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Make' 1988, the) year 
.~.. ; 

of trees for South Asia.. . 

-Gamin; 
-. - ._ . - .... :1 1 "'Is ( .. caiban dlOl(- I' Thevllla8e and so- ' 

Land.$ and Malta- "Our 8J'ea.t natural, eve .0 ' Cia} forestry progra - .,m
and exotic .!orest~ Ide. a nd 'n. conaerVI~g I n 'p,s tn some states m'l 
'Play a fu ndamental the ' · ozonChllahyer, t en . 11'ldla. a.;e In a. dlfCl:r. . 

'Well 	 Minister Gamlnt ! 
Dtssanarake rester-' Ian 	 both· or we re s ta I \

role In OUr agrar play a vita l balancJ.ng (: t t WaY a spec cu ar I<lay proposed that economy by protecting .r Ie Thl~ Interest ot c ....mple of what can ·1 
1988 be des l~ated water-6heds. less nlng ~ . d J coun b~ a.chleved. At the . 

the run-off rate of t Ie . tve;~e~t .. thes~ sume time, In manY''The year or the trees I r ivers, ensurlng . soli tr es . S m I t l : rela- places In our ·reglon . 
for SOuth Asia", fert1Jlty and · provtd- , r a re hi sy b.~ c Which the ravages ot moun-: 

The' Minister,. Who I tng the habitat for I tlons PS to.: r taln slopes, as in . 
both 	wild !tfe and the giver andfi I ~ are Nepal and eroBlon

llreslded on the I fas t-depleUng genetic' both ben e c ar \ls, . from the coastal areas. 
Eecond day at the I plant r_esourc~, Man- "In view of the very find the denundlng or 
SACEP Governin g . m ade p lantations eS- h igh prlorlty allocated the rorests go on. we 

peclally rubber otten. to th!s subject both by need In South Aala . · Council meeting, said I 
covering hundreds or I \ t he devetoped a nd the launching of a ' 

.the adoption 01 his I thousand aCres In th1.s , developing world, I ' great redemptive pro-., 
proposal' would · help par~ of t he world also ! wLs h to p lace before gramme, as an UrBent I 

I1laY the function . of thLs Council a propcr . and v1tal Ini t iative tothe governments of : forests. and perform a ~" s al. I Wish t o prop.ose .5Jwa. it1tl depleting
the region to under- , Vital role . in the eco-·· . that th e year 1988 '. be forest aSset and to 
·t ake massiVe tree .system.. .', ; deslin a ted The , Year hunch . out .a ~p1d 

"For 	realions . .~el1 l' of Trees . for South -~aforrestat:on pro-plantation programmes. '. known to you, the .. Asia so that from krammes. 
forests and trees have. now' on we can' resolve "'The programme tor.;

The following are been exploited wlth- I to develop In each of Ua In SACEP will In- . 
~ome excerpts. from . out. e.riy consideration OUr coun~I~' pro- "olv e national level' 

to 'the llI-ertects' that . grammes of n eeded tll i nklng a nd., plann­big speech... . 	 ' t I d P actlcal d 
such explo. at on SCale a n r lng. As I mentlone" 

"I am .certa ln that would cause to the value which could pe lL Is not simply envl- : 
8t this meet.l,ng . YOu . environment and. to. i Impl~mE:llted with .as- ronmental, economic . 
will be dellberatlng on' our resourge base. All ' s:stance from develop- nnd developmen tal. n j 
mallY Important I - develoJ)lng' countries I ed countries a nd .In- '....m also give opportu­
6ues of th e presen t . 1n South Asia' are well ternatlonal . agency t Ji tles for an .Involved iand' the 	 fu ture, a.s . t h . I 0 der th a t 

aware of he c aos sources, n r . I-. aring of our c;om­
they must be o( deep and calamities caused' this lost capital asset mon knowledge and ' 
concern to us In OUr · by the rape oC our ~ Is .restored to the re; experience . In the : 
respective countries, .' forests, for whatever I qlllre.d status", ~ ~av environmental, econo- . 
and also together, as reaSOns, be it the , no d oubt· that If we. Illic and social aspects ; 
members of ' this greed of .the r ich or . r esolve 'to undertake : Of forestry. It shoUld 
.south M !an Communl- .. the need of the poor. this programme .w1th 1nvolve exchanging re­
ty, 	 Developing counties are : determination and ' 6earCh data, . seed 

"In my presentat.ton:. now allocat1ng con- : llrofess:onallsm, the· material and various . 
t oday, I Want tq s ldel'able sums of . . world communlt)" .too ut.her aspects . of a 
foc us attention on one' money, though too may adopt t liis mOdp.I successful national.-­
particular actIvity little, fOr' the resur- lor replication elst'- . regional and po.sslbly, 
whIch \5 fun da mental r ection, maintenance I",\,nrrp. . glohal project.. 
t o prOViding ~or the a nd Judicious expan- I.' 'Examples of reha- "I am ' making thls 
basic needs of .our slon of forest .cover Ibilltaton Of forests proposal, especially In 
peop1e.. · I reter to our . In keePing with the · are" many 1n South . view or the fact that 
trees and forests,. In- n eeds of I ecologlcal ASia and eLseWhere, a co-operatlve effort 

· d eed, tr~es IlaVe . a . and economIc tequlr&o Outs1de South ASia. wiJl enhance and ac­
· bearing ·· on a ... number . mimts or the !lations. perhaps I, may point celerate' this v1tal 
<If our economic needs . concerned" 1 to a remarkable exer- aCtivity. It may also 
and .growth capad Ues .. 1 "In this" we have a : cise that Chlna has '.perhaps become an 
-r'h!& Is ~o . pr~cLsely colnc:ctence o! a ClOm- ' comPleted under a Ioutsta nding symbol of 
because .or th e wide '. mon In te:est from the . family programme or our collaboratlvew1\l 
ranging purposes serv- . developed cOUntries, ' planting 2000 mUliop . and spirit In SACEP. I 
ed br t rees an4; from whom, therefore, trees last year. Even i .eommend th is to you 
.:torests to 9011 lIv lnR 1.1t WOUld be possible '.] allowlni for lapses ' JI1 all earnestness and ' 
ibelnp,s. They are . caPI-I ·· to expect the In malntalnlni them hope th a t , after your 
Ital a~e ts always an d strongest financial' It does constitute a deliberations and ap­
have cont ri buted trom ,support . Most tempe- . p henomenal a chleve- proprlate refinements. 

,. 	 tune ImmemOrial to , ra te cl1ma~ COun t ries.' ment, . This apurt , lind. formulation, YOU. 
eCOnomiC; and :;oClal. have deple ted : their' , dUring the 70'S, China will consider the dec-I 
actlvltles of the- corn- . . forest.:; already and. completed under state laratlon of the year , 
munlf.y In . various . !leveloped <:oun tries ; ;and o!ftc' al ausplcles, 1988 as The Year ot 

I , 	 ways. .An li1 d lv ld ~al l are extremely keen : ' what m USt have been Trees for South AsIa 
1re.e is 0. tal.n \ly asset, suppor te rs of' . Blollal ; one of t he most spec- ulld set out It.s target&

\ and trees , In 0. local I efror~ In th ,.~ maln-. tacular tree and lorest ~.nd the incumbent 
. ~ommllnlty are a I tenance and coru;oll-' planting' programmes :;~;ponslbll1 ties f or 

·ource of food , CU.At. . "	 , c""", memben ' J~ 	 d dation or . orest cover. undertaken '--•• "'r . 
\ 	 1odder, fert1llze r an . There is cencern as '. 
1..:.: .. _";' l>UI1~I~ !;laterl~!:, .. _;.,....~, to . malnta6~1~8'_ ~~ 
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Gaminiwants 1988 
r , 

nam~d 'Year of.Trees'. k .' . 
for South Asia 

" 

, , '
I 

Mr, Gamini" Di;;sanayake, Minister of La nd:;, Llnd 
. Development a'nd Mahaveli Develop me nt is expected to 

" , . propose thatlhe yearj9 bR shou ld be dec lared the "Yea r of Trccs 
,fr;J L .' South Asia:' 'a t nJd II Y'> " c: ssions of tiJe S{)uth '.Asia. 
Environment Co - operative Pro!,;ramme 

According to info r med so urces, Mr. D i~ sa nayakewill propose 
that projects and program mes should be' formulated with the 

" assistance of national and' international agenc ie:; for intensive' 
reformation' of the, regi on . 

Sou rces indicated tha t Mr. Dissanayah.e's 0bjcctive is to 
accelerate the pace of refo r~ station inlhe region which IHis been 
disastrously denuded d llrin g the past two centuries, He i's also 
expe~ted to make a strong plea for the development of social 
forestry, 

i. - nIIII . 1r .... :-, 




