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m severe financial dlﬂ‘lcultles

Por For ‘the' finanging
of ‘its Institutional set-

up it is, entirely depen-

i‘tions of its mempber
-countries. All of . them
have pledged varying:
‘,amounts of money, but
some of these contribu-
-tions haye not been re-
' ceiyed upto date.
This situation ' has
to be viewed against
two: facts: the member :
countries are " all of
them poor
‘and, 'flve of them
.are classlﬂed a.s " the
_-'leest developed In
‘ﬂ.dditlon UN -agencies
have ma.de it clear that
" they: . wil;[ no- longer
" meet the - institutional
~costs of -organisations
i -such .as SACEP. But,
| .there wm ‘be no diff.

e R R

-culty in  garnering
* funds' for - professional
{ lv. drawn. up, viable

‘projects. 5

Lo Mr, K., H. J. Wile
dasa, a member of the
. 8Sri Lanka delega.tion

'[ Cha,irman of ‘'the Cen

i tral Environmental

savkdvidaidoty el s

dent on’ the contribu--

‘was

countries

Authomty and Addltlo—

nal- Secret.ary ‘Ministry .

of Local Government,
Housing and Constr.uc-
tion, made an impassio-
ned plea to member-
nations to help SACEP
overcome these {nitial
‘ﬁnanclal difficulties. He
qpenkmg at' the
meeting of the Govern-
ing Council now on at

the BMICH,
He sald ‘that. upto
1982 . Sri Lanka, had

made a contribution of-

US dollars

.tion and- meeting

{

m

2l .

116'0'00' ap-

ma,n cm! trm;'

‘

-3

proxlmately for the’ set-
ting up-of the institu--

annual contributions,
UNEP had made. a
contribution of dollars

-40,000. while - Afghanis-
tan  (§ . 1500)  and
Paklstan ($3000) ' had

its -

Tlocal’ staff
paid.

~sent in ‘their contribu-.

tions: The contribution:

of -‘Bhutan.

which ‘was sent. had

. got "tangled up.ing some

hank formalities *

(§1000)

el .,4.....;‘& !

‘the

=

Cogent case for Y frust Fund

: By Mallika Wanigasundara
e | SACEP, the fledgling,

Al

10—natxon Soubh"Aslan Co;operative Eri—'
Program which was formed- last year for the proteetlon of
the regions environment is scrapmg the bottom of the” barrel It is

Mr. Wijedasa also
‘revealed that the
‘rector of SACEP  had
‘voluntarily mnot taken

his. salary, and only the

He also made a- co-

gent case for the sett-'

Ing up of a Trust Fund,
which was one of the
measuves endorsed by
workshop which .
preceded the on- going

Di-

had been
: - bility and

Attempts me,de :
tap financial-
from Sweden and Den-

~mark had not been
.successful

so far,
sajd,’ - but  he
upon the
to assist with the laun-
chipg of such a fund.

he
called
mefnbership :

ta .
support

He! said that such a .

‘fund could .yleld inter-
est to give SACEP sta-
sustain the
institutional set-up in
the coming years.

A, committee con-
sisting .of ' delegates
from. Sri Lanka, Pakis-
tp.n Bangladesh India
and the  Maldives. was

meeting of the Gover- |* nominated to draft the :

ning Council. ™

R

resolution on the Trust
Fund v ’
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!l‘re.de and Shlpping
Minister . La.llth Athu-

lathmudali sald it was:

' encouraging
{SACEP' had

.that the

& practical plan
of acton for its yery

’__ first Governing Coun-.

tefl: 'meeting  * where-
; 88 .« many intematlonal

commlttees and £on,

:ferences produce Y
plethor& of. proposals
and reconunendatxons

!M_I’. Athul,gthmudau.;as
‘Chairmen of the Gov-
ermng Council we1~
comed the delega.t,es at
i.the inaugural’
{on  Thursday at BMI-
CH. : el
) He said

"It is & matter t,o be
l'_xg/ppy about—and - ta
| be “proud of—that the
| nations of South Asia,
‘the majority -of whom
i Bre oaught uyp in the

‘travnils of the develop-.

' ment process have

reansed a da.nger far:

[vtool .long overlooked
tby the developed coun-
‘ tries—that is, the subtle
1ong berm danger or
polly-
tlon .Today, many of
xthe foremost mdust.rial
; clitles of the world
;appe&r “to e almost
camothered ip environ-
mental prob;ems and
“they. present . timely
warning - to our' ‘own
, develapmept programs,
( Development ig a -pres-
i-sing need, especiaaly for

l
"
!
!

lg.s in Sputh .Asia with .

our - teeming ° popru.la-
tions and 1ow mcome
i levels; ;

l- ‘But we must pa,use
| to conslder the con:
i commitants

{ hala that to fall into
{ a pit at night is ex-
i cusable, hut to fall in.
{ to. one in day time is
{ unforgivahle,

[ “The need ' Ior a

worked , |

sesslons .
- With the fall

of- deve-,
k‘lopment—a;)d to avoid
*lits pitfalls, There is a
Jeommon saying in Sin-.

breathable atmosphera of M0 years. It is also

has  been felt. since ;|
the ‘world came
exzistence, Ever since .

the earth solidified out
of its -original  cosmic
and  diffused’
materials , dust  has
been the glement in its
atmosphere, . Very early

-in history,too; ‘man "was

tantalized by the pos-
sibilities of venturing
out of his natural en-
wronmenb—into space -
and beneath the oceans,

1nto' trial progress

. Wherever hé ‘went, he

had to find & breath-

able, atmosphere,
ancient Romans knew
the fundamentals' ' of
man'’s requlren}enps -
when they built & pub
lic © haths, ° aquaducts
and. dralnage systems,

of the
Roma.n F.;mpu-e the
Dark Ages ushared in"
not only 'the end of
learning  and.-culture |
but of hygienic Hving,

It is J.romc that .with

the dawn of the Indus-

The -

estlme.ted that indus-
in the
last hundred years has

added over 15 per- cent

[ Lahth lauds bACEP S plan of actlo»i;
' ,
{

to the carbon dioxide

content .of our air, ©
Sclentists say . that
further significant in-'|
creaseg may warm up
the globe so that the
Arctic - and :Antartio
Ice Caps . would -melt
and ° ‘floog ourzmajor
cities, A contrary sangu-
ment- is that, the in- -
creasing 5mog - pollu- il
tion - would form a'

‘shield: againsg: the sun’s |

" rays and:start a return

'sial ig the fact:

trial Revolutlonhygiene {

‘-reeched its nad}r a,nd-
‘men’s life span shranlé

to 35 years

Since then man has
directed  every effort’
to ‘-‘de\}elop"——to grow !
economically, “to im. '
prove hils ‘quality of !
life, . 1t is an effort
that has succeeded A5y,
— gnd today, in many
parts  of fhe world,
man lves better and
controlg more Of n&~
ture than he ever did,

But it is' a fact—a
regrettable and fronic
. fact—that  fon many |

years development has
been permitted " to be

hostile to environment, |

to occur .at §he cost
of it. to undermlne
and waste. Man
has  often develop’ed
whilst paving' the road‘
to 'his own annihila~ |
tion, A Tew figureg re-~
mind ‘us that natural|
Tesources are Not un« !
limited, A - Stanford'
Unlversity survey shows

that an average cltizen Lpattems,

in. USA' uses 2l btho,u-;
sand gallons of petrol ‘!

and 26 millnon gallons" 8’
'l —to. work jointly

ofi water in g 1 glme

n’easy enought to- forget

', and

I

to the Ice Age, All |
this = is' controversial,
What is not controver-
that
we are. alx'eady begin-
ning to suffey  from |
the 1gnorance of long.
term -effectg. of the
exploitation of nature,
‘There is' ume ‘point in
theoretical  arguments.
regarding .the  habitabi--
lity of the earth inthe
yegr < 2000 AD, The:
lpomt; ‘Is "‘that - ' .some-|
ithing should—and can,
. «—be done now, It is

ithe undellying dangers
and  yleld to’ present
jconvenience, At a se-
iminar on_ " “Man’ and
'I'he Futu.re"helda,tthe
Iniversity '‘of Kansas,
the qwesr.ion of atmos-
pherig pollution by the
motor car was raised
~ an . unanimous |
condemnation made of
the invention as a
threat to civilization,
At the end of the con-

, ference all the particl-

pants ' got into their
‘tars  and .drove away
in this. condemned ‘in-
ventlon e

It is he&rtenlng, then,
that we in South.:Asla
have awakened to &
threat long overlooked.
in - more developéd

‘countries, We have not

merely” awakened, but

'ha.ve put into effect a

concerted proglam, It
ig' & matter .of pride
that . countries with-
irelatively -~ low income
yet rich in
history and culture,
t have got together—in
pragmatic manner
to

sreserve  the environ-
.zent without whicy we
cannot survive,: Such
.oncerted .action is ne-
ezsary partly because

3 problem i not a

. national one,  and:
therefore  cannot ' be:
solved  within the

boundaries of a §ingle’
country, It ig also ne-!
«<essary to act together,
pecause the majority]
of the programme’s’
mempbers are as - yet)
undeveloped in many,
ways—in technology, in
expertxse and 1n finan-!
clal capability; So, in--
terchange and co—ope-
ration gmong them is
essential, The idea of
self-help which under-‘;
lies the program s in-

| deed & laudable one—,

indicating the* increas-
ing stature of develop-,
ing nations' in matters:
of global dimensions,
At g time “when in—

lernational Commlt,tees
and. Conferences - pro-

‘duce a plethora :of re-

ports, guidelines - and:
suggestions which never
materialise  into con-
crete .proposals, it: is
encouraging tosee that
the Governing Cout-'
cils of SACEP has al-
ready defined ga series;
of vpractical projects.:
The pragmatic nature’
of these projects - is-
clearly apparent- when®
we .regard the a.rea,s
they cover—areas '  of
basic  importance to.
the people ~ of South: ;
Asla such as fuelwood;
conseryation, recycling
of wasteg and organis-,
ed environmental edu-:
cation.”

t



,basic needs of

‘dodder,
,bullding material,
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Make 1988 the year

of tree:s for South Asms
=Gamini

" Lands

Dissanayake
day  proposed .
1988 ke  designated

and Maha- |
weli Minister Gamini
yester-'|
that |

“The year of the trees,

Yor South Asia”,
The Minister,
presided

who

- the | fast-depleting

|
|
l

t

* Yorests and trees have .

on
second - day at the
SACEP Goveriiing
' _Council meeting; sald
the adoption' of his .
prop(')sal( would . help
the governments  of '
the reglon to unq(ar-l
take " ‘masgsive.  tree
plantation . programmes, :
~ The following. . are
some  excerpts .-from |
his speech, | e
' “I.am. Certa,ln that
at this' meeting. you;

’

will be deliberating on’

many - important is-
sues, of the present !
and -the future,. ‘as’

they must be of deep

concern to us in- our.

respective countries,
_ and also together, as
» members -of | this

ty.

South A.s‘an Cominuni-

v “In my presentamon |

to

today, 'I want
focus attention on one |
particular activify |

which is fundamental
to providing for the

. , our
people. "1 refer to our
trees and forests, In-

' deed, trees have ‘“a

bearing- on a number
©of our ecqnomic needs
and growth capacities,
"This 'i1s g0 - precisely
because of the ‘wide

' ranging purposes serv-

ed by trees
Torests  to all

and
Aving

" elngs They-'are. capi-

tal assets always and
have contributed from
time immemorial {o .
‘economi¢  and social

" .-activitles of the com- |

_various ;
individual '
4 __tree is. & family asset
. and trees.in. a"

munity’ in

ways, »An

_local
are - a’
of food, . fuel I
fertilizer and

<ommunity
source

. rection,
', and judigioug

5

:In keeping with

|
i

“natural

“Our great
and exotlc  forests
play & fundamental

role in our agra.rlan
economy by protecting
water-sheds, lessening
the run-off rate = of
rivers, ensuring  soil
fertility and- provid- -
- ing the habltat for
both wild life’ and the

plant resources, Man-
made plantations es-

cially Tubber often
covering hundreds of
thousand acres in this
part of the world also
play the function . gf
forests, - and perform®ar:

vital role, in the eco-*

system,
—“For_reasons well
known to you,- ‘the

‘ been exploited with-
“out: any 'consideration
to the ill-effects
such X explo‘.tation
‘would ' cause to -~ ‘the

environment and to
our resource base All
. developing countries
"in South Asia are well
aware of the 'chaos.
ang calamitieg . caused

by the rape of our |
forests, for whatever
reasons be it.  the

greed of the rich or
the need of the poor.
Developing -counties are
now allocating con- :
siderable sums  of
money, . though too
little, for :the resur-.
maintenance
expan-
cover
) the |
needs ° of " ecologlcal
and economic require-

slon of -forest

. ments of the nauons i

concerned

“In thls ‘we have 8,
' colncidence of a com-
i mon interest from the
{ developed .countries,
from whom, therefore,
it would be possible "
:to expect
strongest,

support, Most tempe-

rate climate countries
their "
and |

have ‘depleted
forests already
developed
are
‘supporters
‘efforts "in’ th.= maln-
i tenance angd consoli-
" dation of forest cover.
There is concern -
*n wmainfaivine -

<ountries

+ho

genetic

that’

the !
financial :

eXtremely keen ;
.global |

as’’

[ levels of carbon diox-

ide and in conserving
the ™. ozone layer; In |
both -of which  trees

‘play a vital balancing
‘role, This interest of
the developeq’
i tries is one of ' :these
rare symblotic rela-
tionships 'in which
glver and taker are
both beneficlaries, -

“In view of the very
high priority allocated

' to- ths subject both by
lt the 'developed  and
L.developing: world, 3L

iwish to Pplace’ befoi‘e"

this Council a propo-
sal. T wish to propose
. that the year 1988 be
|desiznated The . Year
 of Trees for
“Asla,  so  that from

i to develop in each of

‘our - countries pro-
grammes = ©of 'needed
. scale and practical

value, which could be
{ implemented with “as-
vs!stance from develop-
| ed countries and -in-
' ternational
sources, in order that
thislost cap“’.aJ asset
Is restored to the
qulred status

-resolve to undertake
. this programme with
: determination and
professionalism, the
-1 world community
imay adopt thig model
ifor repllcation " else-
;vgberP !
' Examples
! bmtaton
are
¢ Asla, and elsewhere,
Outside South Asia,
 Perhaps I, may point
to a remarkable exer-
cise that China . has
completed under a
family programme of

Qf reha-
+ forests

.plantlng 2000 million
trees last year, Even
allowing for lapses
in maintaining - them
it does constitute g -
. phenomenal achieve- '
ment, This apart,

during the 70's, Chlna
completed under state
'and official auspicies,
what must.have been
one of .the most spec-
tacular t.ree and forest
' planting ! programmes
undertaken.

Ry

coun-

many m South’

South

now on we can resolve .

agency .

re-
1 ha.ve'

“no doubt that; if we'l

too |

. Nepal
from the coastal areas

{ The village and so-
‘cial forestry program--
ras -in some states in:
Tidlg are in a differ-
¢t way a spectacular
e:ample -of what can .
bz achieved. At the.
same time, In many
places in our -‘region
thie ravages of moun-
tain slopes, as n .
and erosion

and the denunding of
the forests go on, We :
need in South - Asia
the launching of - g’
great redemptive pro-
gramme, as an urgent
and vital initlative to .
sp¥a, 4he  depleting |
forest @sset and to
faunch. out 'a rapld:
reaforrestation . pro-
grammes, :

“The programme for
us in SACEP will in-
volve national level
thinking and \plann-’
ing. As I mentioned,
it is nog simply envi- |
ronmental economic |
and developmenba.l, It !
will alsg: give ‘opportu-
nities for an’ involved:

sharing of our com-i
mon knowledge and
experience in the !
environmental, econo-

mic and soclal aspects
i of fovestry, It should
| involve exchanging re-
search ~ data. seed
material and various
other aspects . of a
' guccessful national,-
regional and possibly,
global project,

‘T am - making this
proposal, especiglly in
view of the fact that.
a, co-operative  effort'!
will enhance .and ac--
celerate ' this vital
activity., It may also
. perhaps become an
outstanding symbol of
our collaborative will
and spirit in SACEP, I
i commend th!s to you
"in all earnestness and
nope that, after your
deliberations and ap-
propriate refinements:
and formulation, you
#ill consider. the dec-;
laration of the year;
1988 as The Year of
Trees for South Asig
and set out its targets
«nd  the incumbent
‘asponsibilities, £ o r
&ACEP members.”
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