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Enforcement of Multilateral Environmental Agreements 

L s a s ra 
internation 

by Floren ce \Vickramage 

Sri Lanka has kept to all its 
obligations aris ing out of the 
commitments under the Mul­
tila taal Environmenta l 
Agreements. The Govern­
ment has also deve loped 
national policy docu m ents 
and action plans to address 

., environmental issues. 
Thi s was stated by Environ­

ment and Natural Resources 
Minister Rukman 
Senanayake in his keynote 
address at the inaugural ses­
sion of the five d ay Asia ­
Pacifi c Regional Workshop 
on Compliance with and 
Enforcement of MEAs in 
Colombo on Sunday. 

Minister Senanayake said 
that S ri Lanka has ratifi ed 
most of major international 

environmental conventions 
and protocols, such as the 
Fra mework Conve ntion on 
Climate Change , Basal Con­
vention, Convention on Bio­
logical Diversity, Vienna Con­
ven tion, Montreal Protocol. 
Bio-safety Protocol and the 
Kyoto Protocol etc to demon­
strate solidari ty to the global 
community. 

Senanayakc fu rther added 
that a Bio-diversity Secretari­
at, a Climate Change Secre­
tariat, a Conven tion Refe r­
ence Centre, a National Air 
Resou rces Management Cen­
tre and a National Clean 
Development Mechanism 
Centre within the Environ­
ment and Natural Resources 
Min istry in order to strength­
en the:nstitutional capacity 
to im plement MEAs. 

I co 

Even though 

Sri Lanka is not a 
ODS (Ozone 
Depleting Sub­
sta n ces) produc­
ing country rela­
tively small 
.amounts of CFC 
is used in refrig­
erators and vehi­
cle air condition­
ers. 

CFe will be 
phased out in Sri 
La nka by 2005, 
five years ahead 
of the pr otocol 
target for Article 
5 countries. 

The Government has taken 
action to control ODS 
imports by imposing regula­
tory measures and regula­
tions for controlling imports 

Director General SACEP Mahboob Elah i speaking at the inaugural session 
of the Asia-Pac jfic Regional Workshop on Compliance with and Enforce­
ment of Multilatera l Environment Agreements in Colombo recentJy. E nvi­
ronment and Natural Resources Mi nis ter Rukman Senanayake w as the 
chief guest. 

v n s 

of used items con ta InIng 
CFCs, the Minister said . 

Director General, SACEP 
Mahboob Elahi, Legal advi­
sor to the Executive Director 
Ms. Amy Hi ndman, Facilita­

tor Donald Kamaru and 
Ma njit Iqbal from th e UNEP 
Regional Office fOl- Asia and 
the Pacific we re among the 
guests present on the occa­
sion. 


