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~ Regional cooperation will help
| marine and coastal resources

inister Senanayake
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The participants of the second Intergovernmental Ministerial Meeting of South Asian
Seas Program (SACEP) held at the Colombo Hilton on July 1. From left are: Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources Minister Mahinda Wijesekara, Pakistan High Commissioner
Ashraf Qureshi, Environment and Natural Resources Minister Rukman Senanayake,
Representative of the UN Environment Programme Ms. Veerle Vanderweerd and Dirsc-

tor General, SACEP, Mahboob Elahi.

by Nadira Gunatilleke

*“VWe are already in the process
of strengthening the Marine Pol-
lution  Prevention  Authority
througi the institutional strength-
cning of the oil spill contingency
manageman project tuaded hy
the Norwegian Government,”
Fisherics and Ocean Resources
Minister Mahinda Wijesckara
said.

He was delivering the Keynote

address at the inauguration of the,

second Inter-governmental Min-
isterial Meeting of the South
Asian Seas Program (SACEP)
held at the Colombo Hilton on
Monday. Minister Wijesckara
said that sigaing of the MoU and
endorsement of the South Asian
Regional Qil Spill Contingency
Plan is very important to Sri
Lanka. Most of the oil tanker
traffic passes through the south of
Sri Lanka, and any disaster will
have catastrophic conscquences
for our country and the countrics
in the South Asian region.

“We have identified the prob-
lein of ol pollution due to ships,
offshore units, scaports and oil
handling facilitics as a significant
enyironmental problem. There-

" ¢, recognizing the importance
‘aking prompt and effective

action to minimize the damage
and the need for combating oil
pollution, it 1s imperative that all
the member countries agree to the
contents of the MoU,” the Minis-
ter said.

“Environment and Naiural
Resources  Minister  Ruliman
Senanayake said that nationally
we are faced ‘with several envi-
ronmental problems including
land degradation, soil erosion,
loss of biodiversity and disposal
of solid waste. When we consider
the biodiversity it is not only the
biodiversity on land, even the bio-
diversity in the marine environ-
ment especially the corals is also
under threat. Most of our corals
arc already deuad and even those
existing arc under threat. Since
their regeneration time is very
long, we have to take substantial
measures to conserve them'.

Wi cannot protect these
marine and coastal resources
without regional cooperation. Sri
Lanka is always supportive of
regional international cooperu-
tion. Oil spills are a regional con-
cern as its effects are not confined
to the scas of one country alone,
but goes beyond administrative
boundarics and would cause seri-
ous damage to the scas of other
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surrounding countries as well. Oil
spills, no matter how large or
small they are, can have very seri-

“ous impacts. The ruin caused by

miles of blackened beaches and
disruption to the coastal habitat,
fishery, tourtsm and other indus-
trics can be very damaging both
to the environment i
economy as a whole,” the Minis-
ter added. )
The Minister pointed out the
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importance of the signing of the |

MoU for cooperation on the
response to marine and chemical

spills in the South Asian Region. |

Pakistan High Commissioner
Ashrat Qureshi said thi we hav
to protect Earth as a trust to be
handed over to the future genera-
tion. Lile on earth is linked to
oceans. Seveaty onc percent of
the eacth’s surface is coveied by
water. Regional approach to con-
trol marine pollution is wssential,
he added.

Representatives of the United
Nations Environment Program,
Ms. Veerle Vanderweerd, Director
General, SACEP, Mahboob Elahi
and Director, Global Affairs and
Eavironmental Econoinics, Min-
istry of Environment and Natural
Resources, Dr. Suren Batagr '
also spoke.
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