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Lands and Mabha- ¢
well Minister Gamini |
Dissanayake yester-'|
day proposed that
deslgnated
"Thf; year of the trees .
Tor South Asia”,

The Minister, who!
Ppresided on the
second day at  the |
Goverping
Council meeting, sald
the adoption® of his
proposal’ would - help
the governments of ;
the reglon to under-
take massive iree
plantgtlon programmes.

The following . are
some excerpts from
his speech,

“I am ..ée'rtain. that
at thls meeting. you,
will be deliberating on

many lmportant |s-
sues, of the present
and the future, as

they must be of deep
concern to us in our.

_Tespective countries, :
i ‘and also t,oget,her! as
members of this

" forests to all

. people. ' I refer to our

" deed,
" bearing- on a..number

pullding material,

South Aslan Communi-
ty. : ) i

© “In my presentation

today, I want tg
focus attention on one '
_Dparticular aetivity

which s fundamental
to providing for the
basie needs of our

trees and forests, In-
trges have - a

©f our economic needs
and growth capacities.
‘This 18§ so0 - precisely
because of the wide
ranging purposes serv-
ed by trees and :
lving ;-
deings, They are capi- | :
tal assets always and |-

. have contributed from

time  immemorial to '
ecopom|c  and soclal '
activitles of the com-::
munity in  various '
ways, An  ihdlvidual |

_..1fee is a family asset .
.. and trees,in a-

local
<ommunity are a
source of food, fuel l
fodder, fertilizer and

ey gy
MR

“known to you,
.forests and trees have . noy on we can resolve

‘out. any consideration gur

_developing

‘the need of the poor.

;and economic require-
. ments of the natons -
- concerned, )
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‘ Make 1988, the year .
~ of trees for South Asias-‘

—Gamini

“Our great natural | levels of carbon diox-
and  exotlc _forests 1de and In conserving
play & fundamental the".ozonelayer, in
role in our agrarian both-of which trees
ecopomy by protecting . Play a vital balancing
water-sheds, lessening Tole, This iInterest of
the run-off rate -~ of the developed coun-
rivers, ensuring . soil | tries:is one of-' .these

fertility and- provid- | rare . symblotic rela-
ing the habitat for | tonships “in  which
both wild life gnd the ' Blver and taker are
fast-depleting genetic ' both beneficiaries, -

plant resources, Man- “In view of the very
made Plant.auons €S high priority allocated
peclally rubber often. o this subject both by
coyering hundreds of\ tne developed and
thousand acres in this | developing world,

play the function . of this Council a propo-
forests,-and perform &~ ga1 I wish to propose
vital role in the eC0-" that the year 1988 " be
system, . designated The, Year
“For reasons - Well "o mrees - for  South
the - Asta, so that from

“been exploited wlith- | to develop in each of

! countries - pro-
to the ill-effects ' that grammes of needed
such exploitation scaple and  practical
would cause to - the vyalue, which could be
environment and to | jmplementéd with “as-
our resource base, All ! g'stance from develop-
countrles | ed countries and -in-
in South Asla’ gre well ' ternational - agency
awale of the chaos
and calamitles caused - this lost capital asset

by the rape of our | i restored to the re-
forests, for whatever | quireq status, I have

g ———— . - .
reasons, be {t the - no doubt that \f we

greed of the rich or

‘resolve to undertake

this programme with
lr?;;velo?;:g aountles are gdeterM}natiOn and
Bldex-:ble N :\f con; fprotes.s.onansm, et
money, th uni')ls t:o' R ey h
ttle, ' for *the fop carigbion e
G r ‘the resur- po. replication  else-
Tection, malntenance | Where :
and Judicioug expan- | ! f i p
' alosy OF ToPest. ‘cover |. ‘Examples of reha-
‘in keeping with  the ./ “ilitaton  of forests
fieas o) ecological are " "many {n South

Asla and elsewhere,
Outside South Asia,
perhaps I, may point

1 remark -
“In this, we have a.| el .

) ! Clge that China  has
‘colncAdence of g com- completed under a
:mon Interest from the | family programme of

developed countries, -

! lantt 2000 millig)
from whom, therefore, - panting o

trees last year, Even
ltt would be possible || alowing for  lapses
0 expect the . in maintaining  them
strongest Anancial "t does constitute a
support, Most tempe- pnenomenal achfeve- |
rate climate countries - ment, " This apart,
_?arve ‘ depleted - thetr during the 70's, China
orests already - and’ completed under state
developed .countries : ‘and official auspicies,
are  extremely keen , what must have been
strx;:port,efs of - . global ! one of the most spec-
efforts in ths main-  gacyr ee fores
tenance ang consoll- ! o i

l 1
datlon of  forest cover, e It

There is concern” 88
to. maintaining _ the

" Nepal

1
part of the world also | wish to place’ before’

sources, in order that

underteken, - .

; The Avmaae and so-‘

'cial forestry program- -

I mias {n some states inif
" Indig are in a differ

“
»
}

et ‘way & spectacular |

example of what can:
"be achfeved, At the
same time, In many

places in our ‘reglon
the ravages of moun- .
taln slopes, as n
and  éeroslon
ifrom the coastal areas.
and the denunding of

. the forests go on, We

need in South Aslg -
the launching of &
great redemptive pro--
gramme, as an ureent

and vital initiative to'

siwa. bhe  depleting
forest asset and  to
launch. out & rapid
reuforrestation pro-
prammes,

“The programme for |
us in SACEP will in- -
volve national level '
thinking and -plann-
ing, As I mentioned, ,
it is not simply envi-
ronmental, economic .
and - developmental, It |
will also glve. opportu-
wnitles for an Involved !

gharing of our com-

mon knowledge and -
experience in the !
environmental, econo- -

. Inf¢ and social aspects !
. of Iovestry, It

should
. jnvolve exchanging re-
| search data,. seed
"material and various .
other aspects . "of a
successful national,-
. reglonal and possibly,
global project,
“I am - making this
proposal, especially -in
" view of the fact that.
a co-operative effort
will enhance and ac-
celerate = this vital
activity, It may also
- perhapg become an
outstanding symbo! of
our collaborative will
! and spirit in SACEP, I
| .commend this to you
“in all earnestness and -
hope that, after your
dellberations and ap-
propriate refinements:
and - formulation, you,
will consider the dec-/
taration of the year,
1988 as The Year of
Treeg for South Aslg
and set out its targets
and  the {ncumbent
zsponsibllitles [ o r
SACEP members.”
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‘Gamini wants 1988

. named ‘Year of Trees' "

_for South Asia

‘Mr. .Gamini" “Di,ssanaya‘k'e, Minister  of Lands, Land

_Development and Mahaveli Development is expected to

" propose that the year 1988 should be declared the “Year of Trees
. far.: South  Asia™ at todey's - sessions of the “South' Asja -
~ Environment Co-operative Programme.

According toinformed sources, Mr. Dissanayake 'will propose
that projects and programmes should be formulated with the
-assistance of national and'international agencies for intensive
reformation of the region. | : )

Sources indicated that Mr. Dissanayake's objective is to . -

accelerate the pace of reforestation in the region which has been
disastrously denuded during the past two centuries. He is also
expected to make a strong plea for the development of social
forestry. o
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