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News 

Landmark UNEP-SACEP agreement signed 

by Florence Wick ram age 

A landmark agreement fo r mutual co-operat ion was 
entered into betwee n t he Un ited Nations En v ironm ent 
Program (UN EP) and the South Asia Co-opera tive 
Environment Program (SACEP) at the recentl y concluded 
2 2nd Governi ng Cou ncil Meeting in Nairobi, Kenya. 

Environ ment and Natural Resources Mi ni ster Rukman 
Senanayake w ho led t he South Asian Envi ron ment 
Ministers ' Delegat ion to a meeti ng wit h Kalu s Toepfer, 
Ex ecutive Director of UN EP is the cu r re nt Cha irma n of 
SACE P Govern ing Council. 

Th rough t he Memorandu m of Understandin g (MoU ) UNE P 
wi ll prov ide assistance towards the capacity build ing 
activitie"s; implementa tion of the m ult i lateral 
environment al agree ment s through regi onal cooperation ; 
promot ing pu blic awareness ; etc. UN EP wi ll a lso assist to 
achieve a st ra tegy Pl an for t he im plementati on of t he 
Secretari at 's activities for endorsement by the reg ional 
governments. 

The MoU was signed by Dr. Kalus Toepfer, Executive 
Director UN EP and Mahboob Elahi , Di rect or Gene ra l 
SACEP. Associated wi t h t he MoU was the newly apPOinted 
UN EP Regiona l Director for Asi a and Paci fic Mr . Su rendra 
Shrestha. 
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Emm;'}O)tl The South Asian Mi nisters wh o attended t he UN EP 
Govern ing Council were Jafrul Islam Chowd ury, Minister of 
Environment & Forest, Bangladesh ; Dasho Nado 
Ri nchchen , Minister of Env ironment, Bh utan; Kama l 
Prasad Chau lagain, Mini ster of Po pu lati on and 
Env iron ment, Ne pal and Major (Retd) Tahir Iqbal, Min ister 
of State ( i n charge) for Env ironmental Pakistan. I ndia was 
rep rese nted by K.C. Misra, Secretary, Mi ni stry of 

!lW;t;;;r.;:bl Environment and Forests . 
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