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Home News 

SAARC environment 
 ministers due for confab  

E nviro nme nt M inisters of all 
SAARC countries except India w ill be 
in Colombo next week, to participate 
in a reg iona l environment confere nce. 

The Env ironment M in iste rs of 
Bangladesh , Bhutan, Nepal, Pakis tan 
and Sr i Lanka will part icipate in the 

 

con fere nce , w hil e India w ill be repre-
sented by a "high level delegation", 
according to an Environ ment M inistry 
re lease . 

The lwo-day meeting from January 
20-2 1 w ill a lso be anended by the 
S AAR C Sec retary G eneral and 
obse rvers froO! international organisa-
ti ons. T he M inis ters arc meet ing as the 
governing counc il o f South Asia Co-
operati ve Environment P rogram me 
(SALEP) o f whi ch Min ister Rukman 
Senanaynke is the chainnan. 

The South Asia s lale of the environ-
men t a nd [he you th environm ent 
repons wi ll be launched at the event. 

The most important agenda item of 
the mee ti ng is to finalize a work pro-
gramme to fo llow up recommendations 
of the recentl y he ld World Summi t on 

Sustainable Development (WSS D) at 
the South Asian S ub Regional Level. 
He re special attention \\:;ill be g iven to 
the M illennium Declaration and the 
WEHAB initiati ve , which prov ide the 
bl ue prints for future sustainable devel-
opment agenda The WEHAB ini ti a-
tive provides a fram ework for ac tion 
on the follow ing rive the matic areas: 
Water and S:lI1 ital ion, Energy, Health, 
Agriculture and Biodi ve rs ity. 

The, WSSD P lan of Implementation 
recognises the importa nce of regional, 
s ub-regional and trans-reg ional ac lion 
to promote su stainable developmen t 
and calis for support for the develop-
ment, enhancement and implementa-
tion of agreed regional development 
strategi es, re n ccting national and 
regional prio rities . There fore , SACEP 
plans to work in cooperation and col-
laboration w ith various othe r regional 
and s ub reg iona l entit ies in the ir fu ture 
act ions. Under this, the coopcrafio n 
between SAARC and SACEP o n env i-
ronmental issues will be a priority item 
for d iscuss ion. 

The Memorandum of
Understanding for cooperation on the 
response to marine oi l spill s, SOLl lh 
Asian Environmelltal E ducati on an d 
Tra ining Action Plan, and the status of
the impl eme ntation of the M ale 
Dec larati on on control and preve ntion 
of ai r pollution and it s likely trans-
boundary e ffects for South Asia will 
also be discu%ed during this eve nt. 
The International Coral Reef Action 
Ne twork (ICRAN) has recentl y estab-,
Iished a partnership with SACEP fo ri
promoting coral reef conservation 
within the region and therefore. speci al 
attention w ill be gi ve n fo r furt he r 
development of thi s initiative . 

On the 20th January, the senior level;
offi c ia ls of respect ive env ironme nt
m in istTies wil l meet to consider and
finali se the work program me Of
SACEP fo r the next biennium, which 
wi ll be presented at the m inisterial seg-
ment of th e ne xt da) . Ty ronne 
Femando w il l offi c ia lly inaug urate the 
opening ceremony on the 2 1st. 




