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v SACEP--South Asia Co-operative Envi-

ronment Program--the

‘effort by the countries of South Asia-- has

completed one year of

legally constituted on January 7, 1982, when
_the minimum required number of countnes.-'
ratified the articles of association, :

Governing Countil, the

firstever. co-operation

operation after it was

highest policy-making

organ consisting of ministerial representatlves' .

* of the member countries,is due to meet during
the last week of this month,
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Tacklmg problems of
pollullon and .environ-
mental  hazards
mankind as a result of ad-
vanced téchnologies and
deyelopment can'no longer
be the concern of one na-

“tion and confined to n3-

uoual boundarm
" The pollution ‘of the at-
mosphere, seas’ and the

.rivers as well as depletion

of resources of one nation
can easily affect other na-
tions as well This has been
proved
Nations © ~ Environment
Program as well as other
United Nations agenciés.

- While tackling the pro-

“blems of pollution and en--

vironmental hazards'at the

national level it is impor--
tant that the nations take "
collective ‘action at the.

global level as well,

+It js.with thig in.veiw -
| that eight nations in the'
Souyth Asian Region met in
February 1981 in Colombeo-

and formed the South Asia

Co-operative Environment.

Program (SACEP) to tackle

' -the problems of ‘environ-=
ment in a co-operative ef+

fort, sharing-each others
experiences. .

- Prime Minister, R, Pre-
madasa as the Mijnister in
clnrge of  Envirpnment
aspcct in Sri Lanka gave his -

essings and support and
maugurutcd the 'sessions
-that gave blrth to thc or-~
gamsahon i

The Nanons l.omprlsmg
SACEP are Afghanistan, .

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, .

Palcislan;,Maldiyes,_ Iran,

"by the' United

Srl Lanka and Ncpal
was hailed as a sngml‘xcant

facing, happenmg in South Asia as’

these nations-five of which
are classified as least -
developed-comprising -
1000 million people-have :
got together to make this

. part of the planct a. safe-
~place to live in.

. Incidentally this was the
fll'SI tlme that the countnw
of the South Asia rcglon
professing dlvergcnt yiews:
and ideologies and having
different climatic and geo- -
“graphical conditions had

- ever decided to take go-

opcratlve actlon in any
field. .° .
- Sri Lanka was fonunatc
to have been'chosen as the
-headquarters of SACEP. A’
Sri Lfmkan Director Dr,

-Leslie Herath was "linani- "

mously ¢hosen at the m--
-augural sessions.

SACEP commenced its
operanonal activities prop-
er from January 1982. "
And now after one year: of
-operation SACEP has ini-
tiated several programs,

This month the ﬂedglmg
organistion of SACEP, will
have the first meelmg of its
Governing Council jn Srl‘
Lanka from January 27 to-
29. The delegauous of the

elght countries participat- -

‘ing'will be led by Ministers '
. of the countries, Prime -

- Minister. Premadasa will -
open. the Semmar on Ja-.
. nuary 27 !

'SACEP Secretariat. -in..
Colox_nbo is mainly’ run
from' contributions - from

_.member, countries and Sri ’

“The first =

" out “specific prOJccls.

- Lanka as the.host country
has provided the host faci--
lities including the pre-
mises, The United Nations -

- Environment -
(UNEP) and-other” UN-

. Agencies toa assist the or=,

ganisation jn  whatgver -

manner they.could to carry *

A
copsultative- Committee
comprising Ambassadors in
Sri Lanka of ‘the nations
comprising SACEP meets
- periodically to review the
progrccs of itg activities. °
i SACEP has already. ini~
tiated work dn three dis-
tinct fields in which threg

. countries have already been

chosen as the focal” points.*
of activity.

India is the focal point to
carry out'_worlc.pn the
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-evolution of lechnologlcs
for the development of re-
-newable  and rcusablc res-
ources. - This " will. bc

.worked out at the UN -
ESCAP sponsqred Regio-"
nal Centre for Technology °
- Transfer, Bangalore, which:
had agreed to undertake
the consultancy at pommal
cost. .
Srj . Lanka has been
: chosen as'the focal point
“for environmental .impact |
assesstent and cost benefit
analysis.in respect of ‘envir .
- ronment and development
This study is being made”
on how they'could develop
the country without de-r.
stroying its resource base
.such as using cncrgy savmg
- material. ' ¢ / ;'*" )
SACEPs first task ;s to

‘Madras was recruited to
Program--

"7 SACEP also plans to

“train the people to conduct

the study.. Prof Pitchai of

“the: Anna University-of .

undertake this consultancy

and his draft report has - -

been' tirculated .among
member countries, .

.SACEP obtained assist-
ance from UNEP to un-
(dertake these projects.

With' the help of the -
UNDP, SACEP sent a -
mission to six countries to
identify a series of projects -
for Environmental Educa- -
tion and Training, Enyi-
-ronmental Legislation, Bn-" "
‘ergy and Environment,

Dr Leslie Herath outlin- -
ing the projected plans of
SACEP said that a large,
number of bilateral donor,
agencies had indicated
their support, to SACEP"
acuyltlcs and have re-
questcd ‘well formulated
" projects and program for
- their consideration.

Dr Herath said that -

ACEP has initiated action
on_ ,tacklmg a problem -
common to.all ‘states of ~

SACEP - .the¢ mosquitp:*
~menace. The SACEP has.
requwcd the Government -
of Bntam 10 condugt pilot

studm in selected localities .
in member countries 10'
, assess the cfficay of the use
of mon toxic - mosquito
‘control methods which had
‘been successfully researchq
ed and developed by the
,University of Sowthampton. -
and Inscct Central lell;d
"of London, "

‘work out a program in
"conection with the United. -
Nations lntcrnauondl Year -
of Shelter for the Homeless,
(he proposal initiated by Sri

"the
- Center
Transfer in-Bangalore has

‘draw up g program 1o
.preyent ‘their seas from
: pollutlon thus saving its
3 marme life and ‘beaches.

“not South Asia.
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Preradasa, particularly in

. the field of promoting the
~use of low cost bu:ldmg

malerials and energy saving
building lechnology On a
request mage by SACEP
ESCAP - Regional
for - Technology

already :-developed * two
programs for the manu-
facture of building mate-
rials .for construction of
rural housing using waste

. material from the manu-
“+ facture of brchs and paddy

husks.

The organisation in the
coming years' proposes [Q
organise projects and pro-
“posals for the identification
of endangered valleys in
South Asian countries,
which run the risk of dc-
Ppletion of its:forest cover
due to oyer exploitation,
.and draw up programs for
their rehabilitation. -

A Regional Seas Prog-
ram for South East Asia is
another field. SACEP is
working on. The UNEP at
..its 10th Governing Council
Sessions in Nairobi adopted
a ‘resqlution moved by Sri
Lanka’s Deputy Minister
of Local Government, Mr
P.C. Imbulana that the

- SACEP countries in con-

sultation wuh each olhu}

other countries have

»a chlonal Seas Progmm

under- UNEP auspices but
SACEP
countries are now on the
threshold of reaching ac-
.cord. on the need for

rawing .up such-a Regio~
nal Seas Program, . -
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