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Every year thousands of tons of garbage winds up in the oceans, with 60% of that being composed of plastic
material. Plastics especially last a very long time in the ocean, and are in such abundance that there are 46,000
individual pieces of plastic litter for every square mile of ocean. Plastics are very hazardous to marine life, killing
more than a million birds and over 100,000 seals, turtles, and whales, and an immense number of fish in our
ocean. Coastal Cleanup Day encourages us to get out to our beaches and help to limit this problem by cleaning
up the garbage that has washed up on shore, and that left by visitors every day.
History of Coastal Cleanup Day
Coastal Cleanup Day was established by the Ocean Conservancy, an organization that work to help protect the
ocean from the challenges it faces every year. They serve as a voice for the ocean, speaking of the issues that
aren t often represented through social networking, publicized updates, and challenges like asking your
waitress to skip the straw for your drink. Efforts like that work towards a trash free ocean.
Trash in the water impacts the world on many levels, including harming wildlife, humans, and impacting the
livelihood of those who work on the ocean. It causes economic damage by affecting tourism and recreation and
the money they bring into those communities that are the ocean shore. The Ocean Conservatory knows that
solving these issues requires bold initiatives and eliminating the sources of the trash that damages the ocean.
Empowering people to take an active role in the preservation and cleaning up of the ocean are important parts of
helping conservation of the ocean. By spreading tips and techniques to help reduce trash they help people
everywhere aid the cleanup of our oceans.
How to celebrate Coastal Cleanup Day
There s a lot of options out there, starting with something as simple as taking a day at the beach and carrying a
roll of garbage bags. Clean up the mess on the beach and help to reduce the amount of garbage that gets into the
ocean by hauling it away. You can also check in with the Ocean Conservatory to get tips and tricks to help you be
more conscientious about your lifestyle and the effect it has on the ocean. Coastal Cleanup Day is your chance
to really make a difference, and help others to do the same.
The South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP), UNEP, SAS, Indian Coast Guard and ICMAM
Project Directorate (ICMAM PD) of Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) are going to commemorate International
Coastal Clean-up Day’ 2017 on 16thSeptember’ 2017 at Elliot’s Beach, Besant Nagar, Chennai. The main
objective of this program is to create an awareness among the coastal stake holders and beach users which
would have significant positive impacts on our environment and demonstrate the power of working together
towards Swachh Bharat Abhiyan.
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