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SACEP parleyff‘
Development process

depends on underpmnmgs
~of environment '_pmmw s

(By Chnstme Nadarajah)

Developmenl and -the process
of development depended mainly
on the underpinnings: of the
environmen{ which; therefore
haye to be made secure, observed
Prime Mmmgr Premadasa
yesterday:.® ¥

i He stressed the need for co-.

Addressmg delegates at the first

Governing Council meeting ¢ of the !
Asian Co- -operatjve ¢
Environment Programme at ihe.

South

BMICH Mr. Premadasa sg;d.

Over six bllhon people WJ“ be -

added to'this world soon; atleast

144 billion will. be_in the South :
| Asian reglon swe]llng lhe ranks 4

* of the poor™",

“This will resull in deforcsta— :

.tion, erosion, desert, encroach-

ment, pollution, scarcny of water

¥ and spl;cad af, ¥°’“° wastes, Sucha
fworld eeds, .
developmem tHat - «can meéet at'a
mmlmum human needs” he said:
Explaining the importance of
I"SACEP,. Mr. Premadasa said,
*“The presence - of -all | delegaltes
' from this' region _reflects. the

, recognmon of (he ‘neéd to work ;

[. toge(hcr to mu:l the challcng, s of
. environmental = management’ jn
[ our [)dll of the world.. We are
"' meeling at a “time .when (he
| resilience, ‘of the international
$ economic system is bemg severely
i tested™, -
| Mr Premadasa expressed that
| it was apt that-this meeling was
.based on the cause of
environment “the meuns of our
i sustenance and our further
\' survwal

jsustainable .

‘the
il

4 MiniblCl

operation and mutual dependence
among - 'nations especially
'nmghbourmg naglonsmlhc South
Asian region..”
¢ WThe 1mponance ol SACEP
llea not only in its being the first
“Step towards co-operalive action
in this region but the spirit and
commitment with. which these
countrlca,‘lncludmg some.
:gategorised as ‘lcast developed:,
acccptcd their-financial
respom]bllmes he added.
He announced the proposition
‘of the government 1o “gift a
‘building site for the establishment

. 5 Colombo,

Describing the links buwce
shelter and the envnronmen\ as an
“intrinsic’ xelauonslnp - Mr.
Premadasa urged SACEP totake
“this into consideration and plan
now for the sucessful launching of
his proposal to the UN General

. Assembly — the Internatinal Year
of -Shelter

1987
~Trade Minister
"Athulathmudali who chaired this
mecung said that the problem of
environment had been. with us

. probably -even before man's
existance on earth.

“The. problem of cnsuring a
bredthable atmosphere for.man,
animals and plants is juxtaposed

today", ;

~-“In oyr eagerness 1o develop: it

i 1s casy.but tragic to lorget 1hc

! effect of this'on the environment™

| ‘he said.

"< Urging, devclopmn countrics to

I learn from the dangt
developed  nations

v into \\‘hl(.‘h
lLave
‘Athulathmnudali
; “Don'Uthink the eari..’
L are ipfinjte”,..

said,
s TCSources

of the SACEP heddquanus in .

for the Homeless in’

~Lalith

with the problem of development

fallen,”

e
|

i

£

. 1t was r,cvcaled that durmgam"e—_
span. of about 70 years,anaverage -

i eitizen in an indystrialised nation

utilises 21,000 gallons of petrol,
draining the earth of vastamounts

" of its resources.

“We are now concentraling on
practical projects as we have

“alriceady learnt a- great deal of

theory on this. The use of
firewood _as a [uel source,
_environmental.education and the
reduction of waste are steps

“ towards the preservation of our

' environment™, he 'added.

Mr. Athulathmudali also
recognised the
assistance tor SACEP by the
United Nations,

aside 500,000 for this work.

Dircctor of SACEP, Dr. Leslie
Herath explained that the
environment was the manage-
ment and rational utilisatiop of
the resources base in order that
development benefits would acrue
to -the ‘targel groups 'in a
sustainable manner over time.

“Before weé look ‘outside for
what we want, we should learn to
toqk inside for what we have,” he
said.

Highlighting some of SACEP S
achi¢vements_during the past few
months, Dr. Herath spoke of the
Regional - Seas Programme for
Scuth .Asian  Seas, . This’
launched by SACEP and passed

. when the last UNEP Governing

awith

Council met.

““Another .project being
implemented at grassroots level
now, is the control of mo>qunuc
non-toxic m'xlendls he
-said.

He added that lhe ‘environ-
.mental hazards encountered in
the methods ol mosquito control
can now be avoided.

‘Deputy Executive Director,

“UNEP, Mr. Peter Thatcher also

spoke.

invaluable .

Environment”
Programme UNEP, who has sci -

was
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