
EDITORIAL 

Poverty is one of the major challenges being faced by 
countries of South Asia. Poverty is also the biggest polluter . 
There exists a vicious circle between Poverty and Environ ­
ment. Poverty cannot be removed without Sustainable 
Development and Sustainable Deve lopment cannot be 
achieved where there is poverty. 

To break the vicious circle, there has to be clear political will 
and understanding of Sustainable Developme nt. Rio Confer ­
ence of 92 gave a new dimension to the understanding of 
Sustainable Development . AGENDA 21' the blue print of 
action by the community of nations for the 21st century 
recognised poverty as a complex multi-dimensional problem 
with origins in both the national and international domains. 
Efforts to achieve Sustainable Development by developing 
countries is retarded due to lack of resources. The creatio n 
of the Global Environment Facility (GEF) to help the nations 
and the regiona lbodies has been involved in complex debate 
and the expected flow of funds have not come about. It is 
therefore, necessary for South to insist that GEF is in 
fact a global liability fund, set up to compensate the South for 
its rightful share of the globe 's resources and for the North to 
pay for the damage it has caused . The payment to South 
should not be considered as charity or aid but be made real 
and mandatory . 

The other important issues which developing countries have 
to think about are peoples participation In envlronmentat 
protection and enhancement of their awareness and literacy. 

SACEP has embarked upon an ambitious action plan and it 
is hoped that it will get support and blessings of all concerned 
in terms of the Reso lution of AGENDA 21. This being the 
only specialised Intergovernmental Agency in South Asian 
Region, believes in avoidance ofmultiplicity of agencies and 
duplication of efforts on this important subject. An integrated 
co-ordinated approach is the answer to the growing problem 
of environmental degradation and sagging National and 
International resources . 
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SRI LANKA CHAIRS SACEP
 
GOVERNING COUNCIL
 

At the 5th Governing Council Meeting ,of SACEP held in 
September 1992, Sri Lanka assumed Chairmanship of the 
SACEP Governing Counci l. 

This honour has been bestowed on Sri Lanka's Minister of 
Environment & Parliamentary Affairs Han. Dr. Wimal 
Wickremas inghe. 

Dr. Wickremasinghe is a Bachelor of Arts (Economics) 
Honours Graduate from the University of Ceylon whose 
Special Subject was Money & Banking. He then proceeded 
to the University of Exter, England where he obtained his 
Doctorate in Economics . He was also successful in his First 
in Law Examination , University of Sri Lanka and also has a 
Diploma in Export Financing from ITC (UNCTADtGATI). He 
was also a World Bank Specia list Consu ltant to the Govern­
ment of Indonesia on Report Guarantee. 

He is currently Minister of Environment and Parliamentary 
Affairs and Minister of State for Policy Planning & Implemen­
tation, Member of Parliament and Chief Government Whip. 
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WELCOME TO SACEP 

SACEP warmly welcomes Mr. V.P. 
Jauhari from the Government of India 
who assumed office as Director SACEP 
from 20th March 1993. 

Mr . V.P . Jauharl born on 23rd 
September 1949 first obtained a M.Sc. 
in Physics from the University of 
Allahabad. He has also obtained later a 
M.Phil in Environment and a Diploma in 
Business Admi nistration and Post­
graduate Diploma in Public Administra­
tion from prestigious National Institu­
tions in India. Later he continued his 
interests in academics and obtained a 
M.Sc. (Economics) in Social Planning in 
Developing Countries from the London 
School of Economics. 

Mr. Jauhari belongs to the premi er 
Indian Administrative Service and has 
served the Indian Government in many 
capacities with his last appointment be­
ing Additional Commissioner, Institute 
ofAdministration,Hyderabad in the rank 
of Secretary to Government. He has 
wide exp erience in Envi ronmenta l 
Management at National and Interna­
tional Level. He isa very widely travelled 
person. He has also been Consultant on 
Enviro nment to som e Bi la teral / 
Multilateral Agencies. 

He has' prese nted many papers on 
varied subjects and was a Co-Editor of 
the Encyclopedia of Ecology, Environ­
ment and Pollution Control published in 
1992 which comprises of 20 Volumes. 
He also edited the book Technological 
Successes in River Water Cleaning in 
Ind ia . Exper ience of Ganga 
Project.(under print) 

Mr. Jauhari is married and has one 
daughter and one son. 

His Excellency ~". Shamsher M. ChOWdhury, 

BB, Bangladesh High Commiss ioner In 

Sri Lanka. 

CHAIRMAN OF SACEP
 
CONSULTATIVE
 

COMMITTEE
 

As per Articles of Association of SACEP 
H. E. Mr. Shamsher Mobin Chowdhury 
SB, High Commissioner of Bangladesh 
in Sri Lanka assumed Chairmans hip of 
the SACEP Consultative Committee for 
the calendar year 1993. 

H. E. Mr. Chowdhury graduated from 
the Pakistan Military Academy in 1969 
and after being commissioned in the 
Army served inJessore and Chittagong. 
In 1971 he was awarded the gallantry 
award "Bir Bikram" for act of bravery. 
He then joined the Bangladesh Foreign 
Service and has held various diplomatic 
assignments in Rome, Washington and 
Ottawa. He was also MinisterlOeputy 
Chief of Mi ssio n In Bang ladesh 
Embassy in Beijing. He served as 
Director-General in the MInistry of 
Foreign Affairs prior to assuming duties 
as High Commissioner in Sri Lanka. 

COUNTRY NEWS 
BANGLADESH 

ENVIRONMENTAL
 
INITIATIVES IN
 
BANGLADESH
 

The Ministry of Environment & 
Forest has been created to 
oversee all Environmental 
Matters. 

Ministry of Environment has 
been made a permanent 
member of the Executive 
Committee of the National 
Economic Council. 
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Creation of Department of 
Environment headed by a 
Director-General whichacts as 
the professional and technical 
arm of the Ministry. 

Adoption by the Government 
anEnvironment Policytogether 
with an Action Plan. 

Finalisation of a National En­
vironment Management Action 
Plan (NEMAP) with UNDP 
Assistance. 

The Ministry of Environment & 
Forest with collaboration of 
lUCN has drafted a National 
Conservation Strategy . 

A Draft Environment Manage­
ment Legislation has been 
prepared to replace the Envi­
ronment Pollution Control 
Ordinance. 

Approval by Expert Commit­
tee of National Environmental 
Quality Standards for different 
environmental parameters. 

Ratificat ion of the Vienna 
Convention on the Protection 
of Ozone Layer, The Montreal 
Protocol on the Substances 
that Deplete the Ozone Layer 
and the Basel Convention on 
Transbou ndary Movement 
of Hazardous Wastes. 
Bangladesh has also signed 
the Frame Work Convent ion 
on Climate Change and the 
Convention on Biological 
Diversity at UNCED and has 
initiated action for its 
ratification. 

Preparation of a National For­
estry Policy and 20 Year For­
estry Master Plan in order to 
raise the forest cover to around 
25% for matching national de­
mands. 



REGIONAL TRAINING
 
COURSE ON
 

INTEGRATION OF
 
ENVIRONMENTAL
 

CONCERNS IN
 
AGRICULTURE AND
 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECTS
 

IN BANGLADESH
 

Environmental issues are often inter 
related w it h questions rega rd ing 
sustainability of projects and the utilisa­
tion of available resources with atlen­
tion to intergenerational equity. Method­
ologies and Techniques are available 
for Environmental Resource Assess­
ment and Environmeritallmpact Analy­
sis. However, unlike the complex ana­
lytical techniques Ihat are being used for 
sophisticated,capita l intensive projects, 
there is the need to apply simple partici ­
patory' techniques in Agricultural and 
Rural Develo pment Projects. 

The Centre for Integrated Rural Devel­
opment fo r Asia and the Paci f ic 
(CIRDAP), realising the need fordevel­
oping the capa bilities of Planners and 
Project Managers to take into account 
co ncerns about the env ironment in 
planning such projects conducted an 11 
day Training Course in thissubject area, 
in Bangladesh , in collabo ration with the 
Commonwealth Secretar iat, London. 

The re were 16 participan ts, who were 
mostly Sen ior Planners consisted three 
each from Bangladesh, Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka, four from India. one each 
from Malaysia, CARE and CIRDAP. 

The genera l objectives of this training 
course were to enhance the knowledge 
and awareness of the trainees about 
Environmental Concerns related to Ag­
riculture and Rural Development; to ini­
tiats them to Methodologies of integrat­
ing such concerns into Watershed and 
Forestry Plann ing and Management ; 
and to deve lop their skills in conducting 
Environmental Impact Assessment. The 
Resource Persons were drawn from the 
experts available in this field from the 
region. 

The approa ch of lhe training was partici ­
patory.Theparticipants interacted freely 
with the Resource persons , discussed 
Case Studies, undertook Group Work 
and made Presentat ions. 

BANGLADESH
 
CELEBRATES WORLD
 

ENVIRONMENT DAY
 

The World Environment Day '93 was 
observed in Bangladesh on 5th June as 
elsewhere in the world with a view to 
creating greater awareness about the 
importance of a healthy environment. 

To uphold this year's theme of 'Poverty 
and the Environment : Breaking the 
Vicious Circle", different Government, 
Non government and juvenile Organi ­
sat ions observed the day through 
conducting Sem inars , Discussions, 
Rallies and Anti-Pollut ion Programmes 
throughout the day. 

he Prime Minister and the State 
Minister of Environment and Forest and 
Fisheriesand Livestock gave messages 
emphasising the significance of theday. 
Newspapers publi hed special supple­
ments whilst the Radio and Television 
broadca sted speci al p rog rammes 
befittinq the occasion. 

One of the highlights of the day 's 
programme arranged by the Ministry 
was a Children's Rally participated by 
Dign itaries, Diplomats, Gov ernment 
Officials and People from all walksof life 
joined the Walkathon led by the Minister 
and theStateMinister.They laterplanted 
two saplings at the Shishu Academy to 
commemorate the auspicious day. 

BHUTAN 

SOCIAL FORESTRY &
 
FORESTRY EXTENSION
 
ACTIVITIES IN BHUTAN
 

A NationalWorkshop on Social Forestry 
and Forestry Extension was held in 
Thimphu recently. At this Workshop,50 
participants reviewed the exper iences 
in Soc ia l Fores try and Fores try 
Extension in Bhutan. Presentation and 
Discussions focussed on the Draft For­
est Policy in Bhutan, the Social Forestry 
Rules, the Forestry Extension Strategy 
to be pursued including its Organisa­
tio nal Implicat ions for the Fo rest 
Department and the Decentralisation of 
the Forestry AuthOrity a different levels 
of Government. 
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GEF GRANT FOR ENVI­

RONMENT CONSERVA­


TION IN SHUTAN
 

A Global Environment Facility Grant of 
US $ 10 Million will activa te a Bhutan 
Trust Fund (BTF) for Environmental 
Conservation to protect the country's 
rich biodiversity . The grant marks the 
first time a Trust Fund will be used for 
environment al protection. The BTF was 
created by the Royal Government of 
Bhutan in coll aboration with UNDP and 
the World Wild life Fund and wil l reach 
US $ 20 million in funds when all donors 
have made their contributions 

INDIA 

ENVIRONMENT LAW
 
CENTRE OPENED AT
 

WORLD WIDE FUND FOR
 
NATURE - INDIA HEAD
 

QUARTERS
 

The Ind ian Parl iament in its next 
session is expected to pass the Environ­
ment Tribunal Bill which seeks to set up 
Tribunals for expeditio us assessment of 
damage caused by accide nts arising 
out of hazardous substanc es. 

Th is was disclosed by Ministe r of 
Environment and Forests Shri Kamal 
Nath while inaugurating the Centre for 
Environmental Law at the World Wide 
Fund for Nature-India Headquarters.The 
first of kind in Asia, the Centre has been 
established by WWF with assistance 
from the Ministry of Environment .and 
the Ford Foundation . 

The Minister said there was a grow ing 
need to set up facilities like the tribunals 
to help people affected by polluti on of all 
kinds. He felt the new centre could study 
the aspect and recommend appropr iate 
mechanisms. 

The objectives of the Centre are to 
develop a central repository of legal 
information. monitoring implement ation 
of environmental laws and organis ing 
pol icy rese arch lor formu lation or 
amendme nt of environmental laws at 
the national, regional and international 
levels. The Centre is expecte d to meet 
the needs of other countries 01 South 
Asia. 



Th e Centre will have six uni ts ­
Ed ucation, Networking, Li t igatio n, 
Publication and Media, Information and 
Library Units. The Education Unit offers 
a six month Diploma in Environmental 
Law ,specifically for law students . It also 
plans to start short term cert ificate 
courses cate ring to the needs of NGOs, 
Gove rnment Officials and Industries. 

ENVIRONMENTAL
 
AUDIT
 

TheGovernmentof India has introduced 
the concept of Environmental Audit. 
The procedure of an Environmen tal 
Statement has been introduced in Local 
Bodies, Statutory Authorities and Public 
Ltd. Companies to evaluate the effects 
& the policies , operative and active on 
the environme nt particularly in compli­
ance with the standards and generation 
and recycl ing of wastes . A Gazette No­
tification on Environmental Audit has 
been issued by the Ministry of Environ­
ment & Forests on 13.3.92. This notifi­
cation app lies to every person carry ing 
on an Industry, opera ting or processing, 
rsqulrinq conse nt to operate under 
Section 25 of the Water (Prevention and 
Controlof Pollut ion) Act 1974 or Section 
21 of the Air (Prevention and Control of 
Pollution) Act 1981or both or authorisa ­
t ion under th e Hazardous Waste 
(Management & Handling) Rules 1989 
issued under Environment (Protection) 
Act 1986. 

In the Environment Statement, every 
industry will provide information on the 
Water & Raw Material Consumpt ion, 
Pol lutio n generated, Infor mation on 
Hazardous Waste and Solid Wastes 
along with the Disposal Procedure s. 
The Industries are also required to 
specify the Impact of POllution Control 
Methods on Conservat ion of Natural 
Resources. A booklet on Environmental 
Statement issued by the Ministry of 
Environment to assist the target audi­
ence in prepa ring the Environmental 
Statement. 

LAUNCHING OF
 
POLLUTION ABATEMENT
 

PLAN FOR RIVER
 
YAMUNA
 

On 5th June 1993, on the occasion of 
the World Environment Day, Shri Kamal 
Nath, Indian Minister of Environment 
and Forests launched the Yam una 
Action Plan. The Act ion p lan aims at 
Pollution Abatement of the 1,376 kms 
long river Yamuna which flows through 
the States of Haryana, Deihl and Uttar 
Pradesh of India. 

Yamuna is the major tributa ry of Ganga 
which originates in Uttar Pradesh . Atter 
cove ring 170 kms of mountains, it 
enters the plains at Tajewa l to traverse 
a distance of 1,200 kms before finally 
merging into river Ganga at Allahabad. 
It is observed that due to heavy abstrac­
tion from the river system and domestic 
wastes and industrial effluents reaching 
the river, there are cert ain very critical 
segments between Waz irabad in 
Delhi to Etawah in Uttar Pradesh which 
require immediate pollution abatement 
programmes to improve the water 
quality. 

This scheme will be executed in 15 
major towns of Haryana, Uttar Pradesh 
and Delhi at an estimated cost of Indian 
Rs. 421 Crores. The project will take 
care of both domestic and industrial 
pollution caused to these rivers. Under 
the Yamun a Component , Pollut ion 
Abatement works are to be taken up in 
thetownsof YamunanagarandJagadhri, 
Karnal, Panipat, Sonepat ,Gurgaon ,and 
Faridabad in Haryana (6 towns) , 
Ghazibad, Noida, Vrindavan , Mathura, 
Ag ra, Etawah , Sharanpur and 
Muzaffarnagar in Uttar Pradesh (8 
towns) and the Union Territory of Delhi. 

The estimated cost of the Yamuna 
Component is Ind ian Rupees 35 7 
Crores , the Government of Japan has 
agreed a soft loan of Yen 17.77 billion 
(equivalent to Indian Rupees40 1Crores) 
for the Yamuna component. T~e 

Programme is expected to becompleted 
by the end of 1998-1999. 

This is a part of the recently approved 
Nat ional River Action Plan o f the 
Government of India. 

THE YAM U NA 

YAMUNA SUB"BASIN 
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INDIA'S MIRACLE TREE
 
READY TO STORM
 

MARKETS
 

India's miracle Neem (Azadirachta 
indica) is moving from the laboratory to 
the market and many US and Austra lian 
Companies are getting involved in 
manufacturing Neem-based pesticides. 

Neem extracts have been found to be 
extremely effect ive against more than 
300 insect species. Primary biologically 
active ingredients have been isolated 
and pesticide formulations developed. 
Efforts to synthesise Azadirachtin are 
alsounder way and medical useof Neem 
extracts from birth control to diabetes 
control are being explored. However, 
research to Neem's medical potential is 
slow, because of the need for pure and 
safe drugs. 

However some scient ists warn against 
an over emphasison Azadirachtin.Some 
entomologists have pointed out that 
insects can easily develop resistance to 
the pure active compound. The beauty 
of Neem lies in that it is comprised of a 
mixture of active ingred ients that must 
be exploited by manufacturers. 

Neem is no doubt a high value, even a 
"miracle " tree. But the promoters of 
Neem will have to take care and caution 
not to peddle the plant as a panacea for 
all ills. 

UASB CONCEPT FOR
 
TANNERY WASTE WATER
 

TREATMENT
 

Various problems encountered in the 
treatment of tannery wastes because of 
its inherent difficult characteristics are: ­

High amount of Tota l Dissolved 
Solids (TDS) since the raw 
water itself conta ins high TDS 

In spite of segregating soak liquor, 
the chloride & sulphate content in 
the treated effluents do not meetlhe 
standards 

The toxicity of treated effluents is 
also not well estab lished 

A Modern AnaerobicTreatment System 
ca lle d "Upflow Anaerobic Sludge 
Blanket" developed at the Agricultural 
University in Wageningen, which has 
already been applied for treatment of a 
large variety of waste waters, has been 
,..". n~j ~ , ,.4 in ' ~im. II l,,~i ~ I:! ~ f ir~ ' 

treatment of tannery waste water. This 
is also bei ng utili sed for domestic 
sewage. 

The UASB process is a combination of 
phys ical and biological processes . The 
main feature of the physical process is 
separation of solids and gases from the 
liquid and that of the biologica l process 
is degradation of decomposa bleorganic 
matter under anaerobic conditions. 

The successful UASB System is based 
on the upward flow of waste water 
through a sl udge layer of act ive 
micro-organisms. The waste water is 
equally distr ibuted over the bottom 
reactor. Thecontact between the micro­
organ isms and the organic material in 
the waste water is enhanced by the 
biogas production as this provid es 
gentle mixing. After passing through the 
sludge bed the mixtureof biogas, sludge 
and water enters a three-phase separa­
tor . The biogas is separated in a 
gas-collector, whilst the sludge-water 
mixture enters a settling compartment. 
Here sludge particles can settle and 
flow back into the digestion compart­
ment, thus providing effective sludge 
retention in the reactor. The effluent is 
discharged via an overflow weir. 

The demonstration and trial run in India, 
under the Ganga Action Plan, has been 
found quite successful. 

Thereare many advantagesoftheUASB 
Process over the traditional Aerobic 
Processes. 

a)	 A UASB treatment plant has a 
negligible number of mechanical 
components and thereby it has a 
very low degree of maintenance 
requirements. 

b)	 Because of its simple nature, the 
energy requirement of a UASB 
Reactor are very low. Instead, it 
produces energy in the form of 
biogas which is rich in Methane 
content and has a high calorific 
value. This could be used to for the 
production of electricity thereby 
making the plant a self sufficient 
system. 

c)	 One of the most important features 
of the UASB Process is the reten­
tion of 'Active Sludge' , thereby , 
very high loading rates are possible. 

d)	 The production of excess sludge in 
a UASB Reactor is very low. This 
reduces the load on the sludge 
treatment system . Further, the 
sludge from a UASB Reactor is 
highly stabilised and has very 
good dewatering and dry ing 
characteristics. Further it has a 
very good fertiliser value. 

~ ! ud g e bed 
infl,Jent pump 

--@-­ ·LLLLJ···:.. · ··· .'-+-_. sluoqe outl et 
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The successful VASa-system is basedon the upwardflow ofwas te water through a slUdgelayer 
of active micro -otqsnisms. The waste water is equally distributed 0 verthe bottom of the reac tor. 
The contact between the micro-organisms and the organic material in the waste water is 
enhanced by the biogas production as this provides gentle mixing. After passing through the 
sludge bed the mixture of biogas. sludge andwater enters a three-phase separator. Thebiogas 
is separated in a gas-Gollector, whilst the sludge-water mixture enters a sett ling compartment. 
Here. Sludge part icles can settle and flow back into the digestion compartment, thus pro vidinQ 



PAKISTAN 

PAKISTAN'S NATIONAL
 
CONSERVATION
 

STRATEGY RECEIVES
 
GREEN SIGNAL
 

At a Special Session of the Federal 
Cabinet the National Conservation 
Strategy (NCS) was approved. With 
the approval of this Strategy Pakistan 
became the 23rd country In the world 
with an explicit National Policy Docu­
ment for a sustainable future. 

The NCS has emerged with a clear set 
of priorities and 14 core Programme 
Areas for implementation during the 
1990s. These Priority Areas are: 

1.	 Maintaining Soils in Croplands. 

2. Increasing Irrigation Efficiency. 

3. Protecting Watersheds. 

4.	 Supporting Forestry and Planta­
tions. 

5.	 Restoring Rangelands and
 
Improving livestock.
 

6.	 Protecting water bodies and Sus­
taining Fisheries. 

7. Conserving Biodiversity. 

8. Increasing Energy Efficiency. 

9.	 Developing and Deploying
 
Renewables.
 

10.	 Preventing/Abating Pollution. 

11.	 Managing Urban Wastes. 

12.	 Supporting Institutionsfor Common 
Resources. 

13.	 Integrating Population and Envi­
ronmental Programmes. 

14. Preserving the Cultural Heritage. 

An investment portfolio of Rs. 150 
Billion has been envisaged to meet the 
requirements of these urgent invest­
ments in the country's future, yet each 
will pay handsomely in conventional 
economic terms as well. The Proposed 
investment is in the order of 1per cent of 
GOP over the next ten years. 

The Government is implementing the 
NCS by incorporating its recommenda­
tions in the 8th Five Year Plan, in an 
integral way, into each development 
sector, in addition to a separate section 
on the environment. 

To follow up, a NCS Co-ordination Unit 
has been set up in the Environment and 
Urban Affairs Division, while Provincial 
Environmental Protection agencies will 
be strengthened. Also an Environment 
Section has been set up in the Planning 
Commission, with similar cells envis­
aged in Provincial Planning Depart ­
ments. 

PAKISTAN
 
ENVIRONMENTAL
 

PROTECTION COUNCIL
 
MEETS
 

The Pakistan Environmental Protection 
Council (PEPC) under the Chairman­
ship of Prime Minister met for the first 
time in May 1993. 

At it s First Meet ing the Council 
approved the Rules of Procedure of the 
Council, it also approved the Environ­
mental Quality Standards for Municipal 
and Industrial Liq uid Effluents , 
Industrial liq uid effluents , Industria l 
Gases Emissions and Motor Vehicles 
Exhaust and Noise. The approval of 
these standards has paved the way for 
tall.ing punitive action against the 
individuals and organisations causing 
ind ust rial, municipal and vehicula r 
pollution. The Council also delegated 
some of its powers to Federal and 
Provincial Environment Protection 
Agenc ies (EPAs) for taking punitive 
action. 

Representatives of National a nd 

International NGOs and Environmen­
talists have hailed the convening of the 
First Meeting of PEPC. 

RS. 13.5 MILLION
 
APPROVED FOR
 

ENVIRONMENTAL NGOs
 
IN PAKISTAN
 

At a Meeting of the NGO Fun d 
Management Committee under the 
Chairmanship of Federal Minister for 
Environmental, Urban Afi airs, Housing 

and Works Han. Anwar Saifulla Khan, 
f inancial ass istance amounting to 
Rs. 13.5 Million were approved to the 
NGOs to in itiate and implement 
environmental related projects. 

T he NGO Fund Management 
Committee has been constituted to 
disburse financial assistance to the 
NGOs from a fund of Rs. 30 Million 
allocated to Environment and Urban 
Affai rs Divis ion to encourage and 
strengthen NGOs in the fieldof environ­
ment. 

The Committee in its Meeting consid­
ered 147 Projects submitted by 67 
NGOs and after technical and financial 
scrutiny approved projects of 42 NGOs. 
The Chairman taking note of the fact 
that no NGO from Balochistan has 
received financial assistance, directed 
to reserve an amount of Rs. 1 million 
for disbursement to NGOs from the 
Province. 

In his address to the Committee he 
stressed the fact that the roleof NGOs is 
pivota l in the implementation of the 
National Conservation Strategy (NCS) 
and it is for this purpose that theGovern­
ment has allocated a sum of Rs 30 
Million to render assistance to NGOs to 
initiate and implement environment 
related projects. 

NEW DIRECTIONS FOR
 
PAKISTAN FORESTERS &
 

FARMERS
 

The recent ly pu blished Pakistan 
Forestry Sector Master Plan indicates 
the new directions for forestry develop­
ment for the coming 25 years. In 20 
background documents the various 
aspects of forestry in Pakistan have 
been analyzed in depth: 

The State of Pakistan's forest and 
related resources, their manage­
ment and the main issues in their 
development is presented in great 
detail, 

Paki tan's needs for forests 
products, their level of sustainable 
production and the way in which 
forestry can meet these demands 
are described, 

Existing policies critically reviewed 
and strategies for new policies 
presented, 
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The programmes and investments 
required to meet lorestry needs lor 
the next 25 years identified. 

In the drafting of the Forestry Master 
Plan, other National Plans have been 
taken into account notably the National 
Conservat ion Strategy, the National 
Commiss ion on Agriculture and the 
Eighth Five Year Plan (1993 - 1998). 

To achieve the National Conservation 
Strategy's three objectives : Conserva­
tion of Natural Resources, Sustainable 
Development and Improved Efficiency 
in the Use and Management 01 Re­
sources, the following operat ional prin­
ciples have been proposed: 

Achieving greate r Public Participa ­
tion in Development and Manage­
ment of Natural Resources, 

Merging Environment and Eco­
nomics in Decision Making, 

Focus on Long-lasting improve ­
ments in Quality of Life. 

SRI LANKA 

SRI LANKA
 
FORMULATING A
 

NATIONAL AGENDA 21
 

Two years ago, a year ahead of the 
United Nations Conference on Environ­
ment and Development (UNCED) at Rio, 
Sri Lanka's Ministry of Environment and 
Parliamentary Affairs produced in con­
sultation with the concerned agencies, 
the National Environmental Action Plan 
(NEAP) with the focuson environmental 
conservat ion without prejudice to social 
and econom ic deve lopment. NEAP 
which may cost Sri Lankan Rupees 4 -5 
billion is now being further deve loped in 
collaboration with the World Bank and 
various implement ing agencies . It is 
expected that the bulk of these projects 
will be progress ively taken up lor imple­
mentation over the next three or four 
years. 

In the light 01 UNCED and AGENDA 21 
formulated at Rio, the perception of 
enviro nmental programmes has 
extended beyond the boundaries of 
NEAP to cover a wider field of develop­
mental issues. In response, the Ministry 
of Environment and Parliamentary 
Affairs are now engaged in lormulating 

Mr. Sahibzada lmiiaz Ahmed, Secretary, Environment. & Urban Affairs Pakistan
 
Addressing on the occas ion a/World Environment Day.
 

a National Agenda 21, based on Sri 
Lanka's national priorities within the 
ambit of AGENDA2 1 of UNCED, which 
will supplement national, social and 
economic development plans on the 
one hand and NEAP on the other. The 
Ministry expects to have the National 
Agenda 21 In place within a year. 

8 ETTER SAFE THAN 
SORRY 

The President of Sri Lanka acting on the 
advice of the Central Environmental 
Authority has directed the Board of 
Investment to reject a Mecha nised 
River bed Gem Mining Project in the 
Kalu Ganga. This followed the conclu­
sions on an Environmental Assessment 
Report ordered by the Late President 
R. Premadasa. 

The Government has also decided that 
it will not permit such mechanised 
gemming of the river beds in the future 
too for good reason. Studies related to 
the Kalu Ganga Project had suggested 
that such mining can be disastrous to 
Sri Lanka's fragile riparian ecosystems, 
particularly inareaswithrain forestcover. 
Other dangers include the likelihood of 
mechanised gemming causing high 
turbidity levels down stream adversely 
affecting aquatic resources. 

The Environmental Impact Assessment 
has also spelled out other hazards. 
Dredge-mining would lead to natural 
resourcedepletionaffecting biodiversity. 
the difficulty to contro l the depth of 
mining in operations involving the use of 
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barge-mounted suction dredgers and 
heavy separation machinery. Further, 
villagers dependent on sand mining, 
small scale gemmin~, fishing etc. may 
find their livelihood endangered. 

SRI LANKA HOLDS ITS
 
FIRST ENVIRONMENTAL
 

EXHIBITION
 

Sri Lanka's first Environmental 
Exhibition was held at the Bandaranaike 
Memorial International Conference hall 
in December 1992. It was joi nt ly 
organised by the Ministry of Environ­
ment and Parliamentary Affairs, UNDP/ 
World Bank funded Metropolitan 
Environment Improvement Programme 
(MEIP) Colombo. Central Environmen­
tal Authority and the Sri Lanka 
Association for the Advancemen t of 
Science. 

The theme of the exhibition was the 
initiation 01 Public-Private Partnership 
for environmenta l protection. Some of 
the main objectives of the event were: 

•	 Promoting Environmental Aware­
ness among the general public. 

•	 Broadening the Public Participation 
in Environmental Programmes. 

Highlighting the advances made In 
Environmental Protection and 
Management. 



Providing business opportunit ies, in 
Clean Technologies for Industrial and 
Energy Product ion and Tra nsporta­
tion Systems,Wa ste Tre atment , Eco­
tour ism and Nature Tourism etc. 

The exhibition also co incided with the 
Annu al Con ference of the UNDPiWor ld 

Bank support ed As ian Regional lnitia­
tive, the Metropo litan Environmental 

Improvement Programme. 

There were altogether 83 stalls manned 

by 69 pa rtic ipating age ncies of which 
11 wer e fro m the Non Go vernmental 
Organisations, 19 f rom the Priv ate 

sector and the balance 39 by the Public 

Sector. 

SRI LANKA TAKES
 
ACTION ON IMPORTANT
 

CONVENTIONS
 

The Government of Sri Lanka acceded 
to the Montreal Protocol on Substances 
th at d ep le t e the Ozo ne layer in 
December 1989 and Ratified the 1990 
Amendments to it in May 1993 . A coun­
try programme is underway to assess 
the co nsumpt ion of t he cont ro lled 
subs tances in the country and to work 
out a strategy for their phasing out. 

Meanwhile the Government of Sri Lanka 
hav ing sig ned the Convention on 
Climate Change at the Eart h Summit 
Meeting is tak ing action to formally ratify 
it. 

Sri Lanka also signed the Biological 
Diversity Convention at the Rio Confer­
ence in June 1992. The main ob jecti ves 
of the Convent ion are the Co nserv ation 
of Biolog ical Diversity. Sustainable Use 
of the Compon ents of Biological Diver­
sity and a fa ir and equitab le sharing of 
the benefits arising out of the utilization 
of Gen etic Resources. Sr i Lanka, tho ugh 
small in size , has the highest biodiversity 
per unit area. Therefore it is in Sri 
Lanka's interest to jo in the international 
effort to con serve biolog ica l d iversity. 

The Government of Sri Lanka has 
deve loped th e natio na l positio n on 
ratification of the Convention through 
the Nation al Expe rts Workshop held 
earl ier this year. A National Experts 
Committee on Biod iversity has been 
established and the qu estion of this 
Convention is bei ng exam ined. 

MEMBERSHIP FOR
 
SRI LANKA IN
 

INTERNATIONAL
 
GEOSPHEREAND
 

BIOSPHERE
 
PROGRAMME
 

Sri Lanka has been accepted as a 

member of the Internat ional Geo sphere 
Biosphere Programme and a National 
Committee has been appointed . 

SRI LANKA ADOPTS EIA
 
REGULATIONS
 

The ado ption by the Government of 
Sri Lank a of the Environmental Impact 

Assessment Regulat ion is an important 
step to wards the Protection and 
Management of the Environment. The 

Envi ronment Impact Assessment/Initial 
Envi ronmental Examination sch eme 

is now integr al to the development 

process and will help to ensure the 

sustainability of development. 

The passage of these regulations were 

the culmination of an exhaustive and 
lengthy process of co nsultation with 
concerned State and Priva te sector 
Agencies and with the non governmen­

tal o rganisations on their struc ture 
and co ntents. The EIA Orders and 

regulations were published in Gaz ette 
No. 772122 of 24 June 1993. These 

orde rs prov ide a schedule of 14 Project 

approv ing Ag encies including Eight 

min istr ies, one -department and Five 

Corporations/Boards . It fu rther provides 

lists of 31 categories of projects that are 

prescribed if located wholly or partly 
outside the Coasta l Zone and 21 

C ategories of Pro jects that are 
prescribed if located wholly or partly 
within we ll defined environ menta lly 

sensit ive areas . Prescribed Projects 

need to undergo either Environm ental 

Impact Ass essment or Initial Environ ­

mental Examination. 

CEA TO STRENGTHEN
 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES
 

Several Projec ts were launched by the 
Ce ntral Environmental Autho rity (CEA) 
of Sri Lanka in th e rece nt pas t with the 
intention of making the disseminat ion of 
environmental information at grass roots 
leve l more effect ive. Nearly 1000 School 

Environmental Societ ies have been 
formed and Env ironmental Pioneer 
Br igades function in 78 schools at 
pres ent. Near ly 1000 grad uates have 
been trained to serve as Vo luntary 
Environmental Extension Officers. 
These activities have generated the need 
to r environme ntal information at the 
per iphery which cannot be met by the 
CEA operating at the national level. 

Access to environmental information at 
the peri phery will receive an impetus 
with the present moves by the CEA to 
stre ngthen pub lic libraries. In addi tion to 
the dispatch at environmental publica ­
tio ns from the CEA to those libraries, 
the librarians will also be trained by 
the CEA in order that they may hand le 
mo re effectively the storage and 
retriev al of env ironment al inform at ion . 

SRI LANKA SETS NEW
 
STANDARDS FOR
 

PLASTIC
 
MANUFACTURERS
 

In Sri Lanka the plastic industry is 
invol ved on ly in the process ing of 
imported raw materia ls. The man ufac ­
tur e of plastic raw mater ials is not being 
done at present as it is not fea sible to do 
so. The quantity of plastic raw materials 
imported by Sr i Lanka is over 100,000 
tons, wh ich amounts to three to fou r 
times the total product ion of natural rub ­
ber in Sr i Lanka. 

The types of plastics used in Sri Lanka 
are low dens ity and high density 
po lyeth y lene, po ly v iny l ch lor ide , 
polysty rene, poly acry late and po ly car­
bonate . Of these po lyviroylchloride and 
low density polyethylene have the larg ­
est market. 

At present the specificat ions for plastics 
co ming into contact with food items is 
not strict ly regulated . The Sri Lanka 
Sta ndards Institution (SLSI) is now in 
the process of formulating standards for 
different plastic materials commonly 
used in Sr i Lanka. According to SLSI 
standards all packag ing should be clearly 
marked. For examp le, a package 'con ­
tain ing polyvi nyl chloride should be 
clearly marked "PVC", the words "food 
conta ct", any restrictions for use, the 
name and address of the manufacturer 
and the country of o rigin, trade mark 
and/or brand name if any and batch 
or code number. The "glass and fork " 

symbo l sho uld also be marked to 

identify their su itab ility for food contact 
applications . 
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SACEP'S STRATEGY
 
AND PROGRAMME
 

FOR 1992-96
 

The Priority Subject Matter Areas for 
SAC EP Act ivities were identified in 
con sultation with the relevant National 
Institution s of the participat ing Govern ­
ments by the SACE P/U NEP/UNDP 
Missions in 1982. These were adopted 
at the First Governing Counci l Meeting 
of SACEP held in January 1983. 

In view of the fac t th at Nation al, 
Regional and G lobal Env iron mental 
Problem s and Priorities had changed 
significantly during the last decade, 
SACEP requested UNEP's Regional 
Office forAsiaand Pacific (UNEP/ROAP) 
to ass ist SACEP in revie wing its 
Programme and formulat ing a Strateg y 
and Plan of Action for the next five 
years. 

In response a Memorandum of Under ­
stand ing was igned between UNEP 
and SACEP in N vember 1991 for the 
Preparat ion of SACEP's Strategy and 
Programme for 1992-1996. Accordingly, 
an Action Plan titled 'SACEP's Strategy 
and Programme ' . SSP -I (1992-1996) 
was prepared and was formallyapproved 
for implementation by 5th Governing 
Council of SACEP , which met in Sep­
tembor 1992. 

SSP - I 1992· 1996 contains 14 Project 
Concepts which covers 5 key areas of 
activity name ly: 

1)	 Capacity BUilding and Awarenes s 
Raising 

2)	 Systematic Informat ion Exchange 
and Intra-Regional Technology 
Transfers . 

3)	 Environmental Management for 
Training and lnstrtutional Devel­
opment for Training. 

4)	 Regiona l Co-ope ration in Manag e­
ment Plans for Montane Ecosys­
temsJWatersheds and Coastal 
Resources . 

5)	 Wi ldlife and Wildlife Habitat Con­
servation in the Region. 

The Fina l Report of SSP - I has been 
released and SACEP and UNEP Re­
gional Off ice for Asia and Pacific wou ld 
shortly meet to 

a)	 Agree on a Comm n Strategy of 
Approach to Donors 

b)	 Develop the Project Concepts into 

Project Outlines with assistance of 
a Consultant or UNEP Staff . 

c)	 Approach Donors for funding. 

Following is the list of the 14 Project 
Conc epts that have been approved. 

1.	 ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAIN­
ABLE DEVELOPMENT WITHIN 
THE CONT EXT OF AGENDA 21 : 
CAPACITY BUILDING AND 
ENHANCEME NT OF AWARE ­
NESS AND PRACTICAL IMPLE­
MENTAT ION OPTIONS FOR 
HIGH LEVEL GOVERNMENT 
POLICY AND DECISION ­
MAKERS IN THE COUNTRIES 
PART ICIPAT ING IN SACEP. 

2.	 ENHANCEMENT OF THE PUB­
LiC ENVIRONMENTAL AWARE­
NESS IN CONNECTION WITH 
EXISTING AS WELL AS EMERG­
ING ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
OF CONCERN IN THE COUN­
TRIES OF THE REGION. 

3.	 PREPARATION OF GUIDELINES 
FOR THE ASSESSMEN T OF 
HIGHLY POLLUTING INDUS­
TRIES; IMPORT OF POTEN· 
TIALLY HARMFUL CHEM ICALS 
AND HAZARDOUS WASTES ; 
AND DEALING WITH CHEMICAL 
DISASTERS. 

4.	 REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTRE 
(REN RIC) - PHASE 2. 

5.	 SHARING OF POLLUTION 
ABATEMENT TECHNOLOG Y 
THROUGH EXCHANGE OF 
INFOR MATION AND TRAINING 
PROGRAMMES. 

6.	 REGION AL AIR QUALITY MONI­
TORI NG AND MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEMS. 

7.	 STRENG TH ENI NG O F THE 
.ENVIRONMENTAL MANAG E­
MENT IN THE SACEP COUN­
TRIES - PHASE I (TRAINING). 

8.	 ESTAB LISH MEN T OF A 
REGIONAL TRAINING AND 
INFOR MATIO N CENTRE FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGE­
MENT. 

9.	 REGIO NAL CO-OPERATION IN 
CONSERVATION OF MONTANE 
ECOSY TEMS AND WATER­
SHE DS. 

10 .	 ASSESSMENT OF LAND-BASED 
SOURCES OF COASTAL AND 

MARINE POL LUTION IN THE 
COUNTRIES OF THE REGION. 

11.	 REGIONAL CO -oPERATION IN 
CONSERVATION O F MARINE 
SPECIES (MARINE MAMMALS 
AND SEA TURTLES). 

12.	 REGIONAL CO-oPERATION FOR 
STRENGTHENING THE MAN­
AGEMENT OF TERRESTR IAL 
(WILDLI FE) AND MARI NE PARKS. 

13.	 REGIONAL CO-oPERATION IN 
THE PROTECTION OF SHARED 
(TRANSBOUNDARY) WI LDLIFE 
HABITATS (CONSERVATION OF 
MOUNTAIN AND WETLAND 
ECOSYSTEMS) . 

14.	 REGIONAL CO-oPERATION IN 
CON SERVATION OF THE 
HABI TATOFTHE TERRESTRIAL 
MIGRATORY SPECIES. 

SACEP wishes to recog nise the contri­
butionof Dr. Reza Aminiof UNEP/ROAP 
for his most inva luable contribution in 
finalising the Report.. 

ESCAP/SACEP CAPACITY
 
BUILDING ACTIVITY
 
ON PLANNING AND
 
MANAGEMENT OF
 

COASTAL AREAS OF
 
SOUTH ASIAN SEAS
 

REGION - A PILOT PHASE
 

The Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and 
SACEP as part of their efforts in 
promoting environmentally sound 
development, would shortly implement 
a Project whe reby there will be 
Capacity Building in the Planning and 
Management of the Coastal Areas of 
the South Asia n Region. The activities 
envisage the Preparat ion of Country 
Case Studies by National Consultants, 
Prepa ration of Overview Reg ional 
Study on Analysis of Strategies for the 
Planning and Management of Coastal 
Areas, the conducting of a Regional 
Workshop on Capacity Building in 
Colombo followed by an Intergovern ­
mental Review Meeting at a late r date. 
By this activity, 20 experts will be trained 
on stra tegies on Capacity Building and 
Planning of Management of Coastal 
Areas. 

The Un ited Nalions Environment 
Programmewouldbe funding this project 
and accord ing to the work schedule the 
linal Report will be made available by 
Marc h 1994. The totalcost oltha Project 
is US $ 162,000. 
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SAVE THE
 
If we all installed "lew-flow" 
shower heads, we could salle 
billions of gallons of water ellery 
year .. without aver noticing it I 

•	 The energy sailed from one recycled 
aluminium can will ope rate a 
te levision set for three hours. 

If on ly 100,000 people stopped 
the ir ju nk mail, we could salle 
about 150 ,000 trees ellery year. 
If a million people did, we could 
salle some 1.5 million trees. 

EARTH
 
If you just wet and 
rinse your toothbrush, 
rather than letting 
the water run the who le 
time yo u brush, you 
can salle 9 ga llons of water 
each time you brush . 

Oller its lijet ime, a 
compact flourescent 
light bulb uses about 
$ 10 worth electricity; 
during the same per iod, 
equivalent incandescents 
gobble down $ 40 of 
electricity. So you 
salle $ 30 per bulb, 
which is like earning 
25% to 50% interest on 
your investment. 

SOUTH ASIA NGO 
FUNDING MECHANISMS 

SUMMIT Reject the GEF and develop auto­

matic and democranc mechanism. 
The Sou th Asia NGO Summit was or­
gan ised by the Centre for Sc ience and POVERTY AND ENVIRONMENT 
Env lronmant (CSE) in New Delhi in Feb­ The South must stress this as a key 
ruary 1992to discuss the Agenda of the issue for discussions . 
United Nations Conference on Env lron­

ment and Development (UNCED). GLOBAL WARMING 

T e Climate Convennon should be 
The Guest Speakers included Mr. Kamal signed only when equal rights of all to 
Nath , Minister of State for Environment the atmosphere are accepted . 
& Forests, India, Me Erling Dessau, 

Resident Representative United Nations • BIODIVERSITY CONVENTION 
Development Programme, New Delhi. Refuse to sign the convention until 
Mr. K.K. Bhargava, Former Secretary major contradictions are resolved , 
General, South Asian' Association for 

Regional Co-operation and Professor NGO RELATIONS 
M.G.K. Menon MP, President, Interna­ Northem NGOs must consult 
tional Council of Scientific Unions. There Southern NGOs adequate ly betore 
wer e strong NGO representation from espousing global causes . 
six SACEP Countries namely Bangla­
desh , Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan THE MULTILATERAL 
and Sri Lanka. OZONE FUND 

There were seven resolutions endorsed 
The Multi lateral Ozone Fund was

by this summit. 
created as an outcome of the Fourth 

Meeting of the Parties held in Copenha­
THE EARTH CHARTER 

gen in March 1992 on Amendments and 
Both equily and sustainabi lity must 

Adjustments to the Montreal" Protocol. 
be stressed . 

The Fund will f inance the transfer of 
AGENDA 21 

technology to enable developing
Action priorities should be set by the 

countries to phase out the controlled 
poor but only after the rich agree t 

substances. The Fund will receive 
pay the full costs of their consumption . 

US $ 113 million in 1993 from the Party 
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countries and the amount will not be 
less than this in 1994 bUdget also . h has 
also been suggested by Governments 
that the muhilateral Fund will be US $ 
340 to 550 million in the 1994 · 1996 
budget. 

UNE P. UNDP, UNIDO and the World 
Bank have been ident ~ i ed as the imple­
menting agencies for the Fund . The 
Procedures for accessing the Fund is 
given below. 

Procedures For Accessing 
The Multilatera l Fund 

Institutional Fr amework: h Is essen­
tia l for the country to have an organiza­
tional framework to respond to actions 
re quired unde r th e Protocol. A 
designated foca l point helps to facilitate , 
catalyse and co-ordinate the mix of 
government and industry actions needed 
to be taken to phase out the ozone 
depleting substances in the country . 

Country Programme: Country Pro­
gramme approved by the Executive 
Committee provides a coherent and 
co-ordinated framework document for 
phas ing out the ODS. h is important 
because it indicates the government's 
commitment and strategy to phase out 
the ODS. This is an essential step to 
accessing the Fund . 

Project Proposals: Assistance for 
act ions to phase out the ODS at the 
enterpr ise level can be obtained by sub­
mission of project proposals. Projects 
with incremental costs less than US$ 
500,000 are submitted as part of the 
Work Programme of an implementing 
Agency. However, project proposal 
Whose incremental costs exceed US: 
500,000 shoul d be prepared for approve, 
as stand alone projects. The Guidelines 
for Presentation of Projects and Criteria 
for Project Approval provides a guide for 
preparation of projects. 

Project Approval : Project proposals 
should be subm itted to the Fund 
Secretariat six weeks before the 
meeting 01 the Executive Committee at 
which the propo sal is to be considered. 
Project proposals are approved on the 
basis of recommendations of the 
Secretariat, the project document and 
any appraisal report. Thus close liaison 
between the nat ional ins t it utions 
concerned and the Implementing 
Agency is highly desirable. 



Tigr l!~~ with cubs 

Submission Procedures: Projectsand 
other documents such as country pro­
grammes submitted to the Secretariat 
should have the concurrence of thegov­
ernment concerned. This is expressed 
in an official tetter of transmission Irom 
the government accompanying the 
document wh ich indicates actions 
being requested Irom the Executive 
Committee . 

Project Implementation : Implemen­
tation of the project follows the signing 
of an agreement between the Imple­
menting Agency and the government. 
Since each Agency follows itsown inter­
nal procedures . the procedure and the 
time it takes to get agreement signed as 
well as mode of transfer of funds from 
the Implementing Agency to the govern­
ment may diffe from Agency to Agency , 
It is essential for these issues to be 
discussed and resolved at an early stage 
of development of the project to avoid 
delays in implementation. 

Dlsburse mont o f Funds : Funds for 
projects and activities are disbursed to 
the Implementing Agency as soon as 
they are approved by the Executive 
Committee. The funds are then 
disbursed to the recipient governmen t 
in line with financial transfer procedures 
agreed between the government and 
the Implementing Agency. 

~ ......--- _._---..... M onitoring of Veh icu lar pollut ion 

NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR FOR UNEP 
On January tst 1993, Elizabeth Dowdeswall took office 
Executive Ditectorot United Nations Environment Programme. 
Ms Dowdeswell was the Canadian Assistant Deputy Minister 
ot Environment responsible tor weather and atmospheric 
issues. She made her interna tional debut as Head ot the 
Canadian Delegation at the climate change negotiations. 
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TOWARDS A GLOBAL
 
ANTI-POVERTY CONVENTION
 

One of Bangladesh's leading environ ­
mental NGOs, The Bangladesh Centre 
for Advanced Studies (BCAS), has taken 
the lead in rectifying a major lacuna in 
the Rio Agenda. Dealing with poverty 
should have been the first item on the 
global agenda in Rio, but issues such 
as Global Warming and Biodiversity, 
supported by the worldwide media and 
NGO hype around them, diverted the 
attention of the world leaders away from 
the centra l issue of our times. 

At a Meeting that brought together 
environmentalistsfrom alloverthe world, 
BCAS called a worldwide campaign for 
a convention on poverty, just as there 
have been international treaties to 
prevent global warming and damage to 
the ozone layer and for the conservation 
of biodiversity . Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Khaleda Zia, as current Head of 
the South Asia n Assoc iat ion fo r 
Regional Co-operation (SAARC), rightly 
reminded the conference that a large 
proportion of the world's poor, estimate 
to be one billion live in the countr ies of 
South Asia. The proposed worldwide 
NGO campaign will aim at ge tting 
the UN Genera l Assembly to pass a 
reso lution selling up a nego tiation 
process for a g lobal an t i-poverty 
convention. 

STORIES OF SUCCESS 

SACEP intends to bring out a compen­
dium of Stories of Success in the field of 
EnvironmentalManagement in the South. 
Asian region. It welcomes informative 
articles from all interested parties. The 
Editor reserves the right to edit and 
publish manuscripts in accordance with 
the editorial requirements of SACEP's 

UNDP REPORT STRESSES 
PEOPLE'S PARTICIPATION 

The United Nations Development Pro­

gramme's third and latest report ac­

claims participation as the cornerstone
 
of human development. It also signifies
 
the fact that UNDP recognises that
 
"People's partic ipation is becoming the
 
central issue of our time".
 

The emphasis is on people and the
 
report is interspersed with cliches such
 
as "more than one billion of the world's
 
people languish in absolute poverty",
 
"the poorest fifth find that the richest fifth
 
enjoy more than 150 times their income"
 
and "women still earn only half as much
 
as men - and despite constituting more
 
than half the votes, have great difficulty
 
securing even 10 percent representa ­

tion in parliaments".
 

The report also expresses concern for
 
the rural peop le because in develop ing
 
countries, they "still receive less than
 
half the income opportunities and social
 
serv ices available to their urban coun­

terparts'Ths report also recognises that
 
"our world is still a world of difference·.
 

JOBLESS GROWTH 

Since 1m , employment growth 205 
worldwide has consistently lagged 
behind growth in gross domestic 
product (COP). The UNOI' report 
predicts the gap will widen during 
the 19S()s. 

147 

tOOF-------r-------, 
• t975 t990 2000 

So UTCe: Human Drot lapmm t Rtporl 1993. 

SACEP NEWSLETIER is distributed 
free 01 charge to National Environmen­
tal Agencies, Non Governmental 
Organisations , Citizens' Groups. and 
Mass Media. It welcomes News items, 
short ar ticles , and viewpoints on 
environmental issues from readers in 
order to promote environmental 
awareness jn the South Asian RegIOn. 
The Editor reserves the right to edit and 
publish manuscripts in accordance with 
the editorial requirements of the 
publication . 

A ll enquiries related to SACEP 
NEWSLETIER should be addressed to 
SACEP Secretariat, 84 Lorensz Road, 
Colombo 4, Sri Lanka 

The presentation of the material in this 
publication do not imply the expression 
of any opinion whatsoever on the part of 
the Secretariat of SACEP concerning 
the Legal Status of any Country, 
Territory, City or Area, or of its 
au thorities , or concerning th 
delimitation of its frontiersor boundaries. 

Publications . No honorar ium will be 
paid by SACEP for any articles that will 
be published. 

VILLAGERS REVIVE 

Forest degradation around a Nepali 
mountain village has been reversed in a 
span of 10 years despite an annual 
population growth rate of 2.5 per cent. In 
1980, grazing and fodder collection was 
a majorcause ofdegradation in Bhogteni, 
a village in the hills of central Nepal. 
However, in 1990, a study done by 
Jefferson Fox published in ·Mountain 
Research and Development" showed the 
lorests were in a much better condition. 

The success was due primarily to the 
introduction of community management 

FORESTS 

of forests. In addition, outside agencies 
promoted enrichment plantings in for­
est areas, where grazing and collecting 
of firewood and fodder was prohibited 
from 1981 to 1985. Farmers increased 
the number of fodder trees they grew on 
their land. Besides, the availability of 
chemical fertilisers enabled farmers to 
raise crop yields without correspond­
ingly increasing livestock numbers to 
get more manure, their alternative 
sources of nutrients. 

The Printing of this Newsletter, from its 
inception in January 1984, has been 
solely due to the assistance received 
from the UNEP Regiona l Office, Bang­
kok. The SACEP Secretariat wishes to 
place on record its deep appreciation 
for this very kind gesture. 
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