc ling factory 111 

Pa rwanoo in Himachal Prades h. 

The Tamil Nadu Newspr int and Papers 
Ltd convert s bagasse - a waste producr of 
the sugar industry - into newsprint and 
writin g paper, rhus helping to conserve 
forests while nid i ng waste management 

Th e Ind ia n Sllgal a nd Gc uc ra l 
Engi neer i ng Corp in Yarnunanagar in 
Harvnna is onc of the largest companies 
manu fac turing solid fue l briqu cu in g 
plants for the convers ion of agricultura l 
waste s into briquettes for fuel. 

Daurala Sligar Work " in Meerut dist rict 
of Uttar Pradesh has set up a plant for 
the produ ction of meth ane gas from 
effl uents discha rge d by the ir factory. 
reducing toxicity of the effluent s as well 
as producing energy. 

Tara Steel and some others have set up 
plants that recyc le s lag - a waste product 
of th e st ee l industry - fo r lise as raw 
materia l in the manufacture of cement. 

Among Ihe Government ent .rpriscs. the 
Indian Renewable Energy Development 
Agency (l REDA) provides techn ical and 
fina ncial assistance for setting lip projects 
in the fi el ds of bio-eucrgy. me tha ne 
recovery from distillery and industrial 
effluents. and manufacture of sol id fuels 
from municipal and agricultural wastes . 

IR ED A has s tar te d a ser ies of 
entrepre neu rs hip devel opment 
p rog ra muies to mo t i v a te pot e n t ial 
entr epreneurs to undertake ventures in 
meth a ne gas recover y. It a rra ng es 
techn ical co usu lta ncy se rvices a nd 
provides loans at concessional rates. 

T he Khad i a nd Vill age Ind ust rie s 
Commiss ion Ltd collects raw materials 
from government organisations and the 
private sector and converts it into paper. 
It helps conserve forest resources by not 
using wood pulp in the recycling process. 

MALDIVES 

FISHING PIWRLEM 

Fisher folk in the Maldives are worried 
that a recent gov ernment decision to 
allow foreign vessels to operate 120 .68 
kill from the country's shoreline will rob 
them of their livelihood. as hi-tech ships 
capable of sinking thousands of fishing 
Jines into the ocean at one time wi ll cat 
lip the fish stock. According to Inter Press 
Service. about 25 foreign vesse ls have 
a lready begun working off the Maldi ves 
coast. one of which is reportedly using 
2,50U lines suuultaneously. 

GARBAG E FIW.M TO URISM 

Tourism is dealing a body blow to the 
Mal d iv ia n Goveru mcnts va ste 
management. as it leads to piling up of 
ga rbage eve ry year. LTU. a German 
airline, lias offered help in an innovative 
way. As pas se uge rs a I rive in th e 
Maldives, it issues them 30 litre garbage 
bags. The waste that the tourists generate 
while iII the country is handed back to 
LTU before depart ure and is then flown 
to Ger many for recycling and disposal. 

NEPAL 

POLLUTION 

T he Nepa li Government has fina lly 
admitted that the state run Himal cement 
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factory in Kath mandu is a major polluter. 
The fac tory will now be fitted with pulse 
jet fi tters and filter bags to trap the huge 
quantities of dust that it emits. Once this 
equipment is in place. emission from the 
factory 's chimney and crusher will be 
reduced from 3 tons daily to just 00 kg. 
Controlling this emission is expected to 
save the factory approximate ly 16,000 
tons of ce me nt every yea r 

Germany, which had provided a generous 
US $ 10.54 mi llion for a study of the 
factory's pollutiou lcvcls. is b ing tapped 
for furth er grants to install Ihe eq uipment 

PROSPECTS OF CLOS UR E 

K ulck haui Dam. Nepal's only high dam 
hydroelectricity project, faces 'I IC prospect 
of closure in less than seven years if the 
p resen t hig h lev el of sed imen ta tion 
continue. Th e prob lem came to ligh t 
when t he count ry 's Soil Conserva tion 
Departm ent published a sedimentation 
survey of the Kulckhaui reservoir earlier 
this year. 

The survey showed thai sedime ntation 
following flash floods in July last year 

had Jet to a reduction 01'7.7 1 million cubic 

metres in th e g ross ca pa c i \ of th e 

reservoir. The Nepal Elect ricity Authority 

(NEA) is now trying to identity possible 

sites for check dams to trap silt 

PAKISTAl 

BAN 01 POLYTHENE 

Quctta in Pakistan has set a p rece dent bj 

completely pro hibi ting the sa le. purchase 
and use of polyrhe uc bags in the city. a~ 

of l st May 1994 Accord ing to Patio. 

Report, manu facturers have receiv er 

d irec tives 10 wind lip busi ne ss. If th . 

mea sures proves su ccessfu l. il w il 
.(rcngt lien the case of cnv ironmcnta 

Ga s who are pushing to r similar actio 

in other cities across the wor ld, 



The Sindh Provinc e 10, has followed the 

C .a m p lc 1 [ Qn~I I . 1 'Illd a ba n w a s 

imposed. cllcc tivc 2(, \lIglU 1')').' 

HIG H BLOC)I) L · \ 0 LE \ 'E L 

J cco rd iug 10 a sl nd~ ' ld lH.:k d 11.' World 

II a Ith O rga n 1.;1' I " I. n ucd N: II iou 

F nvi rruuucru Prourn III': nraclu ha, 

tlu, hi ihest blood lc II I .iuu II ' 2fJ r 
the lurucst c u res III 1I vnrld "! he studv 

found blood kat! 1.::". I I t he ( I :; ~ ~ III!!/ l 

I II Karac hi school ..hikl rcn (13')2 lIIgl1 

.uuoug mcutal lc retard ed cluldrcn and 

,,,I II I IS and O .~flfllIl ~ I ;)111<'11).: '''IITil: 

pol icc pe rson s . I II CO II I I'll I i lin t lic 

lugh csi acceptable liruu III I he European 

Comnumi ty is 0.2 mg/l . 

Tile level of lead ill ieunl ill the ci tv .11 

(J. 0023Illgi l. is ten time higher than the 

prescrib ed internat ional ta ndard. T he 

l i ly ha' 110t in troduced lead-flee petrol ­

a measure I hal reduced ncau blood lead 

levels in the US and resul ted III the 

re uctio n of 50 000 p red icted deat hs 0 \ cr 

a period or 11:: 1 vca rs. 

0 1 TilE VERGE OF EXTINCTION 

Ollce homc 10 a rich variety If IlIi ~' r aI Of} 

birds frolll Russia . Siben a alld CelllJal 

Asia. Ihe Gamag har Lake IIc:ar L ~l ho re , 

P:lkisl:lll. has beell dri\l.:lI to the verge of 

cxtillclion by an III -p launed irrigalion 

: yslclII . 

luadc<j u:lte Iraina ge S.'StC II I: has led 10 

high level' of \\'a krlo~g ing and sa lllllly 

iUllearby a gr i ~lIlll1fal areas. To overcollle 

,IllSproblell1 . PakiS!:lIl 's Waler and Powcr 

De\ 'cl oplll elli ulh or ity und errook 10 

lower the gro undwaler lable b~ d raining 

the walerlogged land . In the pro c ss. 

however, the Galllaghar Lakc was 'llso 

draillcd. cansing Ihc wellalld 10 sltrink. 

POL UT ION IN KA RAC H I FISH 
HARBO UR 

Pol lutio n in ihc Karachi Ii sl: harbour has 
reac hed mi nd hoggl i IIg proport io n , 
reports 'lilt: [loll 1/. T hroughout the year 
l hc LvarI ri, cr carne ' waste from the 
indusu ics ill the Siudh [min 'tria l Estate 
10 the	 ha rbour . The cfll ucurs co mp rise 
was te fro m pharmaceu tical, tcxrile 
.hcrn ical rannnu; and pct rochcnu cal 
industries A lter remauuuu in thc harbour 
lor some tune. the elllucnts enter the sea 
throug h the: Mnnom .hannclv , reeking 
hm oc 0 11 I he marine resources of the 
corn1Ir:. 

SRI LA 'K A 

About	 170 nul lion lit re of water arc 
wasted every day in Sri Lanka '.. capital. 
'olombo The 'ali()JI;I1 Water ' uppl) and 

Draina ge Board supplies 2] (' .19 million 
litre. of \I atcr C\'C I\ da~ 10 Colombo aud 
2(, 1 .(17 nullion litres I the suburbs, The 
bulk of I his is \\ ast 'd as residen ts of poor 
nei ghborhoods , ha ru ies . tenemen t 
gardensand slum dwellers do nOI feel auv 
respousibilily towards conse rving water, 
\I hich is iro vidc d free 10 them. Water is 
wa sted lhruu g l: lea ks in p ipelines. 
compounded by consumers failing 10 turn 
off laps . In addit ion. water is pilfered 
through i ll~g a J connections. 

PRAWN "ROBLE 1 

T he I>ooniing pra wn ind usl ry in Sri 
Lallka ha,' worri ed c lI\ 'j ronm cllla lists . 
The)' fear thaI m;lllgrovcs will be 
deslroycd to make way for prawn farms 
and tha I prim land will be encroached 
IIpOIl . resultin g in Ihe deSlmction 01 fish 
br eed ing ground and da milg ing 
biodi\'cr. il)'. Beside '. the waste from Ihe 
cnlcrpriscs will add 10 I Ie pollution. 

The foclls r ·onlrover. :- is Chil:lw Lake 
in Ihe north west rn provin ce , where 
prawn fan ners have scI lip many ponds 
of aboul 12 ha ca h, accordiug 10 a l 'allos 
Report. Thcse ponds yield aboul 50,OOll 
p rawu s per ha , wh ic h se l l fM 
approximately US $ 8,50 each ill Ihe l' S 
and Japan . 
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ACbP 1 E\V. 

'ACEP - 'O RAD 
~ O-OP ERATIO 

1\ ne w haptc r in the hislOI} or SlIulll 
A. i a C u- u pe r attv e E n vi r o n m e n t. 
Pm:;rammc (, A CEP) wa opened \II n 
thc~ . for the \cl) fi rst lime entered into 
col lnbor.u iou vii h a Br l.ucrnl Donor 
AgclI . uamclv N lIrwCJ.~ i an A~c n c ~ for 
Devel opmen t C o-opera t ion ( I ORAD) 
lor the implemc ntuuou of 1\\'0 I the 
Pr io r n , Projects ule ru ificd under 
SACEP 's St.alcg, a nd Programme Pha e 
! for 191)2 - I 'Jl)(, ( SP-I) and approved 
b~ SA 'EP s Fil th Govcnung Council 
v lceuug hel d I II ,",cplcml>cr 1')1)2. 

T ilt: 1\\0 ProJCLtS ;\IC . 

I)	 Asse: s mc n t uf Fau na l 
Billc..li,·c r sitj· in t he Cou u t r ies 
of Sou t h Asia 

2)	 Cu-nperut iun in 
Enviru nme ntal T r a in ing: A 
Proposal for Ca paci ty 
Buildim; ill th e Sou th Asian 
Rt' gilJlI 

The S hort Term objec tives of the Project 
II I he Assc ssmcut of Fuuunl 

Hiudivcrsity ill tile Countries of SOllth 
Asia arc 10 tnun Zo olog is ts/Biologis ts of 
: A E P Cou n tr ies i ll the Fi eld of 
Syslelllati s, Taxonomy :lnd Ecology: 10 

II aill SciellliSiS of SACEP COllntries in 
Ellvirolllllcnta l Impaci Asscssmcllt alld 
to filc d It;llc E :\c lla llgc of Oat ;l 0 11 

Biodive rsi ty CIS the bas is for 
Recom mcllding Appropri ale hcmcs 
a lld Mea :->n rcs 10 luedy 10 ' , of 
Biodiver ity dne to man': a tivil)'. 

The Long Term objecllvc of lhe projecI 
is to A ssist in the Oevelo plllclll of a 
Dcfiniliv ' So ulh A ian BiodiverSIty 
f c' ion Plan and 10 prO' ide Counlrics in 
lhc SACEP Rcgio n wilh all 
E llv i ro n mc n la l l ~ Soulld Man agemenl 
Pl all , based 0 11 Sys tc ma lics a lld 
l'a x () n Ol n ~ _ Eco logy, Environme nta l 
' mpact Assess ment Siudics and 10 



1\Ir' I'u l'I '\'sIUlIrtl , J(('sitlt'ul 11","1 "r M issiuu, J(u~'al r\ul'w~eiaJl EIltIIU.,s~· and I\t r 1'r:lsllnlhll Dins AlJe)'eeuna","nlt'n~, rroe nllllllt e om...· r; Sou th As ia C u­

Upt,!":.t i\'<' E'I\' i1'UlIJnt·u' 1'1'UI:I":IJllllle -xchangin]; the Letter of Agreement on the Propose" SAC EP - NOR AD Co-operat ion. Present on the occa sion were :\1r Al'lhl 

Sk>I,'a. Assistant Resident Rcprc sentnrlve I Fin,t Sel' n' tlllj', Royal :'/' " '\nghlll Em hllss)' and MI' .I. S. 1\luklll. Chnlrmnn , Cunsullllt iv~ Cu nuu lttce uf SACE P 

lU1I1 Flr..1 S" c retlllj', In,II :1II IIi gh C uuuuissiuu ill Sri I." u"". 

identify Acceptable Biodiversity Levels 
such as de te rm ined o n the bas is of 
Scien tific. l nsti tuuoual . Soc ia l a nd 
Econom ic Factors , 

T he short term objectives of II e Project 
a ll Cu-operatinn in Envirunmcntul 
Training: A Proposal fu r Ca pa c ity 
Building in thc Sou t h Asi to asse ss 
ini tia lly on a Cou ntry Basis and later for 
the Region, the T ra ining requirements on 
a Priority Basis and to identify existing 
Trai ning Programmes and Opportuni ties 
in Environment and Develo pment related 
field s in the Reg ion, 

Th e Lon g Term objective is to ass ist ill 
the Development of a Defin itive Plan of 
Action for the SACEP Region in respect 
of mee t ing the Training Needs Oil a 
Nationa l and Regional Basis . 

T he total value of the two proj ects is US 
$ 412,500 and the Letter of Agr eement 
was signed on 8th December 1994 at the 
Royal Norwegian Embassy. 

legislation and institutional framework to wonxsnor ON 
meet the new cha llenges of sustainable ENVIRONM ENTAL 
d velopment, w ith specia l refe rence 10 

LEGISLATION FO R genera l/framework envi ro nmenta l laws 
COUNTRIES IN SOU TH and the relevant insti tut ions. 

ASIA 
Th e O utpu ts of the Workshop a rc as 

Fo llow ing di sc uss io ns th e S ACEP follows : 

Secretarial had with UNE P's Regional 
a. Iden tifica t ion 0/ 

Offi ce for As ia a nd the Pac ific an d problems encoun tered in the imp lemen tat ion 
UNEP's Environmental Law Institutions of na tionalfrarnework legislat ion an d their 

Progan un c Activity Centre, Nairob i, caus es, an d formulation of co untry -spec ific 
re commendations, for revised fra m e workUNEP 's Region al Office for Asia and the 
leg is la tio n that promote s us ta ina b le 

Pac ific (ROAP) has made availa ble to development , that are m ore resp on sive /0 

SACEP a SU IlI of US $ 30,000 (US nat ion al an d/or public n eed s a nd 

Dollars Thirty Thousand) to be applied circ um s tan ces , an d con d uci ve to m o re 
effe ctive unplem ent ati on . for a Training Programme in 

Environmental Law for Count r ies f OI' b. l dentifi cation offo llow-
Sou th Asia	 to be convened in October/ up p rogrammes and fin an ci al an d hu man 

res ources req u ire d fo r takin g a ct ion a / November 1995. A Project Document for 
n at ion al le ve l fo r th e d e ve lop m en t and 

the conduct of thi s activity has been im p lem cntation of the revised fra me work 
signed by both UNEP and SACEP Th e legislation . 
Programme is 10 be designed and 

c . COUll try sp ecificconducted in collabor ation with UNEP's 
recommendati ons (to be prepared by each 

Environment al La w & Institut ions pa rticipan t as a concrete a u /co me of/ he 
Programme Activity Centre.	 Works hop) for the revis ion/restructuring oj 

exis ti ng legis la t ion / 0 enh an cc 
implem eu ta bility an d meet the lIew cha llenges The workshop will focus on the efficacy 
of en vironm en ta lly sound and sus ta inab le 

of the existing national environmenta l 
developm ent. 
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GEOG RAPHIC 
INFORMATION 'ST EMS/ 

CEP 
ENVIRO TiE. TAL 
'AT LI RA R E. OlJRCES 

FOR MATIO CENTRE 
( E RIC) 

Tnlin illt.: 1'1'l ' /!. t ·amm ~ VII (.IS T"d lll uhw v 
Io r Nu t usu l R.'~,,"n~ ~ MlIlIlI!!"1Ilt"1I1 

SE\'/UC l'ro)l'''! 

The .' EN RIC Projec t ha s . uccess fu llv 
completed its l st year of " I'clallolls Dilling 
This Pcrio.l. the Projcut has estahli, hec1 a Iullv 
operational PC level ( ;]S lab, ollcrcd training development 01' an F nvironmcntul Database 
courses for departments of various disciplines at a proper seale to ass ist the Min is try ill 
to ensure eff ec tive use of the (TIS technology informed decision making and the elaborative 
in decision making. efforts being put in lor a rcgu larised State of 

E nvir o u ment al re portin g . T he un it for 
Maldives will be set up dur ing the last week 
of Janua ry 1995, in the Compu ter Center of 
the ministry. The .'ENRIC Project tanager 
and the Di rect or o f SAC EI' had met the 
co nce rn ed o ffic ia ls of the Minis try o f 
Pla nning . ll um an Resou rc es an d 
En vironment , in Male to fin alize the set lip. 
Th rough the Leiter of Agreement. the EI.' unit 
for Sri Lan ka wo uld he based at the Natural 
Resources anagcment (NRM) Div ision of 
the Central Environmental Authority (CEA). 
Setup of this unit will be com plete, soon alter 
the space for the computer room has been 
allocat ed. 

i. .R. ,\1 /'. V, I'. J llllh ll/'i, DII'ee' ",' S,\CE I' Mr. .r, S. Mllku l, Chal rm a n, SAC E!' Co nsultntive C um mi ll e r Following the proper functioning of these 
:n,,1 Firs t S.·.·n· t" !)· I" d ' a" II iell (:... I1I11;', ioll . D"II , ' .·, jah Sr " rd ' II') ' Mi nish')' nf'T ra nvpn rt , Envi ru u ­ units, necessary s teps will be ca rried out to 
1II~"t and 'Vo lII('n' s Atrllil.,., M r I' K KnIll. l' m jN" ;\Ia lll' /:('I' SEN IUC str en gt hen the tra ined Govcn une nt 

IA Ce rtifica te Presentation Ceremony was Departm ent s with this techn ology. 

held on the 16 November, 1994 for the first 
two batches of the trainees. Dr, D, Ncsiah . 
Secretary, ministry of Transport , Envir onment 
and Wo me n's Affairs , Govern ment o f Sri 
Lanka as the C hiefG uest and Mr. l .S. Mukul. 
Chairman, SACEI' Co nsu ltative Co mmittee 
and First Secretary. Indian High Commission 
in Sri Lanka Chaired the Session . 

Establishm ent tlf ETS units for Maldives an d 
Sri LU/I /w 

Following the Training, the SENRIC project 
has s igned Letter of Agre ements with the 
Gove rn me nts o f Maldives a nd Sri La nka 
through the Ministries of Environment to set 

lip Environme ntal Information System (EIS) ;\11' Lal llh C ha ll,h ' II'" I" l)~ p" 11 I11 e llt o f :'ll ct('.. mll/g) "I ak ill:: a I't 't'S{'lItat iulI at the ,\"' '' 1'11Ce....·m..I1)· 
Units with GIS capabilities, The unit houses 
necessary software and hardware for the 

,\ S "CIiIl Il IIf the In,·llt,.·s a l Ih., ( ', '/1 ili .' lIl e ,\ \\ a n l 

C"' ''IIIOII)' 

G graphical Informati on Sys1Cms for 

Man g nt of Nlturnl Rosou and Environment 

16Novembe 4 

: p 
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L-R. "It· I' r"salllll" Dins ..\h")"~'U1 ;",al'l h'IIl' , I'r" el'''IIIIl1~ I Illinl'. SAC E I', "". \'; I', .luuhur i, I>in" 'I II" , S.\CEI', lion MI' Rrellil' R,m alllll:!", Il"fllll ) 
\ l in isl" I' fur T I'an' I'"'1, EII \ 'i I'l IlUIH'nl & \Voolll'n', ,\",,,ir,. 1;0\ erruncnt or Sri Lanka, :\, I' J . S. :'IJukul. Chairman, SAC'EI' I ~ lI lI, n lt a li \'l ' Commith'" allol 
Fir'sl S,'m'lal')' Indiun l lillh Cnnunixsirm \ Ir'1:I11 Ilight. I'rogntllllll" Officer; ( )C,VPAt', I 'NEr', N:linohi .J. S. .... :'I lr Robert Ellglalld, Resident Representative, (1,'\Dr , Sri 
Lanka. 
TH I RD MEETl G OF 
j ATIONAL FOCAL POINTS 
ON THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF AN ACTION PLAN FOR 
T il E ])ROTECTION AND 
l\tANA GEM 1'..1 T OF T HE 
SO t Til ASIA! SF-AS 
REGI O 

The Executive Director 01 EE in co­
operation with SACEP. convened a T hird 
Meeting of Natioual Focal Points on the 
Development of an Action Plan for the 
Protection and Management of Ihe South 
Asian Seas Region in order to review the 
Draft Action Plan for the Protection and 
Managemen t of the Mar ine and oastal 
E nvi ronrn cnt of the: Soulh Asian Seas 
region. including the p roposed tex t for 
inclusion in the Draft Action Plan 

he following organisations were also 
invited to part icipate CI t this Meetin g: 
ADB. ESCAP, FAO. IMO. IOC IUCN, 
SACE P. NDP U NESCO. I NlDO. 
World Bank, WHO and \VMO 
The Meeting was held in Colombo. Sri 
Lanka. 23 - 2S November [994 

The Meeting was inaugurated by Bon Mr 
Reggie Ra na tunga, Deputy Minister 
for Tra nsp ort , Environment and 
Womcn's Affa irs, G ove r nment of S ri 

in c ludes, as a nuexcs . the pr io rity 
progra mm e a reas identifi ed a t thc 
E SCA P /U NE P / S AC E P 
Intergovernmental Meeting held in May 
1994. namely. Integr ated Coastal Zone 
Xlanag cnie nt , Dev elo pme n t an d 
hnplcntentatiou ofNational and Regional 
Oil Spil l Conting en cy Planning a nd 
Human Res ources Development Through 
St re ngth en ing R egi ona t Centres of 

Ex cellence. The fourt h pri ority ar ea 
identified was Land Based So urces of 
Ma rin e Pollution . These annexes wi ll 

form an integral pa rt of the Action Plan, 

The Meeting, taking into consideratio n 
the fact that the member countries were 
firmly committed towards fi nal isation of 
t he Sout h As ian Seas Progra mme , 
req ues ted the Execut ive Director of 
I NEP to take the necessa ry steps to 
convene. as soon CIS possible, a Meeting 
of Plenipotentiaries 10 forma lly adopt the 
Action Plan for the South Asian Regional 
Seas Programme, An ofTel' wa made by 
Represe nta tive fr om I nd ia th at h is 
Gove rn ment IS wil ling to host thi s 
Meeting which was accepted by the other 
delegates and UNEP, The Representative 
of UNEP said that this request would be 
conveyed to the Executive Director of 
UNEP an d OC A /PAC wo uld work 
tow ards conven in g thi s Meeti ng 
sometime in March 1995. 

SACEP RELEASES BOOKS 
I-OR CREATI ON OF 
ENVrnONM ENTAL 
AWARENESS AMONGST 
CHIL DRE N 

A presentat ion of four books published 
by South Asia Co-operative Environment 
P rog ra mme (SACE P). fo r c rea l ing 

nvironmc ntal awa reness amongst the 

school children of Sonth Asia, was made 
10 the li on. Mrs S ,"im a n i 

A t h u l a t h m u d a l i , Minister of 

Transport, Envirun mcut anti \Vomen'~ 

Affairs h)' South Asia o-opcruti ve 
E nvironm e nt Programme (SACEP) al 
a s i mp le p resent at i on ce remo ny a t 
Mi ni s try Office , Ass oc ia te d in th e 

presentation of these books were Mr 1.S. 
Mukul , C ha ir ma u. Co ns ulta tive 
Committee of SACEP and First Secretary, 
Indian High Com mission in Sri Lanka, 
Mr Pras a ntha D ins Abeycg unawa rdene. 

Pro gramme Office r. South As ia Co­
operative Enviroumeut Programme, Ms 

Ma rl cne Pe rc i1'<1. Ad min ist rative 
Ma nager. Sout h As ia Co -ope ra t ive 
Environment Prog..arru uc and Mrs N, 
Mohottala, Director Plan ning, Ministry 
of Transport, Environment and Women's 
Affairs. 
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outh A in o-operativc Environmcm 
Progruuunc (SACEP) in its Stra tegy and 
Prcgratumc for 1')92 - 1996 (SSP - 1). 
identified five priority progra mme a reas 
for ini tiati ng projects and programmes 
O ne of the se a rea s pert ai ns to the 
" Euha ucc ruen t of E nv iron me nta l 
Awa reness for thc Public in the South 
Asian Region" . 

In this con text. SACEP with finan c ia l 
assistance from UNEP 's Regional Offi ce 
for Asia and the Pacific has publi shed 
fou r books cover ing t he top ics of 
Conservntlon of Natural Resources. 
Pollut ion, Wa s t e Reduct ion & 
Recycling and Forests a nd its Values. 
T he ti tl es of th e books are A BC 
Natural ly l; Puzzli ng (J u L Pol luti on; 
Where s .Alvav? & Forest Tales. 

T hese books which have a good blend of 
visuals and narr ative has been written in 
simp le langu age so that it is easy to 
understand and is a lso interesting enough 
to attract the attention of the youth. 

Undertakin g this assign men t for SACEP 
was I he Ce n tre fo r Environ ui e n t 
Education , Ahmedabad, who is SACEP 's 
Subject Area Focal Point for E nvironment 
and Educat ion. 

300 copies ofthese books have been made 
available to the SAC . p Focal Points of 
i ts Memb I' Gov ern men ts. na mely 
Afghanistan, Bang lade sh. Bhutan, India , 
Iran, Mal dives, Nepal, Pak istan and Sri 
La nka , for d is tribu tion am ongst the 
child ren in the respective countries. 

As a follow up to this project, SACEP is 
plan ning, with the Focal Poin ts of the 
member co untries , to translate thcse 
books into the local languages of uuu 
country and 10 ensure that these books 
arc dist ributed free ly to the children of 
South Asia . 

SOUTH ASIA CONSULTATION 
ON ENVIRONM ENT REPORT l l G 
FOR UNEP'S 
E NVIRONMENT ASSESSM ENT 
PROG RAM M E 

A Cons u tta t ion o n En vironment 
Reporting with Governments in South 
Asia Region for UNEp 's Environment 
Assessment Programme WClS organised by 
South Asia Co-operative E nvironment 
Programme (SACEp) in association with 
the Intern ational Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development (ICIMOD) and 
th e Un ited Nat ions E nvi ro n me nt 
Prog ramme, E nvironment Assessment 
Programme - Asia Pacific (UNEpIEAP­
AP), in Kath mandu, Nepal from 3 - 5th 
October 1994. 

The overall objectives of the Meeting was 
to seek the gu idance of high Government 
rcp rcsc utu tivcs from the South Asia 
Region on thc draft pol icy and strategy 
of the UNEP Enviro nment Assessment 
Sub-Prcg ra nunc, 

T he M ec t ing wa s a t te nd ed by 
Rep re sen ta t ives f rom the Io l low iug 
M em be r Co u ntr ies of SACEP viz : 
Ba ug tad e sh, Bh uta n. In d ia . Nepa l. 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. T here was also 
representatives fro m the following lJnited 
Na tions Agenc ies an d Int ernational 
Organisations: International Centre for 
eg rate d Moun ta in Deve lo p menl 
(JC IMOD) , South Asi a Co-operat ive 
Environment Pr ogr amm e (SACEP). 
United Nation s En v iron mc nt 
Programme, Environment As sess me nt 
Programm e - Asia Pacific (UNEPIEAP­
Al') , Ba ng kok & U n ited Nat io ns 
En vironment Programm e, Nai robi. 

The main items of the Agenda were the 
Bri efin g o n U Ep' s Envi ronment 
Assessment Programm e, Presentation by 
South As ia Co-operative Environment 
Prog ramme, Country Presentati ons and 
the recommendations from thc Meeting 
on Assess ment and Reporting Needs in 
th e Region & the A soc ia ted Dat a 
Management Needs and Networking for 
Assessment and Reporting. 
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On the Briefing 0 11UNEP's Environrucut 
Assessment Programme. Mr Dan vall J{ 

Clnascn. Co-ordina tor - Env iro nmen t 
Assessmen t Programme. VI EP, Nairol» 
made a p rcse nuu ion on Programme. 
History and the Ne w Drrcct ious \1(" 

UN P':; Enviro nmcut ASSL:S SIIICnl 

Programme (EAP), It was mentio ned thaI 
the role of UNEP IS to assist tile couutnes . 
sub-regional progra mmes a IIII the sectoral 
agenc ies i n i nter nauouul CO I1SCIISI\S 

bui ld ing. suppo rt i ug na tiona l 
cnv iroumcura l managcmcut and the 
prov ision of i uto ru uui o u for dec ision 

makin g t h rough enha nce d ;lI.:CCSS 10 

c nv iro muc nta l I II [or mnn o n an d 
deve loping the capacit y 10 utilise it. The 
resu lts UN E P's e x pec ts .rrc bet ter 
u ude rs ta nd i ng o f th e is su es . mo rc 
re leva nt a ud effic ie n t a pp ronc hes. 
i mprovement of access and increased 
capacity leadi ng to better env ironmen tal 
ilianagc mcut . 

Mr Surcndra Shreslha . Reg iona l Co­
ordina tor of the UNEP's Euvirourucnt 
Assessmen t Progra mme for Asia Pacifie 
Region. ma de prcsent a t ion ' w it h 
examples on j nformau on technologies. 
UNEP/E AP- AP. De ve lopme nt & 
Capacity Building act ivities and outline 
01' proposed discussion issues 

Mr VP Jauhari , Director SACEP making 
the prcscnratiou on bdl<llfof South A ia 
Co-operative Environment Programme 
explained (hI.: conceptual framework of 
the report while elaborating the goals and 
objectivcs The need for data base, II 

formal. standardisat ion and instrunional 
mcchauisu: was also highlighted II wn 
pointed nut that import ant aspects of tile 
report should cover issues al nationa!and 
rcgioun l lcvcl. Structure of the report and 
Iorm.u o f prcsctu at io n need to be 
designed in suc h a way that it SCf\C. the 
purpose 01 all the user groups and also 
conta ins the summary of the ma in report 
for high level policy make rs 

The participants were briefed all the need 
1'01' ca reful cons iderat ion of the two 
docu men ts circ ulated by the SACEP 
Secretar iat and UNEP/EAP-AP The)' 
were also r eq ueste d to g rv c t heir 
suggestions ami also bring out their needs 
III term s of capaciIy building, insti l utioual 
deve lopmen t a nd funding mechanisms. 
I I \\ as ein ph usiscd I hal th e p resent 
exercise is 10 e vo lve a per manent 
proccssofStarcof'Environmcnt Reporting 
whic h would also util ise the RENRIC 
Network of LINEr. 

Followi Ilg Ihe Couutry Prcscntauous. the 
Mcct i ug reviewed the D oc u ru III 

" De velopmen t iiI 0 11 Environmental 
luformotion Duta bnsc ji ll' St at« of the 
E I7I'irn//I// c /l 1 Reporting" prepared b~ 

NEP/EAP-AP.. Bangkok , 

II was agreed thai UNEPfEAP-AP would 
provide the Member oumrics the revised 
version or th is docu ment with in 1\\0 

weeks T he Member Countries were 
ho we ver ad vised thai they i nn ia tc 
activities for the collection ori nform.uion 
lo r compleuug the Database even prior 
10 receiving the revised vers ion, 

The participati ng countries agreed rluu 
they would co mplete all acuv itics ill 
respec t of ompiling the Nationa l Slate 
of Environmen t Data base by February 
1995 . II was also agreed thai the South 
Asia Forum for Stale of Environment 
Consul tatio n wo uld I1lcC I i ll tilt: Julv,' 
Augu: I I ')')) either In T himphu, Royal 
rovcrnmcnt of Bhutan or in Sri Lanka 

T he ACEP Secretariat wa: req ues ted 
make a rranucments (or cond ucting this 
Meetin g and for funding which will be 
arranged by UNE P/E AP-AP 

9
 



M EETING OF NATI ONAL 
CON SULTA NTS 0 STATEI 

OF EN V lIlONMEN T REPO RT 
FOR SO UTH AS1A L995 

The Meeting of National Consultants on 
St<Jte of Environment Report for South 
Asia 1905 was organised by South Asia 
Co-operative En -ironmcnt Programme 
(SACEP) in associ a tio n thc Unitcd 
Na tio ns En vi ro ru nc n t Prog ra nu nc/ 
Environment Assessment Programme ­
As ia Pacific ( NE P/E AP -AP). in 
Colombo. Sri Lanka from 20th - 3Uth 
November 1994. 

The main objective of the Ieeting was 
to review and make recomm endations 10 

revise the Drat! Regional Report on State 
of Environment Report for South Asia 
1905. 

T he M eet i ng wa s att ended by 
Represe nta tives from the follow ing 
Member Countries of SACEP viz: Ind ia. 
Maldives. Nepal. Pakistan and Sri Lanka . 
Rcprcsc nt.u ivcs from the fol lowing 
U nited Nati o ns Ag e nc ies a nd 
Int e rn a t ion a l Org a u i sa t io ns al so 
pa rticipated . l utcrnu u oual Ceutrc for 
l ntc gr.u cd Moun tai n Devc lo pmc ut 
(l ClMOD). South As i» Co-operative 
Environment Progr amme (SACEP) & 
United Nations EIl\'iroIlIIlCIlI Prograuuue 
I Environment Assessment Progranune 
for A sia and the Pacifi c (UNEP/EAP­
!\P ), Bangkok . 

In his opening address. Mr . VY Jauhari, 
Direc to r. S AC E P we lco med the 
participants 10 this Meeting and tha nked 
UNEP Env i ron men t A sscssuic u t 

Programme. Bangkok for t heir assistance 
to the SACEP reg ion in conducting this 
most important c:.crci se of prepar ing the 
State of Environment Report for Sou th 
As ia 1995 

MI Surcndra , hrcstha. Director/Regional 
Co-ordinator of thc UNEP's EI1\1 ronmcut 
Assessment Programme for Asia Pacific 
Region in his opening sta tement bri efed 
th e Meet ing o n the nviro u mc n t 
Assessment Programme (EAP) of li NEr 

with components of Capacity Building, 
Data Management and Assessment and 
Reportin g , He went to add th a t the 
expectati ons of the Sub-Regional Slat e of 
Environment includes addressing the 
following: 

* What arc major iss u es of 
concern to Governments ofSouth Asia .? 

* What ar e the caus es an d 
consequen ces ofthe above major issu es 
ofconcern? 

* Given the present trend" what 
are the prospe cts o/addressing the issues 
at a !,oli£:I' icvcl collec tivelv at the Sub ­
Regional level 

* IFhat are the needs of SA CEP 
and N a tio na l Ag en cie s to ad dress 
A sse ssm ent and Reportll1g on a regular 
basis? 

11 was further stated that UNEPIEAP wil1 
continue to compliment SA EP's efforts 
in addressing the needs of National 
A genci es for reg u lar en -i rou mcnt 
assessment and I' porting. 

The Revision of Stale ol' thc Environment 
Report for South Asia 1995 is curren tly 
in progress and is due to be presented at 

South As ia f o rum for Sta te or 
Environment Consultation scheduled (0 

be held in July/ August 199:' 

GENERAL 

87 CO . TlUES SI GN 
DESERTIfICATION 
CO 'VENTI O ' 

T he United Na tio ns Convention to 
Combat Desertification was signed by 87 
govcn uucut representatives on l ~ - 15 
Oc tober 1004 in Paris, France. Aftcr 
signing this legal agreemcnt to curb the 
degradation of ariel lands. govc n unents 
announced their plans for tran sforming 
the a cco rd int o act ion . Var ious 
gove rnm cu t: p led ged (0 es ta b l is h 
National Action Committees to interact 
\ ' I I h g ra ss ro ot orga ni sa t ions. 

10 

internation al agen cies an d do no r 
gove rnme n ts . Count r ies cu rre ntly 
suffering from desertifi cation vowed to 
enhancc thei I' govc rnmeut p rogra nu ncs. 

The fina nc ia l ass ista nce ne ed ed to 
implement the accor d was a major topic 
of discussion atthe final negotiations on 
the couveution this past June. In the light 
of this, OEeD countries announced at the 
sig ning cer emo ny thai a id packages 
wou ld be d is tribu ted to poor African 
countr ies suffe ring from the severe effects 
of des rt ifi cation Pledges were promised 
by the US. the Eu ropea n Unio n. 
Germany, Canada , Deuuuirk, Franc and 
Japan, 

WORLD BANK CO FERENCE 
EXPLORES URHAN 
E 'VIRO NM '1 TT 

Tack l ing the challenges of urbani sation 
was the theme of the Second Annua l 
Wor ld Ba nk Conferen ce on 
E nvi ro nmcu tal ly Sust a inable 
Development entitled " The Hum an Face 
ofthc Urba n En virornuent .. held from It ) 

- 2 1 Sep tem be r 1004 in Washington. DC. 

The wor ld ' s major citie s a re gelling 
bigger. and within the next ten years. half 
of humani ty will live in cities and urban 
agglomerations. This demographic shin 
will place an intol erab le burden on urban 
c nvi ro n mc nt s and c iv ic fa c i l i t ies , 
Increas ingly, city residents will live ill 
filth) cnvi roruucuts I ha t wil l threaten 
their health and stunt economic progress 
and the urban poor will continue to be 
th hardest hit by this urbanisation boom, 

Th e rhr cc day co nfc rc ncc brou gh t 
i ogc th cr \)()() c nvi ronmcutal ist s. 
practi t ioners and policy makers from GO 
cou u t rie s. rc p rc scru i ng don ors . 
gove rnmen ts, NGOs. UI Agencies and 
A ade ruic Iust itutic us 10 add ress the 
imminent threat of urbani sation. 

Given the depth and complexity of urban 
envi ron me nta l p roblems, I he Conference 
fea tur ed it host of associa ted events 
addressing different issues. T hese include 
urban air pollution , protectmg people 
.Ii·VIII haz ardo us wa s tes; di spos a l o f 



municipal, industrial, solid and liquid 
waste; co nserv ing co ntuton resources; 
water sttpplv; sanitation, the link between 
health , p ove r ty an d en v iro n m e nt; 
regional and c it v networks; p ub lic ­
private pa rtne rships; an d sus tainable 
conuunnitv developm ent. 

PARTNERSHIPS FOR 
SUSTAINABLE DEVE LO PMENT 

Th e Unit ed Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) has recently released 
Partn erships fo r Sus tain ab le 
De velopntc nt , a pub li cat iou which 
focuses on the role of business and 
i ndnstry in achicvin g sustai nab le 
development. With sixteen international 
case studies drawn [rom diverse sectors. 
it provides specific examples of how 
busi nesses worldwide have form ed 
alliances with other stakeholders (e .g . 
industry, government and NGOs) to 
tackle the problems of environment and 
development Sectors highlighted range 
from agriculture and forestry to 
manufactur ing and fi nance . in both the 
North and South , Case studies reflect a 
multitude of partnership objectives. such 
as cleaner production, poverty alleviation. 
co nf l ict resolution. and policy 
formulation . This publication is to be 
utili sed as a guide for implementing 
Agenda 2 1. 

UNDP FUNDS PROJECT TO 
REDUCE TROPICAL 
DEFORESTATION 

T he Unit ed Nation s Dev elopment 
Programm e (UNDP) has contributed US 
$ J million for a worldwid e research and 
developm ent project aimed at reducing 
tropical deforestation triggered by slash­
and-b urn ag riculture. The proj ect is 
expec ted to ide nti fy agri cultural 
constrai nts that result in fa rmers using 
tile slash-and-burn agriculture . As part 
of the Project. national institutions are 
expected to examine alternative land lise 
practices to slash-and-burn ac tivities, 
takin g into consideration socio-economic 
factors. Local and regiona l NGOs will act 
as liaisons between fanners ' groups and 
extension services. 

CLIMATE C II ANGE IN ASI A 
RE LEASED 

Following two years of studie s on the 
effectsand implications of climate change 
in Bangladesh , India , Indon esi a, 
Mal aysi a. Pakistan , Philippines, Sri 
Lank a and Vietnam, a ten volume report 
titled Clima te Chang e in Asia, has been 
released. Each country report has been 
prepared by speci al i sts (Sc ie ntis ts , 
En gineers and Ec ono mis ts) in co­
operation with key government agencies 
in each respective country. The results of 
th ese s tud ies were presented to the 
governments of each of the participati ng 
count ry. Th e region al initi ativ e 
emphas ises the challenge Asian nations 
must face to reduce their vulnerability to 
climate change. The study of the Asia 
Pacifi c Region was orga nised by the 
Climate Institute and sponsored by the 
Asian Development Bank, with fu nding 
from the Governments of Australia, Japan 
and Norway 

FORESTS MEETING MAKES 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CSD95 

The Second Session of th e 
Iutcrgovcnuueutal Working Group on 
Forests was convened in Ottawa. Canada, 
from 10 - 14October 1994, under the co­
sponsorship of th e gove rn me nts of 
Canada and Malays ia. Interests in this 
process had g rown durin g th e 
intersessional period and 32 governments 
participated, more than twice as many as 
had attended the Kuala Lampur session 
in April 1994. 

The objectives of the meetin g were to 
facilit ate dialogue and consolidation of 
approach es 10 th e sus ta ina b le 
management and development of illI types 
of for est s and to pr ep are a se t of 
opportunities and options for action that 
would contribute to the work of the CSD 
and might be considered for adoption at 
the J995 session of the CSO (CSD95). 
The CSD will consider the forest issue as 
part of the five year thematic review of 
Agenda 2 1 at the Iutersessional Ad-hoc 
Open-Ended Working Group on Sectoral 
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issues, to be held fro m 27 February - 3 
March 1995, and at CSD95. 

Dur ing th e f ive day s of meetings, 
part icipants met in two working groups 
to discuss papers on sustainable forest 
management. trad e and environment. 
c ross -s ec to ra l integra t ion and 
institutional link ages. T he Rapporteur 
respon sible for each of the discussion 
papers produ ced a synthesis document, 
incorporati ng the key points raised in 
debate and a set of approac hes, options 
and opportuniti es for eac h oft he topics. 

Th e options highli ghted in the fin al 
do cument pr esent ed a ran ge of 
suggestions for CSD95. These call for the 
CS O to co ns ide r appropriate 
arrangements and means to foster greater 
dialogue and co-ordination: the FAG to 
convene meetin gs of forest ministers ou 
a regular basis ; nations to build on the 
Model Forest Sites initiative; the CSD to 
desi gn atc a n appropriate body to 
undertake a series of studies; the CSD to 
expand the guidelines for country reports 
on forests to include approaches to 
parti cipation in forest management : and 
countries to continue thc work done in 
various processes to develop cr iteria and 
indic ator s for the man agement. 
co nserva t io n a nd su s tainable 
developm ent . 
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ACEP NEWSLETTER is distributed free of charge 10 National Environmental Agencies. Non Governmental 
Organisations, Citizens' Group and Mass Media. II welcome news items, short articles. and viewpoints on environmental 
issues from readers ill order to promote environmental awareness in IOC South Asian Region. The Editor reserves the right 
to edit and publish manuscripts in accordauce WIth the editorial requirements of the publication. 

All enquiries related 10 uArEP EW LETTER should he addressed to SACEP Secretariat, 84 Lurensz Ruad, 
Colomho 4, ri Lanka, 

The prescntatiou of the material ill thi publication docs not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on tlte part of 
tlte ccrctariat of ACEP coucerniug the Legal talus or any Country, Territory. City or Area . or of it authorities. or 
concerning the dclimitatiou of it frontier or boundaries, 
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