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Gaminiwants 1988 
r , 
nam~d 'Year of.Trees'. k .' . 

for South Asia 
" , , 'I Mr, Gamini" Di;;sanayake, Minister of La nd:;, Llnd 
. Development a'nd Mahaveli Develop me nt is expected to 

" , . propose thatlhe yearj9 bR shou ld be dec lared the "Yea r of Trccs 
,fr;J L .' South Asia:' 'a t nJd II Y'> " c: ssions of tiJe S{)uth '.Asia. 
Environment Co - operative Pro!,;ramme 

According to info r med so urces, Mr. D i~ sa nayakewill propose 
that projects and program mes should be' formulated with the 

" assistance of national and' international agenc ie:; for intensive' 
reformation' of the, regi on . 

Sou rces indicated tha t Mr. Dissanayah.e's 0bjcctive is to 
accelerate the pace of refo r~ station inlhe region which IHis been 
disastrously denuded d llrin g the past two centuries, He i's also 
expe~ted to make a strong plea for the development of social 
forestry, 

 .

centre ar und SACEP 
activit es and the focal 
fl,t"el!S will Inclu de' 
t he Us of low cOSt· , ener gy - :par tiCular ly 
In the aret\, or a&rtcul_ 
ture : chefl.p bull i ng 
materia ls : 'ndang red 
valleys IU H the -Se ll 

. The dlscusslo s Will 

Ing up oC n networ k' or monltOI'Ill« ' Ii ·OWons 
In the mcmb.!r cou n. 
tries of Sou t A.~\.a. to 

· Conduct base level s LU-
, dies and 9.C t as refe rei 
,	 cen tres on envlroll-

ment In It !lIven loca -
lity. 

"We hoPe to get a 
mandate (rom the Gov. 
erolng Coun.;l l lo rIO. 

• ..'lea,retl 1110rt~ Inten 'Ive-
ly Into these arel\!l 
which h El ve become 1111_ 
porta nt ISSU ~3 today 

- We bell'vc t il" t In .sol~ 
vlng lhe nrohlems In 
theB{! 9.1eas, We c a rl ' 
improve tl " overall 

· QUall t.y o r 11-;"5 of eve. 
ral mUllons of people 
In ·South Asia" . Dr 
Her8th said, ' 

The p rJ Ie Minister 
Mr, R. Premadu,sa Is 
exPected LO OOen the 

:-, InauIlur l11 ses:Jlou., at 
the B~f1CH, Mr, Laltth 
Athulathmudall Mln.\s.. 

1er at Trade lind 
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.•. : ' ;:~f·' 1988 · .. ISYEAR.'OF:THE TREES" 


/..'!;~~demPti~~\ JjrOgramn1e: " a 

I : ,({, <': ';.~. , >-must ' fof:;:\';'Sotit11 Asia 
<;>-~;;.<~:.;; . .;.J 'F." "', ' . '. ; , /, .. . 

. forest.ry programmes in some1,;;:<.. ":1;: . ::;." .·).:',B"I*..~e.~.l1,i..fer.JI¢.~.r~cus . . Mr.. ·D!ssanaYake added: "For
reasoris 'well kriown, ' the ·forests states in India are in a differ· ' 

.;,.. .. . ~I~'e~ :.·GQve.rnlng C!>imcil of. ' lind .' trees .havebeenexploited Cllt way a ' spectacular example 
:" '. the:'.S6uth · Asia '. :"Co-operatlve\¥ithout-: .any con$ideration to . of what can be achieved · At the 
I';' Ellwronment programme yes- the ' m·effects . that such exploi· same time, in many places in , 

terdaY declared ·that 1988 .wl.H tation ·w·oullt .cause to ' environ­ our region the . 'ravages of I 
be the :~ea.r of 'Irees ' for .South ' mE.'nt.ari~· to Qur ~'esource base· mountain sl.opes, as in Nepal I 

· , . . :<\; · . . '~ . . .. .( I a.4,PEor FORESTS . from ' coastalann erosion the 
' . " ', The .,lesolutlOn . ,,:,as pas~.ed .' . "All' developing 'countries in areas · ,mel the denuding 01 '; 
'., bYr,thesevelHllem~el countl le~ . South Asia ' are well 'aware . or , the forests go on: ·. . 

" e.' _ , . '. . on ~ recommendatIon by. Lands, the ' chaos' and ' calamities caus' 
, , , La~d,.De"eloPll\cnt. a!l~ ).\lah~" p.d by tll.e. rape' of, oUr forests, ;''\\'c need in Soi,lth Asia the 

:Asla;, 	 '

launching of a" great · redemp'., 	 veJI, peyelopme1nt !, Mll1l~~er Ga- . for .whatever .reasons.,·be ·.it · the · 
ti'ie programme.. as an urgent ..' ..~ J;l~~nl ·::pl~~an~ya.~~ . ,"\ . . . or.eed of. :the -rich 'or"the need of 
and vital iniiiative to save 'the ." . ,:"; .C(),OPERA'fIVE.· ~Ff()~T ' ... . the : PQ<i~;r ' , " : ' ". 
depleting forest · asset al)d , to j. The:'co.uncir reso~ved that an . '.: '. :', ,:' '. " .. .: . . . 
lalmch out on rapid reaffores· 	 : )rl.tenS~y,e ,. ; ; co'or.e~ative : : effprt,Mr,,"bJsl>clpayake.. ,Sl\id ; tha t if taUori . programmes,,i;" \" t, ,Will be launched .In '· the ·reglOn thr. · prQ~ramme to· restore this 


" '. ." to. prepare , for lile ' yeal'. · . lost capital asset · is ' successful l\fATION AL· :?K.!u,r\\HNG , 

· ' .' . Addressing the Governing ' the world. .comntuJ)ity :too may ' "The pj'o~rilmme. for us 111 . 


.- ' ,' F~u!1cil " I ~arlier in .the. day ?dopt' t~if' mod'til for I replica- SACEP will iu"olve national ' 
MlllJster "DIss<luayake said that tion elsewhere . level thinking and planning. As 
trees hav'e a bearing on a' ' . I mentioned, 'it is not simply , 
number :of economic needs and : . J.I,fl". Di:;sa'nayall;e , added: environmental, economir. . arid T 
'growth" .capacities.. Trees . are "Examples ' ,of rehabilitation c!evelopmental. .It will also give : 
capital' assets ' ."to eCQl}omic and of forests . are ' 'many ift. South opportunities £0:' im involved " 

, social activities and an indivi- Asia , and ' eIsewhere ,·· Outside :::h:uing (If our common ' know' .: 
, ....d~al: .tr~e~ is, a famil:,:. as:,t!t: he South Asia, l ·may po;nt. to: ,a lerl~e an(l (~xperience in the e11' 

. 	 saId :· In, . I.a; cOJTlmun1ty It IS a rel11ar){al\!e.. ·exe!;,cise th,at .·China '1irnnmenh1, e~onomjc and ' so• . 
sour·ce . Of fooQ, '!uel,:'fodcler fer- has com,nleter!". un'cler -a- .fam il:v cial aspects of forestry.. 
tWser ..and· bu.~ldhw. material. prn<>:ramme' of :' pla!1ting ?()OO 

milljpn tree~ last year· ' ;Even "It should involve exchang-' 
, ':He ' s;lid that the 'natural ' re- allowing ' . for lapses in main· ing research data, S,eedmate. · 

, . . sources;.of ,forests playa fU)1da- . tainhi.g .the'm .it' does constitute rial and various other aspects 
" 	 mental : rol~ : in ' our . agrarian a ·phE!riom'enal ·. '. : ac)1ievf;!m~nt. of a suc'cessful national. region' I 

~con'omy : by. protecting water' Tl)is 'i1parL during the 70's, <11 <lnd possibly, ~lobill projert" . 
sheds; ··lessening the runolI rate Ch;nil c'om~leted tlnd~r .' state During the Council's ·dRlibe- . 
.of,- rivers ensuring . ' soil ,ferti' Ilnd oflkial auspirf'~; what must rl:tion yesterclaY the problem I 
lity, ' and .: provic!ing the .habitllt h,,,ie been one of tli"!lnost S))cr.- of financing" SACBP cal)'le up

I " ~ f. for· 'both ,wildlife and the iasi t.acular · hee: .and . forest l»)ant- as a recurrent · topic, with the 
t. 	 depleting ' 'ge'n>Jticplant , ·re' inp ' nrogr?""""PS undertaken. c0l'.ntries trying t.o resolve it in I 

.' . ..• :.o";.ucr_c_eT.~: '. ~", · '_'T_\l_e . -'-v_il_Ia_g_e...;..,--:..;.a_ll_d...;.:,;. __ = . •. ...__ ~ . _~	 . ,, ,""~":--:---Cc'-_-:-____ __ .. ·. _S:..,oc,-i_al th_f ~_:.-:-_b_e_s_t_'_v_ay~t_!I_e_y_CO_t_I~_ _
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1Developmentprocess '\ , 

.'iI'~p,ehdsorilihderpinnings ··. 
i ·6f.Jenvironrrie~t: .Premier 

, " 

(aY'Christine Nad~rajah) t~gether to meei 'thed;aUenges of learll frol11 thc dangcrs'into which 
, ,: Develo'pmenl :md the proccs.:i environme'nllil management in d~vclopcd nations have fallen, 

our part' of the worl,d,"We arc Minister Atl1uluthmudali said,, ,!>f developmerit depended mainly 
,'on ' the ' 'underpinnings of the 	 meeting ,at a , time when the "Don't 'think ,the earth's resources 

resilience ' of the ' internat,ional are inrinite", .." en,vironmen't which " .lhen~fore 
hllve to be madt; secure ', ,observed economic s'ystem is being severely It was revealed that during a life, 
'Prime ,M iriisler Premadasa tested'~; ; , ' ' span ufabout 70 years, an average 
Ye~terday: ' ' Mr. Pr.emadasa eXPfcs~ed that citizen in <1n industrialised nation' 

it was apt that this meeting was utiliscs , 21,.0.0.0 ' gallons of 'petrol, , ,' AdQressing dtlegat'cs at th!! first ' 
based on " the' cause ' of the draining th.:earth of vast a mounts Governing Council meeting of the 
environment ' ';the means of our of it 's resources, " SQuth ' :' -Asian Co-operative 

, Environmeflt Programm'e at the susienance and Ollr further "We are now cunccntrating on 
oj BM lCH;M r, ,Premadasa, ~aid, survival~', practical projects as we have 
~. . • .... 0 ... • He stre~sed the need for ; co- alrecady lcarnt a great 'deal of 

' 0 I01 	

operation and mut~al dependence theory on this, ' The usc of 
,':' " 'Ov, ~r,, ' s, il<,b ,il, lion ' neople will be " 	 " II ' , , 

- t' among nations ' - , esp~cla y firewood as a ' fuel. source, 
, added to thiS world soon; atleast Ijeighbouring' natlons 'in the South environll1ental.education and the 

: : 'J'.~ ,' billion\~ill ' bein tile ' South' Asian ,region,:, " ' reduction or ' waste ' are steps 
,,' t-sian, region.,'swell·~nf!; , 't~e ranks , "The impoqance, of :SACEP towards the preservation of .our 
," of the poor:,', 	 ' lies ,n9t only in its being the first environmcnt", he a'ddecJ,
,\\,i:'This wiH ,resu.lt Tn deforesta- ' " , ' step lowards co-opeiati:ve, action Mr. Athulathmudali ' also
'~' tion/erosion, ~ desert;' encroach" in this region but the spiri!' and recugnised thc invaiuable ~ 
,:I,ment::p' o,llluio'n,-s,<>lIrcity of, 'water' " commitrpent , with ' which these assistance to SACEP by the
;; a'nd spr~ad?(toxic.~astes, · Sucha "I d' , " 	 E ' 
iflw'oHd, ':needs " ;'susta iria ,ble , count~tes: ' rn~" u; ,,;)nJ~ spm~ ,." United , Nations ,-,nvlfonment 

. ' , ' Cilt!!g9rJS~9 : ils'leaS!' dev,eloped, ', ' Prograi11m~ ,UN.I~P, w\'(o has set 
,i'd,evelopm<;n t' th,ili ' c~ii' meet at a :: ~ C f{P:t e q)i \!l ,e'(?::<-.t i"ita ne'i a I ", as idc 50o.liOOfor .ihis work, . ' 
ItlJl\inin1iw1~' hun'la'i1 'i1eeds", h~ said , 	 ' , ., , '.'I' ' ,.,, ' " re~ponsibillties:: h(added " , ~ . , Dircclor or SACE'P 'Or I 'eslie 
': '~'" Expiain,ing(' th'e ' imp'oftarice of ", H~'an~Q~liced the ' pro'posi\i~~ i:lera t h cx pin ined 't hdi - the 
i';'SACEPF Mr. ,Premadasa' said. , of , ihe government ' to ,.- ,gift ' a envif'onmt:nl was the , , .managc~ ; 
" ~The ' pr~serice ' of all ' dejegates ',building site for' the est'ablislin1eni incnt an d rational utilisation of , 

'" fro'm' ;, this', ' re'gion 'reflects the ,of .the SACEP headquarters in th.: rcsollf'ces base in order th21 
;: ..1$,~'9:g,!1}~~(?r. : o,r,. tJ1I:; ne,~Q I,to. ~or~ , "Coiombo, ' " " ' devt:lopnlent b<!nefits ~'ould acrue 

Descri~ing \he links' between ' to the target groups , in a 
" shelter ariCt ihe 'enyironment ,as'an 'sustainable mnJrner over 'time, 

' ''i'ntriflSic ' ' r.ela(l'onship''; "Mr. ' ' "!3crore we look , outside for' :, 
,Premadasa urgeq SACE;Pto tak~ ' whal we want, we should learn.to ' 

", this into .consideration an~' plan, 10Qk inside for what we have'," he 
n.ow for the:sucessfullaunching or sa id, 
his proposal to' ,the ' UN General, ' !-! ighlighting some of SACEP's 

" :,As,sembly"- tlie)flternalinal V'ear achiever:ncnts during the 'past few 
of'Shelter for , the Homeless 111 ' months, Dr, Hera,th spoke 'of the 

', 19B7, Regional 'Seas. Programme , for 
'rrade ', Minister Lalith ' SC'uth Asian ' Seas, This ' was 

, A\hulathmu'dali who,cIHiired, thiS lallnched by SACEP and passed 
meeting said that' the problem or' , when ' the last ,UN.EP Governing'" 
erivironment had ' been with us Council ' mel. ' ' " 
probably- ', 'even before man's "Another 'project bei 'ng 

, qistance on earth : " implemcnted at grassroots .!eve I 
: "llle problem 'of' ens,uring a now, is the control of mosqui,toes " 

breathable atmosphere fOJ- m'an; I, with non-toxic ' materials,'" he 
'animals 'and plants is juxt<IPosed said.. ' 

with ,the problem or deve.!opment He adcJed that , the environ­
today": ' " mental h<l'7,ards ,encountered in' 
, "In our eagerness to develop. it the methods of mosquito control 

' Is ' easy but tragic to, fo~get ,the ' can now be avoided , ' 
effect of this on the environment", Deputy Execu tive'Oireclr"" ; 
he said , , . UNEP, Mr. Peter Thatc!~~,,\ ~': ' 

, Urging developll1g cOl!ntries to spoke, , ~'\'s ' 
~--____________<,;"",_."""""I "R~_""""'''''''''''~' 
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