APFENDIXI XX .
DECLAR.!‘.I'IIUH 1GC.SACEP-Decision 17

THE GOVERNING COUNCIL OF THE SOUTH ASIA CO-OFPERATIVE ENVIRON-

MENT PHOGRAMME (SACEP)} at its FIRST MEETING held in Colombo,
8ri Lanka, on 27 and 28 Jaouary 1853.

HAVING keard with great interest the address of the Han.
Gamini Dissanayake, Minjister of Lands and lLand Development
and Mahsweli Development, Government of the Democtatic
Sacialist Republic of Bri Lanka, in which he pade &
fervent appeal for urgent co-operative action to he taken
t0 Tessurect, Testore and re-establish iyee and forest

cover in the territories of the coutries of South Asis.

CONSILERING that irees and foresta which had been our
capital assets and which nentributed to Tegular and timely
tlow of watsr and provide resources 1oT econpric mnd social
nc}iﬂtiaﬂ of the community, had been subjected to indiecri-
‘ninate and inconsiderate exploitation.

NOTING that nost Menmber countries have appreciated the
extensive mnd calanitﬁus pature of the damage caused by

such axploitation and have allocated considermble resouwrlowm
for the refurrection and restoration of Iorest cowver in their

tervitoriess through re-afforeateiion end soclal Iorestry

Programu:a.

NOTING further that, beppily, in this matter the interests
of the dava;apad countries, who do oot have sutficient land
sgrea for the purpase, Bppesr to coincide with that of the
dava}oping countries and accordingly mey be expected to
give symbiotic support 10 Programmes tor tree and forest ..
planting in develeping countries.

NOTIKG in this context the remarkable feat of tree
planting in &« messive scale in countries such es Chine, where
all marginal lands, borders, houndaries st¢., have heen

planted with appropriate she cies,
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CALLS wpon Member Countries, who also have considerable vacant
marginal land, boundaries, borders etc., to MOUNT AN -
INTENSIVE CO-QPERATIVE EFFORT in thig matier and as & part of
the affort.

RECOMMENDS thwt the year 1988 be declared the YEAR OF THEES
FOR BOUTH ASIA.

DIRECTS the Sacvetariat of SACEP, as-a .set of setivities to
sttaln the gorls and targets of this recommendation, to
promote projects and programmées for the shaerinpg of
snowledge, sxperience and development of seed material, the
axchamges of ras¢arch dats between Mepher Cowuntriss and for
this purpose meck and obtain the help ‘and asgsiatance from
dl“.:l..npld sountries as woll as frobp intéernatiomnl agencias
Like the Fppd and Agriculiural Organigsation, the Initaed
Nations Déewilopment FProgramme and the United Nationg
l:ivunnmnt Progranme .

Adopted in Colombo
28.1.83,
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