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Mr. Gamlm

. far.: Sputh  Asia™ al

reformation’ of the region.

~ forestry,

Sources indicated that Mr.

- Gamml wants 1988
named 'Year of Trees'
for South Asia

Dl;sdndyake,
_Development and Mahaveli
" propose that the year 1968 should be declared the “Year of Trees
. today's - sessions of the "South' Asja .

- Enviropment Co-pperative Programme.

According toinformed sources, Mr. Dissanayake will propose
that projects and prograrmmes should be formulated with the

- Lassistance of national and’ mlernauonal agencies for intensive

Minister of Lands, Land
Developrient is expected to

Dissanayake's objcctive is to .
accelerate the pace of reforestation in the region which has been
disastrously denuded during the past two centuries. He is also
expected to make a strong plea for the dcvelopm«.m of social

R ..

*. Athulathmudsll

b W K Veiile
for talks on
environment

by Carel Aloyslus
8ri Lanka wil] be
the venue of & con-
ference on - Envirop-
ment by nembers ot
the Seut} Asia  Co-
opefative  Lnvironmeant
Program, (SACEP) 1o
“ be held 151  Colembo
from January 27—29
TS will "be the
first tlme that the
- elght-membey countries
will come ifogether to
discuss nny  lssue, Dr,

{‘eshef Herth,  Direes
ar of BACEP told the
‘Obgerver”,

The mecting of the

- Governing Counell  of
ministerlal vepresents-
tives of (e member
countries cxPected to
attend the conference,
will be FreCeded by a

. !u,ur—day wolkshop &g
1 Which & punber of
3 imPortant  isSues rela-

ted to the subject of

environment  will pe
.- .- dlscussed, ffom  Janu- -
| .« ary 21—25,

The dlscussiong Wlll
centre around SACEP
- actlvities angd the fockl
. areuy will  Include:
U the usg of low
energy -  particularly
“In the ares of mgricul-
' ture: cheap bujlding
- materfals: endengered
valleYs and the -sett
“Ing up of «
- of monlitoring ~ statlons
In the member coun-

tries of South Asis to .

" conduct base level sfu-
dies und act as referrel
« teéntres oqn environ-
lrlnenl: In 2 glven loca-

"We hope to get a
mindate from the Qov-
ernlng Counci| to  Tre.

«Searchh more inlensive-
ly Into  thage aread
which héve become im-
_portant issuleg taday
We belleve thing in .sDL
ving the problems ip
these areas, we can’
improve the overajl
“qUuality of llves of geve-
. ral mllllong of people
in Bouth Asia", Dr
Herath sald, '

The Prime Minister
Mr, R Premaditga 8
exPeCted Lo oven the
Inaueury) sessions  at
the BMICH, Mr, L&lith
Minls-

and

ter of ‘Trade

cosg

network -

Bhipping who will jeaq
the Bri Lanka deleghte
Is expected to chair
the sesslons, theregt.,
ter,
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J emuier Henucus

the . South ~Asia . Co-operative
Environment programme yes-

. terday declared ‘that- 1988 will’
. be: the Year of Trees for South

Asia.

The 1esolut10n was passed

by; the’ ‘seven-member countries .

on'a recommendation by Tands,
", Land’ Development. and  Maha-
‘veli Development Mlmster Ga-
mini Dlssanayalce

" CO.OPERATIVE EI‘FOPT

The: councxl resolved that an
.intensive . :co-orerative *

.mll be launched -in‘the region

to prepare-for ihe year.

Addressmy ihe
- ‘Council - earlier in the .- day
“Minister ‘Dissanayake said that
trees have

growth capacities. Trees are

. capital assets'. to economic and

" social activities and an indivi-

“said. In; .

dual’ tree” is. a family. asspt-he
a: commumtv it is a
source ‘of foad, fuel, fodder fer-
tulser and buildmg material.

‘He’ sald that the ‘natural ' re-
sources .of .-forests pldy. a funda-
mental role: in’ our ' agrarian
economy - by protecting water-
sheds:" -lessening the runoff rate
of  tivers ensuring - ‘ soil.ferti-
lity," and . providing the habitat
forboth wildlife and the fast
depleting =~ genatic ‘plant  .re:
sources.- Ve )

~effort’

he Governing Council of 5

~

Governing |

a 'be,aring on a -
. number .of economic needs and

-;must ior South ASM

Mr Dlssanayake added “For
reasons well known, -the -forests
and ‘trees -have .been -exploited
without any consideration - to
the: ill-effects. that such exploi-
tation ‘would..cause to environ-

‘ment and-to our resource base.

.\ RAPE OF FORESTS

" “All' developing -countries in
South Asja are well aware - of

the .chaos’ and.’ calamities caus
ed by the rape of.our forests,

. for: whatever reasons..-be it the:

greed of' ’rhg rich or the need of
the: pooL:] 3t

Mr.. Dlssanavake, sald that if
fhp -proeramme to-restore this
lost capital asset = is successful

the world .community ;too- may '

dopt’ this .model for replica-

tion elsewhere,

‘My. Dissanayake : added:

‘‘Examples | of rehabilitation
of forests . are ‘many in . South
Asia, and 'eléewhere.. Outside

South Asia, J- may point to a:

remarkahle ‘exercigse that -China
has completed \under "a" family
proeramme’ of | p]antmg 2.000
milljon trees Jast year: Even
allowing * -:for lapses in main-

"taining them it does_constitute

a ‘phenomenal ' . .achievement.
This ‘apart.. doring ‘the 70's,
China comnleted under 'state
and official auspices, “what must
have been one of the most spec-
'racular tree. ‘and- forest nlant-
ine ‘nrogre™mes. undertaken.

‘forestry programmes

" of what can be achieved. At the

- and erosion hom the

- ration yesterday the

social  the best way they could’

in some
states in India are in 4 differ-
ent way a spectacular example

same time, in many places in:
our region the  ravages of |
mountain slopes, as in~ Nepal |
coastal
areas .and the denuding = of
the forests go on.-. :

“We need in South Asia the
launching of a great redemp-
tive programme. as an urgent
and vital initiative to save the
depleting torest’ asset” and - to
Jairnch out on rapid reaifores
taiion programmes, ¢

NATTONAL. PEAMNING | l
“T'he programme for us in
SACEP will iavolve national

level thinking and planning, As

I mentioned, it is not simply |
gnvironmental, econowic .and]
clevelopmemal It will also give:
opportunities for an * involved’
=zharing of our common: Lknow-

ledee asnd experience in the en:

vironmenial, economic and so-

cial aspects of forestry.

“It should involve exchang~=
ing research data, seed 'mate-’
rlal and vavious other aspects
of a successful national, reglon
al and possibly. global project”

During the Council’s -delibe-
problem |
of financing' SACEP came up
as a recurrvent -fopic, with the
enuntries {rying to resolve it in

rx

“The  village _ and

v

Sl il
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~
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/_Development process.. ..’
xdepends on underpmmngs

of envwonment “— Premier

(By Chnslme Nadarajah)
“ Devélopment and the process
,’:gf development depended mainly
. +on the -underpinnings’ of the
“ environment which -therefore
“ have to be made secure; observed
‘Prime Mlmster Premadasa
) yeslerday g
¥ Addressmgdelcgatcsaltheﬂlsl-
Governmg Council meeting of the
. South Asian Co- operatlve
_ Environment Programme at the
i BM_lC_H Mr. Premadasa said.

s . ’-.
20 B i

. "Over six billion: pe0ple will be
'tadded to this 'world soon; atleast
+*1%. billion will.'be in the South ’

v

Ao

't Asian regxon swellmg the ranks .-

' of the poor”,

Z '“Tl'us will.result in defores.ta-

.' tion.'erosion, Ldesert; encroach-
. ment,’ pollution, scarcny of ‘water

b and sprcad of toxicwastes. Sucha

fiworld sne€ds!Ssustainable

'“mxmmu;n,human needs hé said.
Explammg thie importance of
{;SACEP:"Mr.  Premadasa said,
“The presence of all "delegates
“from ~this: ‘region Teflects the
%.; .fecognition: of. the ‘need to work

“caleg omed‘? as ‘lca
!deVelopmcnl that'cafi‘megt at a = B2,

together to mee; the chdl]cnges of
environmental “management in
our part of the world. We are
meeting -at a time when the
resilience” of the ‘international
economic system is being severely
tested™ .

Mr. Premadasa cxp;(:ssed that
it was apt that this meeting was
based on” the' cause’  of the
environment “the means of our
sustenance and our further
survival®, : 2

He slressed lhe need fo; co-
operation and mulual dependmcc
among nations* — especially

ncnghbounng hationsin the Soulh \

Asian region.’ L
“The 1mporlance of‘ SACEP

lies pot only in its being the first

step towards co- operauve action
in this Tegion but the spirit and
commitment with’ whxch these
countries,

eadded.s =
' He announccd the’ proposmon

.of - the government to."gift "a
building site for the cstabhshmcnl

of the SACEP: headquallers in

i Colombo : \

Descnb‘mg, the links belween

R sheller and the 'environmenl as'an

*intrinsic relauonshlp

Y -Premadasa urgéd SACEP to ‘take
. this into consideration and’ plan

now for thesucessful launching of

his proposal to.the' UN General

. Assembly “— the Internatinal Year

<1987, -

_probably " even bcfore-

‘of i Shelter for’ the’

Trade' . Minijster i'élilh
A(hulathmudall who.chaired this

meeting said that the problem of

had ‘been - with us
man’'s

environment

existance on earth. '
{*The problem ‘of ensuring a

Mr.

mcludmg spme
dcveloped’
Sinancial

Homeless in"

breathable atmosphere for man;'
“animals'and plants is juxtgposed

with the problem of developmem
loday

“In ouyr cagerness to develop it

-{s"easy buit .tragic to, forget the

effect of this on lhe envnronmcnl

. ,he said.

Urgmg developmg counmes to

“South

lcarn from the dungcrs into which
developed nations have fallen,
Minister Athulathmudali said,

“Don’t think the earih‘s resources

are infinite™

1t was revealed that durmg a life -

span of about 70 years,an average

citizen in an industrialised nation -

utiliscs. 21,000 gallons of petrol,
draining theearth of vastamounts
of its resources. 3

“We are now concentrating on
practical projects as we have
alrecady lcarnt a great deal of
theory on this. The use of
lirewood ds a“ fuel. source,
environmental education and the
reduction of

wasle are sleps

towards the preservation of our :

environment™, he added.

Mr. Athulathmudalij
recognised the inva
assistance to SACEP by
United  Nations Environment.
asxdc 500,000 for this work.

Dirccior of SACEP, Dl
lllcrall‘ cxplained that
environment was the. manage-

also ;
luable |
‘the

; Prog,mmmq UNEP ‘who has set °

Leslie
the ;

ment and rational utilisation of |

the resources base in order thay

to the target groups. in a
sustainable manner over time.

“Before we look. outside for: .
- what we want, we should learn to .

-development benefits would acrue

logk inside for what we have,” he

. said.

Highlighting some of SACEPs

achicvements during the past few ~
Herath spoke of the -
Regional ‘Seas Programme. for
‘was

months, Dr.

Asian Seas, This

launched by SACEP and passed
when -the last UNEP Governing' -

Council met.
“Anothel ‘project
implemented at grassroots level

now, is the control of mosquitoes ™
" with

non-toxic: materials,™
said..

He
mental

added that. the environ-
hazards -encountered in

the methods of mosquito control
“can now be avoided. y

Deputy Executive ~Direct
UNEP, Mr. Peter rhalclm\\
spoke. F\\\ t

being

he
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