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* I want to focus atiention on. one particular  activity
which i{s fundamental to providing . for the basic needs of
eur people. 1 refer to our trees and forests- Indeed, irees
bave a bearlng on a number of our economic needs and
ngwth capaciiies. ) .

This is so precisely because of the wide ranging pur
poses served by trees and forests to all living- beings. They
are .capital assets always and have contributed from time
immemorial to economic and social activities of the commu-
nity in various ways. An individual tree is a- family asset
and trees in a local community are a source of food, fuel
fodder, fertilizer, and bulldmg maLenal ; 2

“Our great ‘natural and exotic forests play a fundamen-

tal role in our agrarian economy by protecting water-sheds,.

lessening the run-off rate of rivers, ensuring soil fertlhty
and oproviding the habitat for. both wild life and the fast
depleting genstic plant resources, Man-made plantations

especially rubber - often covering hundreds of thousand acres:

in this part of the world also play the function of forests,
and _perform a. v1tal role 1n the eco-system,
>

For Teasons well known to you, the forests and trees
Jhavewbeen ‘exploited without any . consideration to the ill-
effec such exploitation would cause to the environ-
ment and to our resource base.

All developing countries in South ‘Asia are well aware
of the-chaos and calamifies caused by the rape of our
forests, for whatever reasons. be it the greed of the rich
or the need of the poor. Developing countries are now allo-
cating considerable sums of money, though too little, for
the resurrection. maintenance and judicious expansion : of
forest cover in keeping with the needs of- ecological and
_econamic requirements of the nations. concerned

this, we have a coincidence of a common interest
from the developed countries.. from whoms therefore it
would be possible to expéct the strongest financial support.
Mos. temperate climate countries have depleted their
forest; already and developed countnes are  extremely keen
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suppoiters of global efforts in the maintenance and . comr
solidation of forest cover.

There is concern as to mamta.mmg the levels of car-
bon dioxide and in conserving the ozone layer, in both of
which trees play a vital balancing role. This interest of the
developed countries is. one of these rare symbiotic rela-
tionships in which giver and taker are both beneficiaries-

In view of the high priority © allocated to this subject
both by the developed and developing worlda. I wish to
place before this- council a proposal. I wish ta propose that
the Year 1988 be designated The Year of Trees For South
Asia, so that from now nn we can resolve o aevelop in each
of cur couniries programmes of nceded scale and practical
value, which could be implemented with assistance from
developed countries and international agency sources, in

order that this lost camtal asset is restored to the requlred'

status.
I have no doubt that if we resolve to undertake - this

world community too may adont this model for replication

; elsewhere

: Examples of rehabilitation of forests are many in South
‘Asia and elsewhere.. Qutside South Asia, perhaps I may
point to a remarkable exercise that China -has  completed
under a family programme ‘of planting 2,000 million trees
last year. Even allowing for lapses in mamtalmng them it

does - constitute a nhenomenal achievement. This apart, dur--

ing ‘the 70, China completed under state and official aus*

- picies, what must ‘have been one of the most spectacular

tree and forest planting programmes underfaken. The vil
Jage and social forestry programmes in some states in In-
dia are in a different way a spectacular example .of what
can be achieved..
+ At the same time, in many places in our reglon the
ravages of mountain- slopes as in Nepal and erosion from
the coastal areas, and the denunding of the forests go on.
We need in South Asia the launching of a great redemp-
tive . programume, as an urgent and vital - initiative to save
the depleting forest asset and to launch out on rapid re-
aforrestation programmes.

The programme for us in SACEP will involve national
level thinking and planning. = As ¥ mentioned, it is not
simply environmental, economic and developmental. It will

tmon . knowledge and  experience in the environmenfal, eco-
nomic and social aspects of forestry. It should involve ex-
changing research data, seed material and various other
aspects of a successful national, regional and  possibly,
global project-

1 am. making this proposal, especially in view of the
fact. that a co-operative effort will enhance and . accelerate
this vital activity. ¥t may also perhaps become an outstand-
ing symbol of our collaboratlve will and spirit in SACEP.
I commend this to you in  all earnestness and  hope
that, after your deliberations. and appropriate  refinements

"programme with determination and professionalism, the °

. also give opportunities for an involved sharing of our com- .

and formulation, you will consider the declaration = of the-

year 1988 as The Year of Trees For South Asia and set
out its targets " and the mcumbent responsibilities for
SACEP members, 980 =¥




