_ Minister of Environmentl and Natursl
Resources, Rukman S'c:t;_u\'uyukc addressing, the
Regional Training dourse on MARPOL 73/78
Implementation’s and - Enforcement at the
Colombao Hilton yesterday said the coastal and
the marine environment of the island is being
degraded duce to both Tand bascd and sca based
activities such as disposal of domestic sewage,
urban and industiial waste ancd oil from both
commercial ships and shipping crall.

Minister Scenanayake pointed out that in
recognising the impact on the marine environ-
ment, the government has :ldop\ud a4 national
solid saie management strategy. “The waicrs sur-
rounding Colombo are faced with severe degra-
dation caused by sewage, oil and other industrial
pollutants being relcased into the sca through the
cily’s canal system,” he explained.

He further said: “First of all let me thank the

International Maritime Organisation and the -

South Asiun Scas programme for having invited
me o be the chict guest at the inaugiration of the
Regional  Training  Course  on MARPOL
Iinplementation and Enforceinent. Thiy training,
is of special significance siot only © S¥ Lanka
but to the entire South Asian Region.

Oil pallution of the seas hus been recogmised
as a-major cavironmicatal prgblem as fav back as
the fisst half of the 20th centdwy Accordingly.
various countries intteduced national rgul
© contral discharges of oil within their (et
al waiers. In 1954, the United Kingdom argan-
iseda conference on oil polfution which resubied
in the adoption ol (ke internationst Conveniion
for the Prevention of Pollution of the Sea by'Oil
¢OILPOL). However with the wdoption of the

"IMO Convention in 1958, lac depository and
sceretariat  functions  in relation 0 the
Convention  were  transferred  from  the
Government of United Kiagdon to IMO.

The 1954 Convention, which was subse-
quently amended in 1962, 1269 and 1971, pri-
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marily addressed noliution resulting [rons rou-
tine tanker operativas and from the discharge of
oily wastes rom machineties both of which have
been regarded as major causes of ail pollution
{rom ships.

The Convention includes regulbations aied at
preventing and minimizing potiution from ships
- both accidental pollution and that from voatine
operations. These include regulations oy the pre-
vention ol potlation by oil, rosious liguid sub-
stances in bulk, harmful substances carvied by
seat in packaged lorm, sewage and garbage from
ships.

As you arc aware, Sri Lanka as an island
nation which is heavily dependdent on its coustal
zone that contains 1760kt of coastal line.
Coastal zone is an importast wrca for our country
as it covers almost 24 % of the total Tand arca.
This zonce harbours 30% of the population and
covers 65% of the wrban aica, It also supports
80% of the neur shore fishing. Coastal zone is a
critical habit for sustained production of fish-
cries. Coral reels and brackisiv wetiands are v
in biodiversity. With the declaration of the
Exclusive miomic Zone in 1976, the country
has ithe sovercign righe over 534,000 sqr. km. in
tie s

The coastal and Hie marine cnvironiment of
e islind is being cegpeaded dag (o both land
Bascd andk sei-bused activitics suelr as disnosal of
dvmesticssewage, urbas and ind il waste and
oil Trom both commercial shivs and shipping
crdils, b sceozaining the impact on e marine
enyvironnient the government has adopted a
mational solid wastemanggbment strategy.

" The walers surrounding Colombo, are faced
with scvere degradation caused by sewage, oil
and other industrial pollutants being relcased
into the scu through the city’s canal systems.

We have a number of agencies that deal
with the prevention of (he marine environment
form  pollution.  While  the Central

The Island, Tuesday Ist July, 2063

Govt. has adopted national solid sate
management strategy —Rukman

Environment Authority whicli is a line agency
under my Ministry has the overali responsibil-
ity in the environmezntal management of the
country, the Marine Pollution Preveniion
Authority and the National Aquatic Resources
Ageney deals with activities specifically relat-
cd 1o the marine eavironment. 1 am informed
that the aim of this course is 1o provide partic-
ipants with up-to-date knowledge on the appli-
cation of MARPOL and to help ratifying the
convention where necessary. [ am sare that this
training course will consider cxisting inicrna-
tional regulations and guidelines for imple-
mentationand enforcement of MARPOL. The
participants will also have an opportunity for
an cxposure to praciical, administiaiive and
operational experiences gained in other party of
the world, Additionally tie coursc will foster
the co-operation of the agencies and personncl
responsible for its implementation in the coun-
trics of the region.

T have been made o understand that ;MO in
its continted support to the South Asiun Seas
Programmc has in addition te this workshop,
planned many eountry specific trining courses
in the coming months.

1 am aware that e report of MARPOILL
Workshop hewd in Cotombo ia 2000, has made
some specific recommendations with regard (o
the implemertation of the protoeol. 1 am sure
that this o wili keep these recommen-
dations ii'mind daring its deliberatiors.

I Tind ihis training vrerkshop as timely and
very impartant and wish te extend my persen-
al appeectation to IMO for the support given to
the mst deserving repion in the worid.

1 wish this workshop all success and thunk
all forcign participants for being here in

Colombo.tT wish your stay here will be pleas- .

ant and memorablce. T hope that you will find
some tim¢ (o enjoy the nature and our treasured
culture during your stay in Sri Lanka.”
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