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SACEP':-South Asill Co-operative Envi­
ronment Program--the firsteverco~operation ' ,, '. .e ' '. .:. ; .lh' ' Jeffort by the countries of South Asia-- has 

~~fa~~:~=~~u!:::rr~::::~~e7'X;:!~~£: ·i ..IO. ., ' '.' , .. ' ...· .• ~." 	 ·1, I·r..g es a. . 
ratified the articles of association. . ,The first 
Governing Co~n:cil, the highest policy-making ., 

I ,organ consisting' of ministerial representatives '·' 
: of the member countries,is due to' meet during . Lanka as the .host country: train the people to conduct . 

the last week of this month' ..: .,' .( has provided the hostJaci- the study, Prof Pitchaiof 
. .' lities inclulling tQ.e pre'" . the' Anna ~niversity 'of, 

.. Tackling problems of' Sri. Lank.a· and Nepal. . It mi?eS, The United Nations ' Madras WIlS recruited to 
' pollulion and environ~ .Vias hailed as a significant.' Environment ' Program ' undertake this consultancy 

meo,tal hazards facing~ happening in South Asia as (UNEP) and ' <?th(:[ ' UN · and his draft report has 
mankind as a result of ad- thesenations-fiye of which ,Agencies- too assist the or., ; been' 'Circulated . among 
vanced '. technologies and 'are classified as least . 
development can no longer developed-comprising .. 
~ the concern, of one na- 1000 million ' people":have.· 
tlOn and conflOed to na- got together to make t!,lis 
tiona!bound~ie;;, ' part or't\1e planet a,safe ' 
'. The pollution of the at- . place to live in. 

mosphere, . seas and ' the 
ri"ers .as .well as depletion 
of resources of one nation 
can e.asily iUfect olper na­
tions as well. , This has been 
proved . by the ' United 
Nations . ' Environment 
PrograQ1 as well as other 
Up.ited Nations agencies, ' 

While tackling the; pro­

' , , .. . , . 
,Inc.lde,n\ally thiS was t~e 

fIrst tIme that the c,:ountr,Ies, 
of the ,Sout~ Asia re~ion. 
profeSSing dlvergent'l'lews ' 

- a~d ideolo~es and having 

ganisation in wpat~ver ' member countries, 
manner they .could to carry ,SACEP obtaihedassist:-
Qutspecific proj~cts, ,Aance from UNEP tOUQ­
cqp,sultativ,e; Committeedertake these projects, 
comprising All1 bassadors in With the help of the 
Sri Lanka' 0[' the nations UNDP, SACEP sent ii 
comprising SACEP meets mission to six countries to 
periodically to review the identify a series of projects 
progress of i~ activities. ' for Environmental Educa- ' . material from the manu­
'SACEP hasalrC(ady.' ini- tion and Troining, Enyi- . 

tiated work On three d,is:-ronmental Lc:gisliltio~, En-' 
tinct fields in which thr~ ergy and' Environment. 

different citmal)c and gee- <- countries hav.e already been ' Dr Leslie Heruth outlin-·· 
' graphica~ conditions ha1 chosen as tbe 'focal ' points ing the projected plans of 
ever d~Clded ,to ta,k~ GO- .of activity. SACEP said that a large 
operative actIOn In ' any India is tpe focal point to number of hiIa~eral donor , 

. blem~ 9f po'llution and en- ' field: . .. ' carry out' work . onthc; agencies had indicated 
vironme'ntal hazards at the . Sn Lankl\ was. fort~nat~· " .. their support to .SACEP ' 
national level it is impor- to have been 'chosen as the:: S.J. ANTHONY'·' . 1. activities and have re:" 
tant that the nations take" headquarters of SACEP, A· .• .,: .. , ,'. .. 'quested well form !Jlated . 
collective ~ction at the. Sri ~rnkan Direc!or D~, '.: FE.RNANDO ..', projects an(1 prOgram 'for 
$Ioballevel as well. . LeslLe Herath .was una~l- : :. their consideration ' ' . . 
"It is with thi~ in .veiw mously «h~sen arthe Ill- ' " evolution of technologj ~s ' pr !-Ieratll sa'id that · 
that ~ighl' nations in the·augural sessIons, , for the development of r;' SACEP has initiated action 
South Asian Region met in SA~EP cQ~~~nced Its .. newab\e" and r~usable; reji- ' 0.11 , tackling a . probleTU 

er 
.1' Co-o, peraiive Environmen.t. And n,ow after o. ne year, o,f ESC'AP s· on d ' R , ~ . menace,· The SACEP has. SessIOns 10 NairobI adoptedp sQre eglO . . 	 . I' d' b .S . 
" Pr'ogram (SACEP) to tackleoperauon SACEP has ml~ nal 'Centre for Technology ' ,reque:'te? tIle GovernmeIlI , a rcso ~,tlon move , ~ , (I 

. the problems of ·environ.., tlated several pro~ams. . Transfer BaI;lgalore which : o.f Bnta!llio. condu~l pilot Lanka s peputy MIOI~tcr 
. " f . 	 h·' ·' . ' of Local Government, Mr

lOent In 1\ co-operatlve e ~ This month Ihe fledgling, ad agreed to undertake studies in selected localities . P C I b I . h I 
fort, sharing eacil o!hers organistion of SACEP ,will theconsultancy at !lorninaI in memb~r courllries to . SACEpffi u a~~ t ,at t I~ 

I . experiences, have t4e first meeting of its cost' ..... .' . h ff' . . . coun nes m con-f , . .' , .' ' , . ; !. '" assess tee Icay of the use sultation with each other
! Pn'me MI'lll'ster,' R. Pre- GovernlOg Counctl In Sn I Sq. Lanka ha~ ·.' been .' of .. 'non toxic · mOs(lu ito .' d . I.. ' . . . . ' raw up a program to 
'·:'.. mad.asa..as. the .M,'n,ister·in · Lanka from January 27 to ', chosen as' the focal poi!lt control methods which hud " h ' f 

orge fE ' . 29, The 'dehiga\ions of the for envi'ronmental .impact ·.bCen successfully re~arch., .prellvet~lt ehlr seas, 1'0,111
ch" o . nVlrpnment 'h .': .. ," t " . , . d " " ' ,' . . . po u $On, I us savIng lIS

' 	 " ' 

February 1981 in CQlombo operatIonal ~Cl1Vltles prop- ources. · This :',will : be colllmon to.·all states of '; workmg on. The UNEP at 
and 'formed 'the South Asia from January 1982,'~oriced o~t at the 'UN ~:. SACEP- the mosquit~ , .. its I,Oth ~over,nin~ Cquncil 

t asN"<'t S " L k'" . h" elg t , countnes par IClpat- : assessment an cost beQeftt ed' and developed by the
I 1'~- m rI an a gave IS.. : 'II be led b M' ' t' I ' " . f ' ' I , , . 
f bl~in-gs und sup'port and . mg WI . . 7. lOIS, ers . ana YSIS .IO respect 0. ' envI~ .~ " UlllVt:rs~ty of SOUlha~~ton.· 
j inaugunqed the "sessions of , J~e countf/es: Prtrr,'e : ron~ent and, dev:lop,me?t.. ; and ,Insect Central Lmllt~d 
: lilal gaye binh'to the ' or- ' MlJllste~ . Pre rJ1 adasa will : !hIS study IS .being made .?f London, .. . 
~", ganisation., " .' _ open.• the ~emmar , oq J~-. on how they' co~Jd dev,elop IS~~EPnlso plans to 
'. ' , : . . ... , : nllliry 27. . , . , the ~Qun,try w!\hout ~~-f)vorkout a' program in 

\I rh~ Nations comp:ls~ng SACEP ,Secre~artatlll, strOYlng I~S resource :~~se con~ction yvoith the United
I SACEP are Afgpanlsta.n, :, <::ololllbol~ m~lnly run. ,such ~ USI?g ,~~~rgy saY,lllg Nations Inkr!lallOnal Year 
r Ban~lad~h, Bhu,tan, IndIa" from' contnbutlons ' from .' matenal. .' '.' •··.i. , ofShelter for the Homeless '. 
i Pakislan, Maldlves~ Iran, member countries and Sri ' ~ACEP's , f~rst I¥k.i to. [h" proposal initiated by Sri ' 

e., .al,"~~. .' ,.. ~~.~ .' .'' . 
. , ":. ' .: 

. , 
Lanka's' Pr.ime .' Minis;er 

Prentadasa, Particull\rly in 

the field of promoting the 
use of low cost building 
materials aJ)d energy saving 

.' building t~lu\ology. On a 
requyst rna~e by SACEP 

. " the ESCAP •Regional 
'. Center for' Technology 
Transfer in ~angalore has 
alreadY·developed . two 
programs for the manu~ 
facture of building mate-
dais Jor construction of 
rural housing using .waste 

fac ture of briCks and paddy 
. husks, ' ' . 

The organisation in the 
coming' years' proposes [0 
organise projects and pro­

.	posals for the idencificatioll 
of endangered valkys in 
South Asian counlries , 
which run the risk of de­
'pIetion of its.forestcovcr 
due. to over ~xp)oitalion> 
.and draw up programs for 
. their rehabilitation. ' 

A Regional Seas Prog­
ram for ~uth East Asia !s 
anot~er. fIeld. SACEP IS 

'I'f d'be h
. ·marlne I e an ac <::i,
; , All ?the'r countries have 

. a RegIOnal Seas Program 
under UNE~ auspices but 

:. DO.t South Asia, ·SACEP 
countries are now on th~ 
threshold of reaching ac­

,cord . on . the ' need for 
drawing ,up such . R · 
nal Seas PrOgranl, a t:glO'" 


