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I 

Environmcntal <1"d Natural I1c50urces iYlinister ill,kman Scnanily"kc "ddr'2s5in~ thc Hc~ional Tr.1i'''in9 Cour>c on i\-1AH['OL 73/71:, 
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Implementation iHld c[liorcemcilt COnfNCI1C0 ilt Colombo Hilton y'~st<':I'(by. 
" 

f\.lillis~cr l)r EllvirOllmcll(;d ;1Il'd Nallll';i\ 
'I '~c~()urccs, g,\km;m SC:l,"iayake addressin); tl,<: 
Regional Traillill!; <'ours'c Oil MARI'OL 7V7'S 
Implcmclll:lliOl; '. alld Ellror~cmen{ al the 
Colombo II·ill<lI' yesterday said tlte co;lStal and 
the marine ellvironment or the islaml i~ bcinl! 
degraded due 1(; hOlh lalld ha:-;cd alld ....ea h;I~C~1 
ilClivitics stich ~~s disposal or domestk scwagc, 
urban ant! imluslrial waste and oil from hOlh 
comll.lcrcial ~hips ;J/HI :-;iJippill!; craf!. 

Minister S~nalla)'af;c poilll..:d OUI llial in 
rccognising the ilJ·lpal.:1 011 Ihc n~arin\.: environ­
ment, the governl!lent h'ls adoptcd a national 
solid :-oaic m~Ul;Jgcmenl stralegy. 'The walcn:, :-;ur­
rounding Colombo arc faced wilh ~cvert.: dcgra­
dalion caused by sewage, oil and othcr il1dll,tri,1I 
pol!\lt;lnt~ being rc!e<tsed into the ~ea IhrOllgh ibe 
city's canal system: he expl~ined. 

He further said: "first or all let me thank the 
International i'viarilimc Organisation ~1Ild th(: · 
Soal!l A:.;iall Sc~~:-. rrogratllll1c 1'0;· hflV~I1g. invilt:u 
mc·to be thc chief I.!llesl :t~ (h~ in ..llIl.!liralion of (hc 
Regional Tr;,illi~g Co"rse \)~, tvl/\ IU'OL 
Ilnplcmcnlillion .md Enforcc"ij-;clll . Tll~~ Ir;lin;ll t', 
is of special s ignifiC:lIlcc :101 (lilly le 5'1'j Lank:1 
but 10 the entire Snu[h A~i:.Jn H.cgi~)Il. 

9iJ rq~lutiqn or :..!I,l,C :-;C~:~ ha:) been rccn~IH:-'l;d 
as: 'I,major ei,vir011I1h~,Htll P(~l~lcln '" far bad; a, 
Ihi! fi;st half of thc,ZOth ,·cl1t(rr'ii»f\e,wdil:gly. 
\,i.lriou~ cOlll1tri:;s inll:cduccd n~llioll ; tl r'~;;.ulai.iun:-. 

10 t.:onlroJ dj~ehar,l;cs of oil within l!l'.'.ir tcrrili.)ii­
,,1 waiers . In 1\>54, Ihe Uni!ed Ki,;,!tlnl1l .)r~;, n· 

i~~d'a confcrcncc on oil collulion wl~i..:h n..~~~II:.;d 
in ihc":IJOplioll or Ih~ i~l~rnalilll!;d Crill\''':llli~):1 
for Ihe, PrevclIlion of Pollution of the SC<I by 'Oil 
toILPOL). HOlvcver with thc adoptioa or the 

, iivlo Convention in 1958, t:le depo~itor)' .lI1d 
secretariat [unctions in relation to the 
Convention were transferred rmlll Ihe 

:.... Government'"r United Kingdo1lJ to IMO. 

. , 
 ~ 

The 195-1 ConventIon, which wa" sllb"c· 
l]lIcntly ,ul\elllh:d in I'J(,.~. 1')(") ,,"d 1971. rri. 

marily :,,!dre":i~d !lolililion re!;lIllir,); 1'1'011; ((JU­

line t;lIIkt:r "pcr;.li,,'1S and rrom lh(', di:icharge or 
oily W:lS!~S rnullll1:t:.:hiIlCI i~s boliJ or which have 
beell regarded a" lIlajor caliScs 01' oil pollulion 
("1"0111 :-.hips. 

Th~ COII\,~lllion illdudcs r..;!!\d:llion~ ;limcd;1I 
prcv"'lllillr':' and minimizil1g pullllli~lI\ (rom :-.ltip:-; 
- hotl1 ac(i<iclIl:d pollllli(.JIl alld Ih;1l froll! rtlllliuc 
0IH:r:lliolls. Thc;.;c includc r~glllatil)ns r~)r the pro,;­
\'o,;llIiOIl or pollulioll hy (Ii\' 1~\lxit1u.s liquid suh­
:\1<1I1l'}':\ ill hulk.. hanll!",,1 sllh:~ laI1C~:-; carried hy 
.\ca in pal'kagcd form . .srw;'lgc ami t!arbagc frolll 
,hip". 

As you arc a\V;m.~. Sri Lanka as '1Il i:-.lilnu 
lIatioll \I,.·hich is heavily d~pelldcll{ Oil its C(.l:lsl,al 
wile ll1at '::llIllaill' 17(,Uklll "r coastal line. 
Coa~(;11 zone is an impon;ua an,;" for ollr counlry 
as it (t)ver.,\ almost 2·~ '}c. of lit..: total land arca. 
This I.()lIe harbour;; 30% or the population and 
"'OVCI'~ ()S("/r, or \hc urban arc'I. It also support:s 
:-;OC;;, of lhe IlC:lr shorc fi sltillt;.. C\);Jstal 7."mc is a 
critical habil;t( 1"(.)1' suslaiilnl prlllill'':li('11 or rj ~ h­
r ..ies. Coral rcefs ;l1ld b:·i1cki:-;h \vct:and:\ ;11"(' 1':(:\1 

ill bi(ldivcrsity. \Vili) Iltc (.kd~lrati,)J1 or lhe 
Ex('hlsi\'~ Ern~ ',I)/1)iL' ZI)Il'~ ill I ')7~'J thc ((HIIIl!"y 

has ill...: :-.tr,,-,,·rcigfl righl \)\'(,'.1" 5:;~1.0()\) :-;qr. k.m, in 
Ih,,' :-; ,,~;.1. 

The l'O~lSI'11 ;:11<.1 rite' marine ~llvirOI"HCI11 of 
IIle j~lalld is being ~ ..."·t:radeu do:: to hoth land 
b.t\cd and:st:.;,··baseu :tclivili~s sUI;!ra., di:i!,'()Sal or 
dIHllo.:,'\tie.:;ew:tL!C, urb.. : l ilml iuti(.i!-ari:.d w;lsk and 
oil I':\:>iil hUlb c~ulll~lcrt.:i;1i ships ;:nc ~.ilippil~g 

c ·..lih . 111 i·(;c.\\~!ni:,ill~ fhe impacf 011 l!":": III ari i'''­
cl1\' ironlll":l1l I!IC !.!(I'IC;·llllH't1l has :tdnrtcu a 
1I;~:·inll.d solid wa:j ..7~:malli.:gtlllefit Sll";,!lc~y. ." 

'1 .:' Thc waters ~lIrrolindilig Colombo. i.lr:; r;lccd 
with sC·.'cr\! deg.r;t(.ialioll cau:-;cd by SCWotgc, oil 
and other inJu"lrial pollutallts being released 
illio the se" through the city', caml syslems. 

Wc have .. numhcr of agcm:ics thal dcal 
wilh lhc. prcvclHioll of (ile maril!e cnvironlllenl 
form polllllinn. Whik lhe CClliral 
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Ellvin.JIlnlc:lIJ\.utlh,rily which ;s a line agcr.c;' 
1Ilider my ~'lil~i'II')' bs Ihe over,li: 1\:;;I',lI1sihil· 
ity in the : '~nvir()nm ~lItal mallagcrilellt 01' Ih·~ 

country, the Marine Pollution ~Jr(:vclliion 

Authoril)' and the N~lional f\quatic Rc,ourccs 
l\bCIl~)' t\...·;lIs \\·jlh ;1cti\"itics ~pl:(ificllly fclat~ j 
..:(\ 10 Ih~ lI1arill~ Cllvin.>I1lllcttl. I ,1111 io(orll)..:::d ' j 
thal th..:: aim of 111i~ course i~ to provide [1arlic­ i 
ip.lIl!s with lip-to-date knowledge on the ::tppli­ i 
,:alioll or 1VI,\RPOL and to help r;uifyinc, the I 

.1cOllvo..;nliOI1 wher..::: Ilcccss;Iry. I am ~(,Irc tliat this 
training course will eonsiucr C.~i:-'lillg inicrIltl ­
tion,,1 rC~III"tion' and guidelines for imple­
Illentation ,ami enroreemellt or MARPOL The 
rarticipants will also have an opportunity ror 
.m exposure to practic;ll, ad:1iini~liaiivc ano 
oper"tional experiences );ailied in other rart~ 01 
Ihe world.: Additionally the course \\'ill foster ':,i
the cv·operation of the "L!eneics and personnel ! 
rcspvll:dbk for it ... implementation in the (;oun­ ! 
trie', or the region. 

! Ila vc been mad~ LO understand that HvJO in 
it=' (lIl1li:nJ..:.d supr0rt to the Soutli Asi;.!; S~as 
Pro:.;r~llnn· iL: h:t:\ ill :Iddilion Ie this "v01.'~shop, 
pl;1I1l\cd ni~\ny couillry :;p":l.:iJ'ic t;";lil!ing l:o~;rs~s. 

ill tile C(;IJ~i;if 11"1'.111Ih:-;. 

1 am ;tware 11~;'ll tll..:: report or l"lARPOL 
\Vorkshnr.: hl!:d in Co:ombo i.1 2000. ha$ made i 
some ~pcdfic :'cc'.)mmcm.J;,tior!s \·(:th rCGard to i 
lh..; il1lpremCI~I~Hion of t:H~ prOIOCtl!. i am sur-: I 

lhal this \'~(Jr;,~;hop \I.,'ili keep these rCCOIHI:1r.Jl­


datiolls ij~ ~ C1l!nJ Guring it:-; ddibe;alior.s. 

I (ind (hi,,, training Vlcrk~hor ~l:'; timely and I 

\'~ry j/llp(J:r~allt and wish W cXlI.:::nG my pers(:n­
'II atJPce.cialiol! to IMO hr the SIir-POri given t(l I 
Ih~. ~llq:q (!c:-.(.~rvinl~ regior. in tllc wor:c1. 

f wi:·:h !this wurk:\hor all success ;'UHt lh:.JI\k I 
I~II foreign participant., ror being here in 

Colombo.! I wish your stay here will be pleas. .1 
! 

ant and memorable. I hore that you will find 
:-;OIllC time (0 enjoy (hc nature and our licasurcd 
(lIlture du'ring your stay in Sri Lanka." 
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