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The Environment

An India-Pakistan Conference on Environment -- the first of its kind - was
held in Lahore from December 13 to 15, This special section includes a report
on the conference’s procecdings, excerpts from a paper read by Dr. Pervez
Hassan, an interview with the head of India's Centre for Science and Environ-
ment and an article on the link between poverty and environmental problems.

Sharing knowledge

By our stall reporter

THE THREE-DAY India-Pukis-
tan Conlerence on the Environment
which concluded in Luhore last
Friday was unique in several ways.

It was the first organised mecting
between representatives of non-
governmental organizations between
the two countrics in the licld of cn-
vironment, and it was interesting to
sce delegates Trom both countries
operating on the same waveloneth,
None el any inlubition m andeehin-

ing the lastorwal and gu)gr;mhicui
linkage between the two nesghbours.,
It showed also how much can be done
in tackling common porblcs,
bypassing the respective povern-
ments, who may, because of various
political compulsions, not always be
willing to deal even with pressing is-
suLs.

Sccond, the conference brought
oul the fact that despite some of the
academic walfle inevitable tngath e
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ings of this kind, cconomists, social
scientists and legal experts are
capuble of talking in practical and
concrete terms aboul problems with
which they feel really involved.

In large numbers

Third, the conference relreshingly
showed the large number of intel-
ligent, articulate and committed
young people that work in our
acadomie and development nstitu-
tions bul many ol whom have
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and voluntarily devoting their time
and encrgy. This fact was acknow-
ledged by Mr. Anil Agarwal of
India’s Centre lor Scicnce and En-
vironment -- which, together with the
World Conscrvation Union (TUCN),
Pakistan, sponsored the Lahore Con-
ference -- who thought that Pakistan
had an cdge over lmﬁa inthisrespect,

Filth, the conference fully brought
oul the link between politics and the
cnvironment, between environment
and democracy. The advances made
by India in the ficld, particularly the
popular movements there such as the
Chipko agitation, owe much 1o the
uninterrupted democratic politics in
that country and the conscquent
strengthening of mass consciousness
of civil rights. The legal framework
being gradually evolved there to
protect the environment was also for-
celully outhned.
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shunncd publicity or prefered to
write their own fittle tracts rather
Uy newspaper articles and are
therelore not wellknown, There s
much talent wailing to be tapped, if
only the various toveruments could
look over the heads of party loyalists.

Fourth, the conlerence revealed
how many of Pakistan’s senior
cconomists and other professionuls
are deeply interested in environmen-
tal work, to which they e willingly
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Lastly, the conference began on
time, almost --not a mean achieve-
ment in terms of the drill that has
come o mark such events,

Begum Bhutto

It was inaugurated by Senior Mini-
ster Begum Bhutto, who talked of
man’s ability 1o increase his own
misery by interfering with the en-
vironnicnt. She emphasised the need
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for sustainable development, and
pointed out that complex sociul,
cconomic and political issues were
intermixed with this in both in India
and Pakistan. But this very com-
plexity, the Minister said, underlined
the need for exchange ol information
and co-operation.

Her inaugural address was
preceded by the reading out of ames-
sage from the President, who also
urged the need for information co-
ordination for contiguous arcas like
India and Pakistan.

Mr. Qasim Ali Shah, Minister of
State for the Environment - the liest
in Pakistan’s history --, hoped that the
conferenee would hielp tn the framing
ol a practical environmental policy.

Dr. Kamla Chaudhry spoke on be-
hall of the Indian delegates and siid
that the two critical assues tor the
1990s were reduc-
tion of poverty and
the preservation of
natural resourccs,
both of which wore
linked. She said
India and Pakistan
should understand
the international
cconomic lorees
working against
their interests and
which aggravated
problems like en-
vironmental
degradation. She
sard: "We must
lcarn from cach
other rather than
from Washington
or anywhere ¢lse.”

Dr. Pervez
Hasan, Dcputy

sidered at a summit towards the end
ol 1990,

Pancl discussions

Alter the inaugural session, which
was chaired by Syed Babar Al the
conference went into pancl discus-
stons and set up working groups.
Paperswere read on several popular
conscrvation projects alrcady
familiar 1o Viewpoint readers. The
projects included the Chipko move-
ment in [ndia - in which forest
dwellers ol Utterhhand clung to trecs
to sine them lrom the axe in a
humble, non-violent protest -- and

the self-help project in Karachi un-
dertaken by Dr. ARhtar Hamid
Khan, who regretted the fact that
everyvone remembered Orangi as the!'
place where Karachi's trouble had

cial gain. -
Scveral social issucs came up --
such as the changes brought in
Pakistan's northern areas f)y the
building of the Karakoram Highway
and the cffeet of migration on the en-
vironment: people moving to wark in
anothcer cily or town, it was argued,
had no commitment to the environ-
ment of the host city. It was stressed
that there should be local solutions to
cnvironmental problems, and the
lack ol data on populations uprooted

~ by the building of the Mangla, Tar-

bela and Chashma dams was
regretted. The possible effcets of the
Kalubagh Dam were ably discussed
by Dr. Junaid Ahmad, who pointed
out that the foreign consultants had
asserted that there would be no en-
vironmental problems in the im-
mediate vicmity but failed to reckon
with the cllects
hundreds of miles
away -- like the pos-
sible submersion of
Nowshera,

M.C. Mchta from
India outlincd 4he
lepal advances made
by cnvironmentalists
in India and said that
a number of writ peti-
tions had been sue-
ceasfully moved in the
hich courts, and the
remark ol retired Jus-
tice P.N. Bhagwati --
who joined the con-
ference on the third
day to dcliver a
nusterly exposition of
the legalaspect of en-
vitconmental work --
that the right to life

Chairman of the Childrenactavicindeor atthe Natwama School, Pinner, Middlesex, shich aimsshould include the

IUCN Environ- .
mental Law Com-
mission, Pakistan, and once of the
moving spirits*behind the con-
ference, said: "We have a comman
history, a common geoeraphy, and |
hope that conumon’solutions will also
be found to common problems.”

In his keynote address, he referred
to the growth of environmental con-
scipusness in Pakistan and said that
this had emerged "as a reaction to the
negleet of our dectsion-makers”
while pursuing devetopment plan-
ning.

SAARC Scerctary-General Am-
bassador Bhargava spoke particulas -
ly of the link between environmental
degradation and oatural divder,
Hesad a SAARC strategy was under
preparation that would be con-
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(o fuse creativine with environmentul awarciess.

begun but no one acknowledged that
once the shun had been renewed, un-
restin the locality subsided,

Duringy the paper-reading sessions
and the discussions that Tollowed,
many points were thrown up. For ex-
ample, how women depend most on
their immediate environment for sus-
tenance and therefore suffer most
from cnvironmental degradation.
How developraent cuulgl cncourage
degradation was highlighted by a
speaker from India who said that
whon 0 years apo there were only
300 Kilometres of roads in Himachel
Pradesh, no one bothered to cut trees
heeause theee was no way of
teasporting e tunles for sale; now,
with roads all over, trees were being
felled an farge numbers for commer-

right Lo clean air was

quoted and re-
quotcd. Pakistani activists were
urged 1o use the legal weapon.

With regard to urban preservation
and upgradation, the word "plaza”
may nol have been mentioned, but
the point was made that the spoilers
ol cily environment were ofien linan-
cially and politically powcrtlul
people, and that the sanctity attached
to private property was basic to the
problem ol the deterioration of our
citics. ’

Desertilication

Desertification too was touched
upon and the market Torees pressing,
upon descit economies, with pa
tcular reference to Thar, outlined.
The need for a framework [or the un-
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could, I submit, include the follow-

ing;

gl) Support for national conserva-
tion strategies -- As noted, Pakistan’s
experience in lormulating its Nation-
al €onservation Strategy has been a
happy one. We should open a
dialopue in this repard with Tndia and
benelit from its efforts and ex-
perience in evolving its conservation
stralegy. '

(2)  Regional environmental
secretariat -- lodia and Pakistun
should institutionalize their response
to environmental matters by support-

ing the setting up of a permanent

SAARC or Pakistan- India
Scerctariat Tor Environmoental Al-
fairs. This Sceretariat should provide
support to the various national ¢f-
forts and help evolve arcas for
regional co-operation. Such a
scerclarial, among others things,
could prepare and implement plans
for disscminating environmental
awarcness with particular cmphasis
on grass root levels; provide a data
basc cncompassing well- rescarched
and systematically collected informa-
tion on various environment related
ficlds; develap regional standards of
pollution control including cmission
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cases: a Bombay slum where waste-water is in contact with water used for

* drinking and washing,

levels for industries and automobiles;
develop training programmes for the
reeion's  environmental  ad-
ministrators and scieatilic man-
power; collect and disseminate infor-
mation on national legislation on ¢n-
vironmental matters; prepare model
stitures in specific arcas such as
wildlile protection and magine pollu-
tion; colleet, reeeive and provide in-
formation regarding certain national
environmental efforts; and publish a
joural highlichting the sub-continen-
tal elforts and problems in environ-
mental [elds.

(3) Support to existing regional of-
forts -- Indin and Pakistan should
strcapthen the elforts of the South
Asia Co-operative Environment
Peogramme (SACEP) already active
in the region.

() Trans-boundary activitics -- Ef-
forts should be made o highlight ac-
tivities that have a trans-boundary
environmental tmpact. Such ac-
tivitics could be co-ordinuted to ef-
[ect optimal protection to the
repion’s shared resourees, People of
both the countries should e made to
realize the common legacy and their
abiliy to pullute cach other's en-
vironment. The mvers are one com-

mon resource which could be saved
from polluton by the joint elforts of.
the co-riparian States and their
peoples. Similar joint efforts can be
madc in other areas.

(5) Environmental impact assess-
ment -- Particularly when an activity
in one country is likely to have a
dircet alfect on the environment of a
ncighbour or on the region, stch ac-
tivity must only be undertaken with
duce consideration of the interests ol
the affected partics. The Environ-
mental Impact Assessment ol
projects should develop a regional
rather than merely a national
perspective.

(6) Project financing -- A salutary
developmentinrecent years hasbeen
the increasing emphasis against ¢n-
vironmetal dcgrajalinn in the lend-
ing policics of international and
regional financial institutions such us
the World Bank, International
Finance Corporation, Asian
Development Bunk and Eximbunk of
Japan. A condition in the lending
rangements is that the project being
financed shall be designed con-
structed and operated so as to avoid
adverse elfects on the environment
This trend, il encouraged, will ap-
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By Our Staff Reporter

LAHORE—Secretary-General
of South Aslan Associntion for Re-
glonal Cuoperation (SAARC), K
K. Bhargava has observed that dis-
cussion on bilateral problems and
contentious issues at the SAARC
forum would be counter-produc-

tive,

tion here on Saturdav, the Secret-
ary-General of SAARC stated that
regional cooperation flourished in
peaceful circumstances and main-
tained that the SAARC agenda
excluded discussions on contenti-
ous issues.

Dispelling the impression that

had failed to make any substantial
effect, he pointed out the major
initiatives and work done in the
field of regional cooperation le
said the SAARC had proposed a
| number of plans to mect the basic
'l needs in the year 1990, of the

" Inan exclusf % m)k mch 1he Na-

unlike the ASEAN, the SAARC

NaHW‘ 1?7

SAARC does not dlSCUSS o

17-1- %

people in the region opening nevl
avenues for cooperation '"“’M
the member countries.) ™

Mr K K. Bhargava sald many ime
portant initiatives had been taken
in socio-economi¢ and cultural
fields. The initiatives included es-

tablishment of regional centreg

for human resources develop-
ment, cooperation among ‘the
countries in reducing environmen-
tal pollution and working for the
provision of basic needs, he added.

See back - page ' g

ek

contentious i lSSlleS—Bhargavai
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Bhargava " ,‘2
Continued from puge I *+ i«

He said the ASEAN had made
less progress than the SAARC and
pointed out the areas In which the
work had already begun. He said
the member states had decided to
set up a food urity reserve for
the countries '’ facing' famine
\ threat.. Agriculture Information
Centres would also be set up to
help coordlnau economtc growth,
_he added.

He said the SAARC was also
working on regiopal concessions
for tourism. He 'was” optimistic
about the results of these modest
steps lnd immvemon&‘tn other
areas.,

He ;hborqled | qumber of
other fields . which = required
mutual efforts from the member
countries, including a joint plan
for the provision of cleui drinking
water for the people.

Referring to cultural links, Mr
Bhargava said all member states
have agreed to provide closer gul-
tural links. About travel difficul-
ties between India and Pakistan
be said he would take up the mat-
ter with Indian Government and
use his influence to solve this
problem.

He said SAARC provided an op-
portunity for informal discussions
and underscored the need for a
sophisticated approach to make
SAARC a success. He called upon
the media to play its role in
educating the people about the
points the member countries
shared with each other. He said
media could help in ‘accentuating
the development by highlighting
good things happening in the re-
spective countries.

The Secretary-General said the

problems which divide India and
Pakistan ' when discussed on
SAARC platform wopuld be
counter-productive. He also stres.
sed that the SAARC should not be
made a case of undue optimism in
solving the regional {ssues.
He sald India being a big
brother realised its respon.:
sibilities and has made initintives
to help other countries.
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Conference on environment

The miracle at
Orangi

FIOM OUR SPECIAL
REPRESENTATIVE

LAHORE - 1 you had visited
Orangi seven or eigh! years sgo
you would huve (ound cach and
every lune ina fow nship of alimost
une nullion pupulation filthy,
because there  was o
arranpement for sunitation. If you
go (here now vou will have
ditlicudty in finding a fiithy lane =
Thus, D Akhtar Hameed Khan,

The story of tus transtormation
1 one of the world's largest slum
colonies wav tald by Dr Akhtar
Hameed {han, he head and
moving speaat of the Ol Pilot
Project, in ns own words aid in
s own style, i Lahore Thursday
evetnry He was giving, the second
of the three Jectures orgatsed by
the Enviconmental Frotection
Society  of  Pakistan as  an
exteision of the Ldia Pakistaa
Conference on the Envirammen!
curtently bewng held in the mity

Qrangt town was buill by low-
income people drawn from
different ethaie streaimns who bid
biought state tand from DALALS
chrokers ) and had spent (heir own
money to build poorly designed
houses  with the  help of
confractors The masons bl
provided (for bucket latrines and
irregular open drains for disposal
of waste water.

The challenge faced by lhe

Urang Priot Praject, set ag willh
BCCI support, was o giyve Orangt
A modern samtation systesn, that
is, flush datrmes and covered
sewerage channels

The OPP set up a veseared und
extension centre for desiams low
cost material and equipped with
essential survey st However, it
was nob casy to convert the ||-mr-h'
Lo ecept the view st v dead of
veaiting (o an oflien! ageney

ovide 4 saniation system, the

ouse-owners should provile tor
santiation  with  their gan
recourves and through thew own
ribiglivge

The approach lo comitunity
muhilisaion was used 1o break
down Ui peychobnil, comimnie,
tecthmplogieal aod socndogical
bacviers to wpgradation o
sell elfort ook sevoragl nonths
L cauviwe the vesibyibn Ut
uiess ey ok matiers in theie
own hands  the dlisenee ol
acrangement for dispusal of
human secretion and waste waler
would contiiue o pase o aiints
hazard kebealth and divngape ther
property. Social proup. were
rasaed around ane achivist per
lane .

The Beak el was e liesad
when bise owners i one fane
agreed Lo gave the proposal a Ly,
Onee ths was done, people Jiving
w other lanes quickly follpeed st
and Orangs hecame a model of
sel{-deveivpmeot The OPP anly
provided support services, abvee
ind catalybie agenls o socnl
miobdization whide the poor peapile,
who had already bl twmg
houses with ther own resuirees
over a bnel perisl of 15 vears,
were able to javest over fis 40
million on giving twenselves a
et samtution syrlem

Earlier in the day the Indis
Pakistan Canferepee on the
Environcmot  contimnel s
warking sewsions The surmng
session  was  devoled  lo
presentation of papers onmei s
role inenvironment, strategog 1
sustainabile development aie tr_.nl
vights, The second seaan o the
day way devaled Wexamuiabion of
spetibic areas of eaviraimentad
conger, *

The post lunch
laken up dis 1o
par pants o 1ssues of concern
and  strategies ol autual
caaperation  The parlicipants
woere divded pte six weiking
Rroups and each groug disessod
nlra region and nler region
couperationin the areas of coieei
whentihed it big e
reconunvidilions of e oo bang
groups will be ket up by the
enpferenee tudivy VF g

The [ist Jectine < el Ly
FES0 was ebiovied  on
Werdnenibay by At 8 leynh el
P e die ook sanig: wend
ko s e ko Al et

The third aond fimal Pamsap
Jectme L e puabd bbb s oy
by My dusticoe BB N Ve
Saturday at 11 at the Kana

W wis

Hall of the {ahore THh Court ’./

The Pahistan Times, Saturday »OMfimber 16, ‘9

Dr. Akhtar Hameed Khan delivering his lecture on the “Case study of Ovamgl Piot Project” in Labore on Thursday
< — ————————
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INDIA — PAKISTAN
CONFERENCE

ON THE

iPEC  ENVIRONMENT

CECEMSER 19809

LANORL: An Indian cusitomnentalist, Me LS Singh textreme right) speaking at the Indis-Pakistan
conterener on environment. on Thursday ot u local hotel.—Dawn photo

Favitonment protection
Electronic media
urged to highlight

Pawan b abme Boicau

P B i was presided vver
by NI Ehomios Mathow, Secretary-
Gl of e Wardd Waldlife
Foondde T wlule tive environ-
wentabinis prcSented then DPapers.

M R Soeh of che hddan
iy of Lorests and Environ-
et has asddiges op “protecied
diear, g cane satady o the Tndian
Vot s oo progee Tt el hisw
e bbs onvitommentalisis had
tensit saidh then ganver noent and
secdreds as protected wreas, 67
wathmal parks T widife
AN, TR hiosphere

oveives b BT tger reserves for
P e cies of the Indian
it
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v nsal comee v ey e bt as
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Mo ey A Shyam
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Moo NS Papwa’s paper on
Wb e ol gates ted areas™
worre i s adende by another
Tinhae onmvponmentahist, Mr
Mukhat e

WORKING GROUPS: Later, the
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Environmental Wa;am
hazards must end "/

By Our Staff Reporter

LANORE  While mmaupurating
the Pakistan-India conference on
environment here on Wednesday,
Senior Minister Bepum  Nusrat
Bhutto observed that the experts
of the two countries should sit to-
gether more often to work out the
solutions to the environmental
hazards threatemuog the two coun-
tries.

The three-day conference is
being held by the World Conserva-
tion Union of Pakistan and the
Centre for Science and Envivon-
ment of India. Experts from both
the countries will deliver lectures
during coming sessions.

In her address, Begum Bhutto
satd the environment as a subject
had emerged as @ major global
issue in the recent veors She bes
lieved that acidification of hand
and water, deforgstation, sotl Joss
and extinction of species were the
factors which showed that human
demand was exceeding cenviton

mental support capacities.
She was of the opinion that this
problem had occurred because of
Sue Back par
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Ms Kamitu Chaudhry adidressing [ndia-Paksean Conference on the Environment Sutting on the stage :

are Ainud Din Siddigi, Dr Mahboob-ur-Rehman, Sved Qasim Shah, Mr Bhargva and Begum Nusrat
Bhutto. —5Suaff photo.

- Environmental hazards

Contmured from page | were  contiguous  hetween  the

muai s ntelerning with the natural
provesses and causing damage to
it The concern Lor envitonment
s genine and calls far o change
in aur behaviour towards 11" she
cominented.

Apert Trom unuaal chmatic
changes and deplenion ol Qrone
layer, stie sad the countries hike
Pakistan wire sullerog from s
wes resulong bom vatural ge
sources depletan and  eavirou-
mental detenaraton due o o
peculivr demographig, socal and
cultural sy<rems These countries
were confronimg probicms like
poor sanitation, drinking water
contamination and  high infant
mottzlity rates

"We necd vigorous policies on
eoviconnental ssues” she ge
marked and added that the gov
Croment was paving special atien
toon to the row g environmental
cards, She sud i was imposcant
G W shaout the tescarch which
had alivady been dune by yos
crumental and nun governmental
otgasatcas  thronghout  the
wiild,

She sid sustamable develop
medt was a complex concept and
wvnlved  eculogical, sucial end
veont sustaipability. Whele o
g e casy o formulate phins
1was dithicudt to nmplement tiem
becanne the two goals of sustaina
ble development, survival of the
people and of the species, were not
whwans companhle “This wvery
complesity af the problem makes
the mutua) exchanpe of know-
tedpe essential,” she added

She belivved that the role of the
governiment an o thys aphill sk
wonld ner be cvonph and the con
techution ol non govetnmental o
gantsatons was vital for achieving
the objecuve

Ishag's messape

President Ghulam Ishag Khan,
in his message for the occasion,
observed that ar the end of the
twenuethcentuey the worltb s cons
tronung a dicadlal casvonmental
vty CHhe cvidence of s ae
cumulates wish daunting pecd
from deseraboation i Sabwl ta
forest deciine in Ewrope; {rom
buriing Searth Asncnican rain
torests to Ozone hole pver Antace-
tica, the hist seems endless, In the
face of such evidence. awareness
of s wlobal crsis has spread
from the < s iconmental und scien
tilic fnnge to mainstream con-
seiousnes " he and.

The Pressdent behiesed that 1o
halt tassive injuiy to the carth's
eavicunment,  mobdisation  of
political will, mernational coup
eratiom and financial resources
were requited T reguiies a v
wn that tanscends borders and
subordinates the ainterest of indi
vidual nations to that of humanity
at lacge

At w o cgional devel, he

countries ol the vegion, such as
Pakistan and India, there was a
defiute need to exchange intor-
mation and work jomntly 6 con
serve the tesources and uillise
them with the minimum risk of an-
vironmintal pollution.

SAARC Scuretary General, Mr
R K Bhargva, in hus address, ob-
served that alinost all the (oun-
ties i the region were exposed
to these thivats which only 1oft be-
hind atrand of human miseries and
had wncrcasingly been neuitahs
ing thewr elforts to improve the
quality of hile ol the peoples.

During the Katmandu Summn,
he said, the SAARC leaders had
expressed then concern uver the
continuing degradation of the en
vironment @nd unusual nccur-
ences of floods, droughts, land.
shides, cyclones and tidal waves in
the region On the request of -the
SAARC members, a group ol reg
ional experts finalised the objec
tives, erms of reference and the
methodology for the study which
should be jcady Tor submission w
the SAARC Summit in 1190

He said that u group of nanonal
coordinators had already linalised
the format for conducting studies
at national levels wiuch would
subsequently be integrated into
regional study and plan ol action

He categorically staed that
etological problems, environmen
tal degradation and natw sl disas
teis dud pot recogmise putiendl
Dindunies in South Avia. An in
tepiated regional approach cauld
alwir achieve economy of scale,
shiring of ane another's data,
krivwledge and research expert-
voce and opumum wrilisaion of
SLaree ourcos

Minmster of Staie tor Food and
Agriculture Dr Mehboobur Re-
hman n his address said that
Pakistan and India were bath fac-
ing similar problems. The increas-
e populattons  and  excessive
utihisation of natural resouvrces
had staried retarding the sustain.
ahle development. The area under
natural torests was on the decling
and wildlite was dwindhing sand
natural areas were shrinking This
indicated that the desirable re-
lationship between the people and
resources had been upset

Apart from being the source tor
turl wood, the sigmiticarce of il
forests in maintaining the produc
vty of the area by soil und water
conseryation could not be undere
stimated

State Minister for Envitumment
Syed Qoasim Alt Shah suud envison-
ment situation was deteriorating
shuarply and appropriate steps on
emergency hasis were required to
halt thus trend

Quoting a tecent survey con
ducted by the government, he said
that 1n Pakistan 40 per cenr vl the
wten was wiinhabited out of which
42 milhon wn ferdle sod sww
G
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environment conference

By ADIL NAJAM

.Will Maneka Gandhi come?
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LAHORE, Dec. 12: The India-
Pakistan Conference on the In-
vironment (IPEC) begins in La-
hore on Dec. 13, The First of irs
kind, the conference will bring
together the best environmental
experts and activists from both
sides of the Wagha to discuss the
many environmental challenges
that the two countries ftace.
Maost  participants, including
many names well known globul-
ly for their environmental activi-
ties and concerns, have already
arrived in Lahore, the cultural
Capital of Pakistan. For the next
four days it would become the en-
vironmental capital of the coun-
try. However, the arrival of the

hconference’s most interesting pae-
uticipant is still not certain. Mane-

lka

Gandhi, the late Prime

Drrrermman rrussain, the Aneosre
General Manager Shoaib Sultan

. whose projects in the Northern

Arcas ot Pakistan are an example
of how the participatory ap-
proach to development can actu-
ally be put to practice, Syed Ayub
Quiub who is involved in the
preparation of a National Conser-
vation Strategy for Pakistam, Dy,
Junaid Ahmad and Akhrar
Hameed Khan who is architect ot
the success of the Commila
Project and the Orangi Pilot
Project.

The Conference will Lust four
days during which a number of
papers will be discussed and in
depth discussions held on the en-
vironmental problems and con-
cerns faced in the two countries
and the approaches taken to solve
them.

—

Ninister Indira  Gandhi’s
davghter-in-liw, who has recent-
Iy bevn appointed India’s Minister
for the Environmerit and Forests
in V.P. Singl's first cabinet has
reportedly expressed a desire to
attend the conterence but her

participation, or otherwise, has
yet to be confirmed requiring the
clearance of many protocol
hurdles.

« The organisers of-the confer-
ence hope that she might be able
to arrive by the closing of the
conference which is scheduled for
the 16th of December and is to be
presided over by Pakistan's
Minister for the Environment,
Syed Qasim Ali Shah. The IPEC
which 1s jointly organised by In-
dia’s Centre for Science and the
Environment (CSE) and the In-
ternational Union for the Conser-
vation of Nature and Natural
Resources (TUCN) will be opened

by Secnior Minister Nusrat
Bhutto.
About 35 experts from India in-
See Page 6
-
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‘Indo-Pak environment

conference

By ADIL NAJAM

. Will Maneka Gandhi come?
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vironment (IPEC) begins in La-
hore on Dec. 13, The First of its
kind, the conference will bring
together the best environmental
experts and activists trom both
sides of the Wagha to discuss the
many environmental challenges
that the two countries face.
Most  participants, including
many names well known global-
ly for their enviromuental activi-
ties and concerns, have already
arrived in Lahore, the cultural
Capital of Pakistan. For the next
tour days it would become the en-
vironmental capital of the coun-
try. However, the arrival of the

hconference's most interesting par-
uticipant is still not certain. Mane-

Itkka Gandhi, the late

Prime

Drrrermman rrussann, uie AR o
General Manager Shoaib Sultan

. whose projects in the Northern

Arcas ot Pakistan are an example
of how the participatory ap-
proach to dev clupm(nt can acti-
ally be purt to practice, Syed Ayub
Quiub who 15 involved in the
preparation of a National Conser-
vation Strategy for Pakistam, Dr,
Junaid Ahmad and Akhrar
Hameed Khan who is architect ot
the success of the Connnila
Project and the Orangi Pilot
Project.

The Conference will last four
days during which a number of
papers will be disenssed and i
depth discussions held on the en-
vironmental problems and con-
cerns faced in the two countrics
and the approaches taken to solve
them.

—

Gandhi’s

Indira
davphter-in-law, who has recent-
Iy been appointed India’s Minister
for the Environmerit and Forests
in V.P. Singl’s first cabinet bas
reportedly expressed a desire to
attend the conterence but her

Ninister

participation, or otherwise, has
yet to be confirmed requiring the
clearance of many protocol
hurdles.

« The organisers of-the confer-
ence hope that she might be able
to arrive by the closing of the
conference which is scheduled for
the 16th of December and is to be
presided over by Pakistan's
Minister for the Environment,
Syed Qasim Ali Shah. The IPEC
which 1s jointly organised by In-
dia's Centre for Science and the
Environment (CSE) and the In-
ternational Union for the Conser-
vation of Nature and Natural
Resources (IUCN) will be opened

by Scnior Minister Nusrat
Bhutto.
About 35 experts from India in-
See Page 6
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